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Topics 
• New NOAA Fisheries web content 
• Draft National Bycatch Reduction Strategy 
 
 



Bycatch Breakthroughs 
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Perspectives on Bycatch 
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NMFS Bycatch Website 
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Overview of the Strategy 
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National Bycatch Strategy Goal 
To guide and coordinate NOAA Fisheries’ efforts under the 
MSA, MMPA, ESA, and other relevant mandates to reduce 
bycatch and bycatch mortality and encourage utilization of 
discards to maintain sustainable fisheries while conserving 

and recovering protected species.  
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What is Bycatch? 
• Bycatch occurs when fishing operations 

unintentionally catch and discard fish, cause 
unobserved injury and mortality, or interact with 
living marine resources.  
 

• “Reducing bycatch” refers to efforts that minimize 
bycatch or that minimize the mortality, serious 
injury, and impact of bycatch that does occur.  This 
also encompasses efforts to encourage utilization 
of fish that may otherwise be discarded. 
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National Bycatch Strategy-Logic Model: 
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Objectives 
1. Strengthen monitoring and 

data collection programs 
 

2. Clarify bycatch research 
needs and support research 
programs 
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Objectives 

 
3. Improve discard and take 

estimates 
 

4. Improve management 
measures 
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Objectives 
5. Strengthen coordination with law enforcement 
6. Improve communication and engagement 
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National Bycatch Strategy Implementation 
• National and Regional Action Plans will be 

developed in coordination with partners and 
stakeholders to identify priority actions.  
 

• Action plans will guide efforts across the agency to 
ensure a coordinated, transparent effort to achieve 
goal of the Strategy. 
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National Bycatch Strategy Next Steps 
• The draft Strategy is available online.   
• Comments will be accepted until June 3, 2016. 
• You can submit comments to nmfs.bycatch@noaa.gov 
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Other bycatch activities 
• Standardized Bycatch Reporting Methodology 

rulemaking (proposed rule comment period closed April 25, 2016) 

• Bycatch Reduction Engineering Report to Congress 
• Bycatch Reduction Engineering 2016 Federal 

Funding Opportunity  
• National Bycatch Report – online update 

 
• More info -- www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sfa/bycatch 
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Questions and 
Discussion 
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