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nhanced Mobile

Q@ Transmitting Unit (E-MTU)
R4 VMS

Currently, some HMS vessels are required to use Mobile Transmitting
Unit (MTU) VMS units

Newer E-MTU VMS units send and receive information; E-MTUS
required in all Council-managed VMS-monitored fisheries

Currently no requirement, or capability, to report HMS target species
or gear type with MTUs

e Limits VMS Technician’s ability to determine applicable HMS
regulations

E-MTU VMS units are capable of reporting target species and gear
deployed

« May reduce need for law enforcement action/boarding to
determine actual activity/gear
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) Potential Modifications to
= VMS Requirements

e Consider regulatory change requiring shift to E-MTU VMS units
« Consider requiring qualified marine electrician to install units

« Consider creating declaration system that provides gear type(s),
target species, and hail in/hail out for each fishing trip

e Currently, HMS fishers are eligible for reimbursement for E-MTU VMS
units

 Considering a delayed effective date to provide time for vessel
owners to meet new requirements

We want your thoughts about these potential regulatory modifications!
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Feedback Receilved on Potential
Modifications to VMS
Requirements

Concern about contracts with existing VMS service providers?
Maintenance costs of E-MTU VMS units?
How do you define a “qualified” marine electrician?

Are laptop computers a viable alternative for two-way communication
with NOAA OLE?
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{W\; For Additional Information....
s

e Questions about the Southeast VMS program...

Patrick O’'Shaughnessy (Patrick.OShaughnessy@noaa.gov)
SE Office of Law Enforcement VMS Program Manager
Telephone: (727) 824-5347

Fax: (727) 824-5318

e Questions about the Atlantic HMS VMS regulations...

Greg Fairclough (greg.fairclough@noaa.gov)
Atlantic HMS Management Division
Telephone: (727) 824-5399

Fax: (727) 824-5398




