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MEMORANDUM FOR:	Eileen Sobeck
				Assistant Administrator for Fisheries

FROM:			Julie Morris
				Chair, Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee 

SUBJECT:	Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee Recommendations for on the Draft NOAA Fisheries Service Habitat Enterprise Strategic Plan for 2016 - 2020 


This memo transmits NOAA’s Marine Fisheries Advisory Committee’s (MAFAC) findings and recommendations on the October 6, 2015 draft of the NOAA Fisheries Service Habitat Enterprise Strategic Plan for 2016 to 2020. MAFAC offers these comments after engaging in an ad-hoc working group review of the draft plan during and following the recently concluded meeting of the Committee.  Following the ad-hoc working group’s review, MAFAC reviewed and approved these comments.
MAFAC believes that increasing coastal resiliency is a necessary component of NOAA Fisheries Service’s objectives and goals.  It is important to adapt the Nation to changes that occur due to ocean and coastal challenges and threats, such as disasters – both natural and man-made.  It is also important to consider the socio-economic effects that occur due to a failure to achieve and maintain coastal resiliency, as well as the socio-economic adjustments that our important coastal fishing communities will need to make as a result of natural and unavoidable changes to the environment, such as climate change.
As this plan implemented, we request the continued involvement of the Committee in review of the plan, including tracking and evaluating its implementation and any challenges that arise.
If you, your senior staff, or the National Habitat Leadership Team would like to receive further advice or a briefing on these comments, as well as further discussion of ideas or tasks for the Committee’s continued work on coastal resiliency, including this plan, please contact me or Ms. Jennifer Lukens, the Committee’s Designated Federal Officer at your earliest convenience.
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