








scenic rivers; ecologically critical areas; and EFH were identified as a component of the human
environment not requiring evaluation as part of NMFS’s EA (Table 2, Pg 8).

8) Are the effects on the human environment likely to be highly uncertain or involve w1 ue or
unknown risks?
Response: No. The proposed construction project would involve temporary and minor impacts to
the Columbia River in an area that is already developed as an industrial facility. The proposed
NMEFS action of issuing an IHA to POK would not have effects to the human environment that are
highly uncertain or involve unique or unknown risks, and would be similar to other past and
ongoing IHAs for in-water construction projects.

9) Is the proposed action related to other actions with individually insignificant, but
cumulatively significant impacts?
Response: No. The proposed construction activity would add another, albeit temporary, tivity to
the aquatic environment in the action area for a comparatively short period of time. The proposed
NMES action of issuing an IHA to POK would not have significant cumulative impacts, per the EA
(Pgs 25-26).

10) Is the proposed action likely to adversely affect districts, sites, highways, structures, or objects
listed in or eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places or cause loss or
destruction of significant scientific, cultural or historical resources?

Response: No. NMFS’ EA was intended to provide focused information on the primary isues and
impacts of environmental concern, which is the issuance of an IHA authorizing take of marine
mammals incidental to POK’s activity, and the mitigation and monitoring measures to minimize the
effects of that take. Historic and cultural resources were identified as a component of the human
environment not requiring evaluation as part of NMFS’s EA (Table 2, Pg 8).

11) Can the proposed action reasonably be expected to result in the introduction or spread of a
non-indigenous species?

P ~~~~nse: No. NMFS’ EA was intended to provide focused information on the primary issues and
impacts of environmental concern, which is the issuance of an IHA authorizing take of marine
mammals incidental to POK’s activity, and the mitigation and monitoring measures to minimize the
effects of that take. Non-indigenous species were identified as a component of the human
environment not requiring evaluation as part of NMFS’s EA (Table 2, Pg 8).

12) Is the proposed action likely to establish a precedent for future actions with significant effects
or does it represent a decision in principle about a future consideration?

Response: No. The proposed action is similar to many past and ongoing actions to issue IHAs for
take of marine mammals by harassment incidental to in-water construction activities.

13) Can the proposed action reasonably be expected to violate any Federal, State, or local law or
requir  ents imposed for the protection of the environment?

Response: No. The proposed action is in compliance with the MMPA, NEPA, and other Federal,
State and local laws and requirements imposed for the protection of the environment.

14) Can the proposed action reasonably be expected to result in cumulative adverse effects that
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