
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Commander, US Air Force 86 Fighter Weapons Squadron 
1001 Nomad Way, Bldg 1310 
Suite 210 
Eglin AFB, FL 32542 

Dear Commander, US Air Force, 86 Fighter Weapons Squadron: 

Enclosed is an Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) issued to the US Air Force 86 
Fighter Weapons Squadron, under the authority of section 10l(a)(5)(D) of the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), to harass marine mammals, by Level A 
and Level B harassment, incidental to the Long Range Strike Weapons System 
Evaluation Program in the Barking Sands Underwater Range Expansion area of the 
Pacific Missile Range Facility from October 1, 2016 through November 30, 2016. 

You are required to comply with the conditions contained in the IHA. In addition, you 
must submit reports to the National Marine Fisheries Service's (NMFS) Office of 
Protected Resources within 90 days of its completion. The IHA requires aerial surveys 
for marine mammals by qualified individuals before and after mission activities and 
reporting of marine mammal observations, including species, numbers, and behavioral 
modifications potentially resulting from this activity. 

If you have any questions concerning the IHA or its requirements, please contact Laura 
McCue, Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, at 301-427-8496. 

Sincerely, 

Ls;()/~ SEP 2 7 7-015 

Donna S. Wieting 
Director, Office of Protected Resources 

Enclosures 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Nacional Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminiatracion 
NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 

Incidental Harassment Authorization 

The United States Air Force 86 Fighter Weapons Squadron (86 FWS) is hereby authorized under 

section 101(a)(5)(D) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 1371(a)(5)(D)) to harass 

marine mammals incidental to conducting the Long Range Strike Weapons System Evaluation 

Program (LRS WSEP) in the Barking Sands Underwater Range Expansion (BS URE) of the 

Pacific Missile Range Facility (PMRF), Kauai, Hawaii, contingent upon the following 

conditions: 

1. This Authorization is valid from October 1, 2016 through November 30, 2017. 

2. This Authorization is valid only for activities associated with the LRS WSEP 

operations utilizing munitions identified in the Attachment. 

3. The incidental taking, by Level A and Level B harassment, is limited to: dwarf sperm 

whale (Kogia sima), pygmy sperm whale (Kogia breviceps), Fraser's dolphin (Lagenodelphis 

hosei), minke whale (Balaenoptera acutorostrata), and humpback whale (Megaptera 

novaeangliae) as specified in Table 1 of this notice. 

4. Mission activities may only occur during daylight hours. 

5. The taking by serious injury or death of the species listed in condition 3 or any taking 

of any other species of marine mammal is prohibited and may result in the modification, 

suspension or revocation of this Authorization. 
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6. Mitigation 

The holder of this Authorization is required to implement the following mitigation 

measures: 

• If marine mammals are detected during pre-mission surveys, all activities shall be 

delayed until the marine mammals are determined to have left the area or 30 minutes have passed 

without redetection of the animal. 

7. Monitoring 

The holder of this Authorization will track their use of the PMRF BSURE area for 

the LRS WSEP missions and marine mammal observations, through the use of mission reporting 

forms. 

Aerial surveys: Pre- and post- mission surveys shall be conducted. Pre-mission surveys 

would begin approximately one hour prior to detonation. Post-detonation monitoring surveys 

will commence once the mission has ended and as soon as personnel declare the mission area 

safe. 

The required monitoring area shall be approximately 2 nm (3,704 m) from the target area 

radius around the impact point, with surveys flown in a star pattern. Aerial surveys shall be 

conducted at an altitude of approximately 200 feet. If adverse weather conditions preclude the 

ability for aircraft to safely operate, missions must either be delayed until the weather clears or 

cancelled for the day. The observers shall be provided with the GPS location of the impact area. 

Once the aircraft reaches the impact area, pre-mission surveys shall last for 30 minutes. The 

aircraft shall fly the survey pattern multiple times. 



8. Reporting 

The holder of this Authorization is required to: 

(a) Submit a draft report on all monitoring conducted under the IHA within 90 days 

of the completion of marine mammal monitoring, or 60 days prior to the issuance of any 

subsequent IHA for projects at PMRF, whichever comes first. A final report shall be prepared 

and submitted within 30 days following resolution of comments on the draft report from NMFS. 

This report must include: 

1. Date and time of each LRS WSEP mission; 

2. A complete description of the pre-exercise and post-exercise activities related to 

mitigating and monitoring the effects of LRS WSEP missions on marine mammal 

populations; and 

3. Results of the monitoring program, including numbers by species/stock of any marine 

mammals noted injured or killed as a result of the LRS WSEP mission and number of 

marine mammals (by species if possible) that may have been harassed due to presence 

within the zone of influence. 

The draft report will be subject to review and comment by the National Marine Fisheries 

Service (NMFS). Any recommendations made by the NMFS must be addressed in the final 

report prior to acceptance by the NMFS. The draft report will be considered the final report for 

this activity under this Authorization if the NMFS has not provided comments and 

recommendations within 90 days of receipt of the draft report. 

(b) Reporting injured or dead marine mammals: 



L In the unanticipated event that the specified activity clearly causes the take of a 

marine mammal in a manner prohibited by this IHA, such as an injury for species not authorized 

(Level A harassment), serious injury, or mortality, 86 FWS shall immediately cease the specified 

activities and report the incident to the Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, 301-427-8496, and 

the Pacific Islands Regional Stranding Coordinator, NMFS, 808-354-2956. The report must 

include the following information: 

A. Time and date of the incident; 

B. Description of the incident; 

C. Environmental conditions (e.g., wind speed and direction, Beaufort sea state, 

cloud cover, and visibility); 

D. Description of all marine mammal observations in the 24 hours preceding the 

incident; 

E. Species identification or description of the animal(s) involved; 

F. Fate of the animal(s); and 

G. Photographs or video footage of the animal(s) . 

Activities shall not resume until NMFS is able to review the circumstances of the prohibited 

take. NMFS will work with 86 FWS to determine what measures are necessary to minimize the 

likelihood of further prohibited take and ensure MMP A compliance. 86 FWS may not resume 

their activities until notified by NMFS. 

IL In the event that 86 FWS discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and the 

lead observer determines that the cause of the injury or death is unknown and the death is 

relatively recent (e.g., in less than a moderate state of decomposition), 86 FWS shall immediately 



report the incident to the Office of Protected Resources, NMFS, and the Pacific Islands Regional 

Stranding Coordinator, NMFS. 

The report must include the same information identified in 6(b )(i) of this IBA. Activities 

may continue while NMFS reviews the circumstances of the incident. NMFS will work with 86 

FWS to determine whether additional mitigation measures or modifications to the activities are 

appropriate. 

ui. In the event that 86 FWS discovers an injured or dead marine mammal, and the 

lead observer determines that the injury or death is not associated with or related to the activities 

authorized in the IBA (e.g., previously wounded animal, carcass with moderate to advanced 

decomposition, scavenger damage), 86 FWS shall report the incident to the Office of Protected 

Resources, NMFS, and the Pacific Islands Regional Stranding Coordinator, NMFS, within 24 

hours of the discovery. 86 FWS shall provide photographs or video footage or other 

documentation of the stranded animal sighting to NMFS. 

9. Additional Conditions 

• The holder of this Authorization must inform the Office of Protected Resources, National 

Marine Fisheries Service, (301-427-8496) prior to the initiation of any changes to the monitoring 

plan for a specified mission activity. 

• A copy of this Authorization must be in the possession of the safety officer on duty when 

long range strike missions are conducted. 

• This Authorization may be modified, suspended or withdrawn if the holder fails to abide 

by the conditions prescribed herein, or if NMFS determines the authorized taking is having more 

than a negligible impact on the species or stock of affected marine mammals. 

Table 1. Authorized Take Numbers. 



Species Level A Takes Level B Takes 

Dwarf sperm whale 1 73 

Pygmy sperm whale 0 29 

Fraser's dolphin 0 1 

Minke whale 0 3 

Humpback whale 0 12 

Total 1 118 
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Director, Office of Protected Resources, 

National Marine Fisheries Service. 


