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Tournament
Compliance Process

2

Register Tournament

Report Catch

¥

HMS Management Division
(St. Petersburg, FL)

A 4

o At least 4 weeks in advance

NMFS Southeast
Fisheries Science Centers

(Panama City Beach and
Miami, FL)

« Within 7 days after fishing ends
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Tournament
Registration History

Bahamas \jaine Massachusetts

0%~ 17% 3% Rhode Island Year Total
“ho 2003 | 244
2004 | 215
2005 | 256
Jra 2006 | 259
. 2007 | 299
o 2008 | 267
2009 | 270
2010 | 270

2011 | 247

usvi
1.9%

Mississippi
0.8%

South Carolina
4.8%

Georgia
3.0%

Source: HMS Tournament Registry Database; states and foreign tournaments <0.5% excluded, including New
Hampshire (0.00%), Connecticut (0.1%), Delaware (0.3%), Bermuda (0.05%), and Turks/Caicos (0.05%).
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HMS Tournaments Website
AcCcess
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/Tournaments/

NOAA Fisheries
Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY o Mak
SPECIES MANAGEMENT DIVISION shortfl
shark .

Live Release

The Atlantic Highly Migratory

Species Management Division

of the Mational Marine Webpage

Fisheries Service manages

Atlantic highly migrator

species (HQM%); ingcludigg + Tunas

tunas, sharks, swordfish and + Sharks

billfish. Management of HMS * Swordfish

ter Mok reguires international + Billiish o
] Domestic Fisheries cooperation, and rebuilding * ng
5] Requlatory Services programs must reﬂec_t traditiun_al participation in t_he fisheries by Eﬁﬁd Fishin
SSAUSTOnE SEnAess LS. fishermen, relative to fareign fleets. Along with the Magnuson- ¢ Siempled TIsAing

B Sorinnemiies sand Stevens Act, LS. fisheries management must be consistent with Bermits

Communications ¢ Interational Trade

the requirements of other laws including the Atlantic Tunas -
Eermit

Convention Act, Marine Mammal Protection Act, the Endangered
Species Act, the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and several other
Federal laws.

Intraduction

Sign Up for Atlantic HMS News -
And receive emails informing you of the latest HMS-related
actions and regulations

Ask a Manager
HME Division
” ATTENTION: For the most recent actions or || Staff by Speciality

e B o T Y

 From the main
HMS site

e Copy and
paste direct
address

e Search for

“‘HMS
Tournaments”
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HMS Tournaments Website

http://www.nmfs.noaa.qgov/sfa/hms/Tournaments/
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~ NOAA Fisheries Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Highly Migratory S
[E Breaking News
Byeateh Reductlon
[# Protected Specles
Regulations
Permits
Reporting Forms
Documents
Waorkshops
ICCAT
[E Atlantic HMS MNewslist
Contact
Federal Reqglster Motlces

Domestic Fisheries
Regulatory Services

Partnerships and
Communications

Office of Sustainable Fisheries

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Fishing Tournaments

An Atlantic HMS tournament is defined as any fishing competition invalving
Atlantic HMS in which participants must register or otherwise enter, or in which a
prize or award is offered for catching or landing HMS. This includes fishing
tournaments where the target species is not an Atlantic HMS, but where points,
prizes, or awards are received for catching Atlantic HMS. Tournaments may take
place in ports within any Atlantic or Gulf of Mexico coastal state, as well as the
U.S. Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, and are required to register with the NMFS
HMS Management Division.

HMSTournamentRegistry @noaa.gov
(727) 824-5399

@aﬁon | Registered Tournaments | Regulations ] Catch Reporting
B—

Atlantic HMS tournament operators are reguired to register their tournament
with the HMS Management Division of NMFS at least four weeks prior to the
start of the tournament. The tournament operator is the person or entity
responsible for maintaining records of participants and results used for awarding
tournament points or prizes, regardless of whether fish are retained.

Atlantic HMS Tournament Registration Form [pdf]

* Registration
forms and
Instructions

e List of

registered
tournaments

* Federal
regulations

e Catch reporting
forms and
Instructions
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Tournaments Website:

Registration

atlantic HMS tournament operators are required to reqgister their tournament with
the HMS Management Division of NMFS at least four weeks prior to the start of
the tournament. The tournament operator iz the person or entity responsible
for maintaining records of participants and results used for awarding tournament
points or prizes, regardless of whether fish are retained.

<Atlantic HMS Tournament Registration Form [pdf]

Ta register a tournament, an Atlantic HMS Tournament registration form must be
completed, signed, and sent to the Atlantic HMS Management Division via gne of
the following:

E-rnail:

HMSTournamentRegistry@nosa. goy

Mailing Address:
HMS Tournament Registration

Mational Marine Fisheries Service
263 13th Avenue S,
St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Eax:
(727) 824-5398

Forms may be submitted via:
 Email, mail, or fax

« HMSTournamentRegistry@noaa.gov

ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES (HMS)
TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION
-

Thank you for registering your Atlantic HMS fishing tournament with the National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS). Please send this completed and signed form via one of the following;

Mail: E-mail

HMS Tournament Registration HMStournamentregistry@noaa.gov
National Marine Fisheries Service

263 13th Avenue S. Fax:

St. Petersburg, FL, 33701 (727) 824-5398

Additional information is available at www.nmfs noaa. gov/sfa’hms or www.nm fspermits.com.

Tournament Name

Tournament Location Date(s):

City State.

Tournament Mailing Address

StrcelP.0. Box
City State Zip
Phone 3= FAX (. -
E-mail Address
Has this tournament operated in previous years? (Y/N) 3 Most recent year

Former Event Name (if icable)

Please check the HMS box below for which points or prizes are awarded for either fish released or landed.

Billfish
White Marlin.. ] Swordfish................... O
[m]
[u]
O Tunas
Roundscale Spearf; O |
Yellowfin Tuna O
Sharks Bigeye Tuna... O
Large Coastal Sharks: O
Ridgeback Sharks....... O

Non-Ridgeback Sharks......
Small Coastal Sharks...........
Pelagic Sharks - O

NMFS will post tournament information, such as tournament name, date(s), city. state, and target species, for public
viewing at www.nmfs ncaa gov/sfa/lims T htm. Please direct website corrections to (727) 824-5399

[ Check if you wish to have Atlantic HMS regulation booklets and other outreach materials sent to you. Please
provide the number of people you expect to distribute this information to:

Director/Operator

Printed Name Signature Date

OMB NUMBER: 06450323 OMB EXPIRATION DATE: 11/30/2012
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Atlantic HMS tournament operators are required to register their tournament with
the HMS Management Division of NMFS at least four weeks prior to the start of
the tournament, The tournament operator is the person or entity responsible
for maintaining records of participants and results used for awarding tournament
points ar prizes, regardless of whether fish are retained.

Atlantic HMS Tournament Registration Form [pdf]

To register a tournament, an Atlantic HMS Tournament registration form must be
completed, signed, and sent to the Atlantic HMS Management Division via one of
the following:

E-mail:
HMSTournamentRegistry@noas. goy

Mailing sddress:

HMS Tournament Registration
Mational Marine Fisheries Service
263 13th Avenue 5,

St. Petersburg, FL 33701

Eax:
(7273 824-5398

Upon receiving and processing the registration form, a unique Atlantic HMS
tournament confirmation number will be produced and provided to the
tournament operatar, Please note that registration is not complete unless the

operator has received a confirmation number from the HMS Management Division
of MWMFS,

John Doe
123 Sailfish Strect
Fort Lauderdale, FL 34565

Regist John Dee's Billfish Extraviginm

Tournument Dutes: Jan 19, 3008 - Jan, 21, 2008

Thank you for registering your Highly Migratory Species fishing tournament. NMFS
will contact you if youare selected to repont lournament activity. 1 you need addmonal
information, please contact us at 727-824-5399.

Tournaments Website:

Registration

NOAA/National Marine Fisheries Service
Highly Migratory Species Management Division
263 13™ Avenue South

St. Petersburg, FI, 33701

[Confirmation Number |

John Doe
123 Sailfish Street
Fort Lauderdale, FL 34365

Regist. — John Doe’s Billfish Extravaganza

Toumament Dates: Jan. 19. 2008 — Jan. 21, 2008

Thank you for registering your Highly Migratory Species fishing tournament. NMFS
will contact you if you are selected to report tournament activity. If youneed additional

information, please contact us at 727-824-5399.
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Registered Tournaments

2012 Registered Highly Migratory Species Tournaments as of 24-February-2012
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ATLANTIC HIGHLY MIGRATORY SPECIES (HMS) E‘ﬂ [rh

TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION
P ; and

‘Thank you for registering your Atlantic HMS fishing tournament with the National Marine Fisheries Service HE 'P
rlSE

Science, Service, Stewardship
(NMES), Plense send this completed and signed form via ane of the following:

HMS Vidnoan gov =
National Marine Fisheries Service

HMS

263 13th Avenue S. Fax H
St Peersbag. V1 3500 s Recreational
Aditonal inforwaion s svilabe t s s nowe ot or e Compliance

Guide

Name
Location Date(s): e ) . .
Ty S Guide for Complying with the
Mailing Address Atlantic Tunas, Swordfish,
Sl 0. Bex Sharks. and Billfish
oy S T Regulations
Phone(_____ ) - FAX(_____ ) -
S Office of Sustainable Fi
operated in previous y VN + Most recent year Highly Migiatory Specie

Management Division

Former Event Name (if applicable)

Please check the HMS bax below for which points or prizes are awarded for cither fish released or landed.

How to Identify a Shortfin Mako Shark

Billfish
White Marlin Iu] Swordfish. o :
Blislari a If You're Going to
Eﬂl‘&ﬁls fish. E h e R enit
cngbill Spearfis unas
Roundscale Spearfish. a Bluefin Tuna [u] kﬁf'[ Big.
Yellowfin Tuna. [u] 1 you aee going 10 keep &
Sharks Bigeye Tuna. E ahartfin mako, tanget male (A5 of August 3, 2010}
Large Coastal Sharks Albacore. sharks over 150 pounds (73
Ridgeback Sharks [m] Skipjack Tuna. [u] fork longth. The bagger the
Non-Ridgeback Sharks. H shark, the mare [dely if has
\mur.fwal Sharks.......... 3 already had a chance 1
Pologio Shacks, a reprodace. Mot makos st the | | Shortfin mako {farus arveinclius) snout very poisted, teeth
——— AR S i N curment mismum wsse (347 foek | |y ihoun cusplets, edges of 1octh smwuoth, e devagih prvaster iy
DI 5 W poat ARG i o, St 6 Ko e S, Src(R S WA M et et B bl A herigih) are Dok sexully IS | | o fin Jerogh®; uosdcradse cf heond whise®, first dorsal Fin bebind
pectoral fins; caudal fin with a single kel mansmum size
: o . T . . romimately 12 foct. occurs primarily offshore. cansily confised
] Check if you wish to have Atlantic HMS regulation booklets and other outreach materials sent 1o you Please. approximmely o
Jrovide the rumber of people you expect o distribute this information to: with the longfin mako (fsurus pawcus | which is prohibited. NMFS

- b Interested in participating in shortfin mako tagging programs or sharing Commmarta | o
information on your shortfin mako shark releases? Please go to:
oAl NUMBER. dpabats OMB EXFIRATION DATE: 113011 Rt weww.nmifs. noaa. govis fuhms/shon finmakofindex.him

A 4

%heck if you wish to have Atlantic HMS regulation booklets and other outregch materials sent to you. Please
provide the number of people you expect to distribute this information to:
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Official regulations can be found on the online Federal Register (e-CFR):
CFER Title 50 Part 635

Tournament Participants

To participate in a registered Atlantic HMS tournament, fishermen must have one
of the following: (1) HMS Angling; {2} HMS Charter/Headboat; or (3) Atlantic
Tunas General category permit.* NMES Permit Shop

*Atlantic Tunas General category permit holders are prohibited from fishing under
HMS Angling category requlations except when participating in a registered
Atlantic HMS tournament. When fishing in a registered atlantic HMS tournament,
Atlantic Tunas General category permit holders must comply with HMS angling
category regulations for swordfish, sharks, and billfish, and with General category
regulations for Atlantic tunas {.e., General category permit holders may not fish
for or land blusfin tuna <73" CFL under any circumstances).

General Tournament Restrictions

All atlantic HMS recreational fishing regulations {e.g., size limits, bag limits, gear
restrictions, possession restrictions) apply to Atlantic HMS tournament
participants.

Lower Jaw Fork Length
(LJFL)

Tournaments Website:

Regulations

Cleithrum to Caudal Keel
CK)

A hillfish tournament is defined as any fishing tournament that awards points or
prizes for billfish, even if billfish are not the main species targeted in the
tournament. Anglers fishing from Atlantic HMS permitted vessels and
participating in atlantic billfish tournaments must use only non-offset circle
hooks when deploying natural bait or natural bait /artificial lure
combinations. Billfish tournament anglers may only deploy *3-hooks with
the use of artificial lures. NMFS encourages the use of circle hooks by non-
tournament anglers to reduce post-release mortality of Atlantic billfish,

Circle Hook ¥ideos (excerpts from DVD):
About the Circle Hook M | Rigging a Ballyhoo B

Learn how to rig circle hooks. ¥ou can order this free D¥D at:

http:/ /neseagrant.org/s /circlehook

or by contacting the HMS Management Division at (727) 824-5399.

Atlantic HWS Literature

Atlantic HMS regulation booklets and other informational materials are freely
awvailable to tournament operators from the Atlantic HMS Management Division.

In order to request these materials, please mark the box at the bottom of the
tournament registration form and indicate how many you would like to receive. If
the tournament is reqistered with a P.O. Box, please provide an additional
(physical) address to which these materials can be mailed.

Atlantic HWS Recreational Compliance Guide [pdf]
Careful Catch and Release Brochure [pdf]
Shark Identification Placard {Pelagics/Ridgebacks) [pdf]
Shark Identification Placard {(Non-ridgebacks /Hammerheads) [pdf] L3

Recreational Shark 1D Placard

e Permit
requirements
for participants

e General
tournament
restrictions

e Circle hook
Information

« HMS outreach
materials
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Tournament reporting is a critical component of the HMS monitoring program,
The information collected is used to estimate tournament fishing effort and
landings of HMS for stock assessments, national and international reports, and
other monitaring efforts.

The NMFS Southeast Fisheries Science Center {(SEFSC) will notify
tournament operators in writing if their tournament has been selected for
reporting. Tournament operators that are selected to report must maintain and
submit to NMFS a record of catch and effort on the following forms, which NMFS
will mail to the operator ithinstrictione:

Atlantic HMS Billfish Tournament Summary Report

Tournaments Website:
Catch Reporting

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
Billfish Tournament Summary Report

OMB #0648-0323 expires 11/30/2012

Tournament Mame: Fishing Date(s):

Tournament Location (City and State):
Fighing Club Affiliation: Is Tournament Catch and Release Only? (Y/N)
Total Boats Fishing or # of Boats Fishing per Day:
Hours Fished (lines in-lines out): Recorder's Name:
Phone: E-mail Address:

ATLANTIC BILLFISHES

Note: Length for billfish is lower jaw fork length

lantic HMS Tournament Summary Re

Within 7 days after tournament fishing has ended, forms must be submitted
to the SEFSC by fax at (305) 361-4862 or by mail to the following address:

Atlantic HMS Tournament Reporting
NOAL Fisheries
75 Yirginia Beach Drive
Miarmi, FL 33149

Humber Reloased Sizo of Fish Kept Sizo of Fish Kept

Species N Kept | o Lost
Ao Tag+ | MwveMoTag+ | Doad Total Wesght 5.} Longniin] | weigntivs) | Lengthiny | weigntibs ) | Lenghing

B Martin

ADDITIONAL BILLFISHES AND TUNAS

Required if selected (all billfish
tournaments are selected)

e |nstructions sent with form

e Reports submitted via fax or malil

Hurmber Riloated Size of Fish Kept Saze of Fish Kept Size of Fish Kept

Spacies Mo Hept | Mo Lost
Alve Tag + | AmverioTag+ | Dosd = | Toaa Waight (bs. ) Lengthon) | weightibs ) | Lengthin) | Weightobs) | Lengthiin)
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The National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) remind:
tournament operators to register

urring on the East Coast,
Gulf of Me and in the

United St

wit rnational fishery
1t obligations. Federal
re that all
ents awarding points or

prizes for Atlantic HMS, includ
tunas, sharks, swordfish,
billfish, regardliess of wh
not the ed,
register with NMFS.

Service, Stewardship

REMINDER:
REGISTER YOUR 2012 TOURNAMENTS

Registration is due at least four (4) weeks prior to the start of the tournament.

Some tournaments have already registered for 2012, If you have not already
done so, please complete an Atlantic HMS tournament registration form and mail,
fax, or e-mail it to:
HMS Tournament Registry
263 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Fax (727) 824-5399
HMSTournamentRegistry@noaa.gov

You must receive a confirmation number to complete registration.
Tournament operators should retain this number until the end of the fishing year.

HMS tournament participants must have an HMS permit to fish. NMFS urges
fournament operators to remind participants that in order to participate in an Atlantic
HMS toumament, fishermen must have one of the following: (1) HMS Angling; (2)
HMS Charter/Headboat; or (3) Atlantic Tunas General category permit.

HMS informational materials are available for distribution. Be sure to check the
box near the bottom of the registration form and indicate how many you need in the
space provided [If your tournament is registered with a P.O. Box, please also
provide a physical mailing address for UPS at the bottom of the form].

HMS has a new tournaments website:
www.nmfs.noaa.govisfalhms/Tournaments
See what's coming up on our list of registered tournaments.
Obtain registration forms, reporting forms, and permits.
Read regulatory requirements for tournament operators and participants
Watch a video about the circle hook, required for all billfish tournament
participants when fishing with natural or artificial/inatural combination bait.

You will be notified if your HMS tournament is selected for catch reporting.
All billfish tournaments are selected for reporting. NMFS reporting forms must
be completed and returned no later than seven days after fishing has ended. For
more information about tournament reporting, including obtaining reporting forms,
please visit the website above or call (305) 361-4214.

Thank you, in advance, for registering your
2012 Atlantic HMS tournaments!

Highly Migratory Species Management Division Phone (727) 824-5399

* Reminder sent
two months in
advance of past
tournament start
date

 Includes printed
registration form
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Suggestions for Improvement?

Online registration system?
Outreach outlets?

Improving registration compliance?
Others?

Please send comments and suggestions to:
Katie.Davis@noaa.gov



