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Dear Mr. Payne and Ms. Roletto:

This document transmits NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) final biological
opinion (Enclosure) based on NMFS’ review of the proposed issuance of an Incidental
Harassment Authorization to the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary (GFNMS) for
the continuation of rocky intertidal surveys for black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii) on the South
Farallon Islands and its effect on the federally threatened eastern Distinct Population Segment
(DPS) of Steller sea lion (Eumetopias jubatus) and designated critical habitat, in accordance with
section 7 of the Endangered Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. §1531 et seq).
This final biological opinion is based on our review of: (1) the Application for an Incidental
Harassment Authorization (IHA) under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) submitted
by GFNMS and the effects of the proposed action on Steller sea lions in accordance with section
7 of the ESA; and (2) the draft Environmental Assessment prepared by NMFS’ office of
Protected Resources and other supporting documentation. A complete administrative record of
this consultation is on file at the NMFS Southwest Regional Office.

Based on the best available scientific and commercial information, NMFS’ has concluded that
the issuance of the IHA permit to the GFNMS to continue rocky intertidal surveys is not likely to
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jeopardize the continued existence of the federally threatened eastern DPS of Steller sea lion and
will not result in the destruction or adverse modification of Steller sea lion critical habitat.

Thank you for consulting with NMFS on the proposed project. If you have any questions

regarding this consultation, please contact Monica DeAngelis, of my staff, at (562) 980-3232, or
via e-mail at Monica.DeAngelis@noaa.gov.

Sincerely,
R ‘ < i/;i " /;"

e Rodney R. Mclnnis
Regional Administrator

Enclosure: Biological Opinion

cc: Candace Nachman, NMFS, OPR
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National Marine Fisheries Service
Endangered Species Act Section 7 Consultation
Biological Opinion

Action Agency: Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service and
Gulf of the Farallones, National Marine Sanctuary
(GFNMS)

Activities Considered: Issuance of an Incidental Harassment Authorization under
Section 101(a)(5)(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection
Act to allow the GFNMS to Continue Intertidal Monitoring
Work on the South Farallon Islands, California

Consultation Conducted By: Protected Resources Division, Southwest Regional Office,
National Marine Fisheries Service

Tracking Number: 2012/03967

Date Issued: October 24, 2012

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act (ESA; 16 U.S.C. § 1531 et seq.) requires that each
Federal agency shall ensure that any action authorized, funded, or carried out by such agency is
not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered or threatened species or result
in the destruction or adverse modification of critical habitat of such species. When the action of
a Federal agency may affect a protected species or critical habitat, that agency is required to
consult with either NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) or the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (USFWS), depending upon the protected species or critical habitat that may be
affected. Federal agencies are exempt from this requirement to consult formally, if they have
concluded that an action “may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect” endangered species,
threatened species, or designated critical habitat and NMFS or the USFWS concur with that
conclusion (50 CFR 402.14(b)). For the actions described in this biological opinion, the action
agencies are NMFS’ Office of Protected Resources (OPR) for issuance of an Incidental
Harassment Authorization (IHA) under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) and the
Gulf of the Farallones, National Marine Sanctuary (GFNMS) for continuing rocky intertidal
monitoring for black abalone (Haliotis cracherodii) on the Farallon Islands; and the consulting
agency is the NMFS Southwest Region (SWR).

This document represents NMFS’ Biological Opinion based on our review of the Application for
Level B harassment, Incidental Harassment Authorization under the MMPA submitted by the
Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary (see the Background and Consultation History
section for more information on the purpose of this document), and the effects of the proposed
action on Steller sea lions in accordance with section 7 of the ESA.











http://farallones.noaa.goY/science/seas.html
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http://www.hoemre.gov/ommJpacific/lease/lease.htm
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http://www.ipcc.ch/pdf/assessment-reportJar4/syr/ar4_syr_spm.pdf
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http://fakr.noaa.gov/protectedresoufces/stellers/esa/biop/final/1210.htm
















