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• Open for public comment 
for 30 days ending October 
22 

• The draft included input 
from NOAA staff, MAFAC 
Aquaculture Task force and 
stakeholder priorities 

 



Drivers 
• National Aquaculture Act (1980) 
• NOAA Aquaculture Policy (2011) 
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“It is, therefore, in the national 
interest, and it is the national 
policy, to encourage the 
development of aquaculture in 
the United States.”  

-- National Aquaculture Act 

 

 
 

• DOC Aquaculture Policy (2011) 
 

• National Ocean Policy  
Implementation Plan (2013) 
 

• National Strategic Plan for Federal 
Aquaculture Research (2014) 

• DOC/NOAA/NMFS Priorities NOTE:  10-Year Plan was prepared at MAFAC’s 
request , and MAFAC commented on most of 
the other policies and plans listed here. 



 
 Social license 

Constraints to  
Marine Aquaculture: 

Complicated 
costly 

regulatory 
process 

High costs of 
recirculating 

systems 

High coastal 
land values 

No regulatory 
framework for 
federal waters 

Traditional  
agency 

mandates 
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NOAA Progress in Implementing 10 Year Plan for 
Marine Aquaculture (2007): 
 • Improved regulatory efficiency: 

new permits, Gulf Rule 
• Science tools for rules 
• Institutionalized aquaculture 

activities within NOAA 
• Technology Transfer 
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Examples of NOAA’s 
Science Products Serving 
Industry Needs: 
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• Genetics/escapes model 
• Benthic and water column effects 
• Best Management Practices 

Environmental Monitoring and 
Modeling  

• National Aquatic Animal Health Plan 
• Alternative feeds 
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Vision and Mission: 
• Vision: A robust U.S. marine aquaculture sector that 

creates jobs, provides sustainable 
 
• Mission: To provide science, services, and policies 

to support significant growth of responsible U.S. 
marine aquaculture 
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Evaluating Our Impact 
• Establishes target to increase responsible U.S. 

marine aquaculture production by 50 percent by the 
year 2020 
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Goals: 
Goal 1: Regulatory Efficiency 

• Develop coordinated, consistent, and efficient 
regulatory processes for the marine aquaculture 
sector 

Goal 2: Tools for Management 
• Encourage marine aquaculture using best available 

science 
Goal 3: Technology Development and Transfer 

• Develop technologies and provide extension 
services for the marine aquaculture sector 

Goal 4: Informed Public 
• Improve public understanding of marine aquaculture 
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Cross-cutting Strategies: 
• Strengthen Partnerships 
• Improve external communications 
• Build internal support for marine aquaculture 
• Sound program management 
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Deliverables 
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Current activities of MAFAC Aquaculture Task 
Force 

  • Review progress on NOAA’s 10 year plan and input 
into New Strategic Plan 

 
• Mock Permit Process for Gulf of Mexico Fishery 

Management Plan for Aquaculture 
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Examples of MAFAC’s Past 
Actions on Aquaculture: 
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• Recommended drafting of NOAA’s 10-Year Plan for Marine Aquaculture 
(issued by NOAA in 2007) 
 

• Recommended creation of an office of aquaculture within NMFS and 
increasing budgetary resources for aquaculture 
 

• Featured aquaculture in MAFAC’s 2020 vision report 
 

• Commented on the NOAA and DOC aquaculture policies (issued by 
NOAA and DOC in 2011) 
 

• Commented on the National Strategic Plan for Federal Aquaculture 
Research (issued by White House Office of Science and Technology 
Policy in 2014) 



THANK YOU! 

 
Dr. Michael Rubino 

Director, Office of Aquaculture 
Michael.Rubino@noaa.gov 

301-427-8331 
 
 

http://aquaculture.noaa.gov 
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