











(f) Level A and Level B zones may be modified if additional hydroacoustic
measurements of construction activities have been conducted and M 1 has approved of the
revised zones. If zones are considered small enough by NMFS staff to be monitored by o
observer, then ’ETA is allowed to use one observer for those zones.

(g) Using delay and shut-down procedures, if a species for which authorization has
not been granted (including but not limited to Guadalupe fur seals and humpback whales) or if a
species for which authorization has been granted but the authorized takes a met, approaches or
is observed within the Level B harassment zone, activities will shut down immediate and not
restart until the animals have been confirmed to have left the area.

(h) onitoring shall be conducted by qualified observers, as described in the
Monitoring Plan. Trained observers shall be placed from the best vantage point(s) practicable to
monitor for marine mammals and implement shutdown or delay procedures when applicable
through communication with the equipment operator. Observer training must be provided prior
to project start and in accordance with the monitoring plan, and shall include instruction on
species identification (sufficient to distin; ’sh the species listed in 3(b)), description and
categorization of observed behaviors and interpretation of behaviors that may be construed as
being reactions to the specified activity, proper completion of data forms, and other basic
components of biological monitoring, including tracking of observed animals or groups of
animals such that repeat sound exposures may be attributed to individuals (to the extent
possible).

(1) [ shall use soft start techniques recommended by  VIFS for impact pile
driving. Soft start requires contractors to provide an initial set of strikes at reduced energy,

followed by a thirty-second waiting period, then two subsequent reduced energy strike sets. Soft






report shall be prepared and submitted within thirty days following  olution of comments on
the draft report from  VIFS. This report must contain the informational elements described in
the onitoring Plan, at minimum (see
www.nmfs.noaa.gov/pr/permits/incidental/construction.htm), and shall also include:

. Detailed information about any implementation of shutdowns, including the
distance of animals to the pile and description of specific actions that ensued and resulting

behavior of the animal, if any.

il. Description of the number of incidents of take and individual behavioral
responses.
iil. An estimated total take estimate extrapolated from the number of marine

mammals « served during the course of construction activities, if necessary.
(b) Reporting injured or dead marine mar. ~ als:

1. Intl unanticipated event that the specified activity clearly causes the take of a
marine mammal in a manner prohibited by this IHA, such as an injury (I el A arassment),
serious injury, or mortality, WETA shall immediately cease the specified activ  es and report the
incident to the Office of Protected Resources, MFS, and the Southwest Regional Stranding

Coordinator, MFS. The report must include the following information:

A. Time and date of the incident;
B. I ¢ ion of the incident;
C. Environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, Beaufort sea state,

cloud cover, and visibility);
D. Description of all marine mammal observations in the . hours preceding the

incident;











