
Atlantic bluefin tuna
Recent fishery trends – landings and bycatch information, 
updated through 2011
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2011 Retention Limits and Inseason Actions 
– Angling Category

• January 1 to April 1:  
Default: 1 school, large school, or small medium BFT/vessel/day

• April 2 to December 31:
P i t 1 h l l h l BFT lPrivate: 1 school or large school BFT per vessel
Charter/Headboat:  1 school BFT and 1 large school BFT/vessel/day
(retention of small medium BFT prohibited April 2-December 31)

Trophy category (1 large medium or giant BFT/vessel/year) 
closure dates:
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closure dates:
South - April 2 North - July 29



2011 Retention Limits and Inseason Actions 
– Commercial Categories

• General Category
Jan 1 Jan 31: 2 large medium or giant BFT/vessel/dayJan 1 – Jan 31: 2 large medium or giant BFT/vessel/day
Jun 1 – Nov 5: 3 large medium or giant BFT/vessel/day 
Nov 6 – Dec 31: 2 large medium or giant BFT/vessel/day
N 6 Q t t f f R t G l t (50 t)Nov 6: Quota transfer from Reserve to General category (50 mt)

• Harpoon Category
Jun 1 – Nov 15: 2 large medium & unlimited giant BFT/vessel/day
Nov 16 – Dec 31: Closed
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2011 Retention Limits and Inseason 
Actions – Commercial Categories

• Longline Category (January 1 through December 31)
1 large medium or giant BFT/vessel for 2 000 lb target catch• 1 large medium or giant BFT/vessel for 2,000 lb target catch

• 2 large medium or giant BFT/vessel for 6,000 lb target catch
• 3 large medium or giant BFT/vessel for 30,000 lb target catch

• Purse Seine Category (July 15 through December 31)
• Large medium BFT: no more than 15%, by weight, of the total 

amount of giant BFT/year
• Giant BFT: unlimited
• BFT <73: no more than 1%, by weight, of the skipjack and yellowfin

l d d th t t i
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landed on that trip



U.S. BFT Landings vs. 
Adjusted Quotas (mt)
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In 2011, total landings= 746 mt which corresponded to 72% of the U.S. adjusted 
quota (1,043.6 mt) and 79% of the base quota (948.7 mt).
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U.S. base quotas shown for 2005 through 2011 beige bars to illustrate relation of 
recent landings to base quotas.



Landings by Category (mt)g y g y ( )
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Note the decline in General category landings from 2001 through 2007 and the large proportion of Angling 
category landings 2007 through 2009 (associated with a spike in large school/small medium BFT landings)
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category landings 2007 through 2009 (associated with a spike in large school/small medium BFT landings).  
General category landings grew each year from 2007 through 2010 and decreased in 2011 (but were 95% of 
the 2011 adjusted General category subquota).

Longline and Trap combined because both are incidental fisheries and data at beginning of time series were combined.



Recreational Landings by AreaRecreational Landings by Area
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Data source: LPS (for ME-VA only)
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Angling category landings of small medium BFT 
prohibited 6/12-12/31/10 and 4/2-12/31/11



Commercial Landings by AreaCommercial Landings by Area
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Commercial landings declined from peak in 
2001 until 2007, increased from 2007 through 
2010, and decreased slightly in 2011.



Comparison of FMP allocations to
% f 2011 L di% of 2011 Landings
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Recent landings (directed and incidental) by category as a percentage ofRecent landings (directed and incidental) by category as a percentage of 
total landings compared to allocations established in the 1999 HMS FMP 
(at left).



Base and adjusted BFT quotas, landings, and retention limits, 2009-2011



Base and adjusted BFT quotas, landings, and retention limits, 2006-2008



The average 

LPIS: Expanded Catch-at-Length Length Distribution of Angling BFT 2006-2011

g
weight of 
recreationally 
landed BFT has 
increasedincreased 
substantially  
over the last 
several years
School: 27 to <47”

Lg. School: 47 to <59”

Sm. Medium: 59 to <73”

(Lg. School and          
Sm. Medium BFT 
traditionally have been 
managed as one size 
class)

Shows catch by state

73”: Commercial minimum size27” 47” 59”



Longline Quotas, Incidental Landings, Dead Discards and Catch, 
2008-2010

Metric tons (rounded)

Area Adjusted
Quota 1

Landings 2 Dead 
Discards2

Total Catch

2010 NED 25 9 4 132010 NED 25 9 4 13
East Coast ~ “North” 30 35 84 120
GoM ~ “South” 45 44 34 78
T t l 100 88 122 211Total 100 88 122 211

2009 NED3 25 51 6 57
East Coast ~ “North” 30 46 120 166
G M “S th” 45 33 78 111GoM ~ “South” 45 33 78 111
Total 100 131 204 335

2008 NED 25 9 5 14
East Coast ~ “North” 23 40 67 107
GoM ~ “South” 34 26 86 112
Total 82 75 158 233

1 Adjusted quota as published for LLN and LLS in annual quota specifications (N & S of 31°N. lat.)
2 Landings and dead discards as reported by ICCAT Statistical Area in 2009-2011 U.S. Reports to ICCAT. 2010 dead discards update and 
2011 dead discards data will be available May 2012.
3 NMFS applied target catch requirements when 2009 NED set-aside met, effective Oct. 20-Dec. 31
4 Note: There may be slight errors in the numbers as a result of  rounding to the  nearest whole number



Size Frequency Distribution of All U.S. BFT Landings by Gear and 
Longline Discards, 2007-2010
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Size frequency distribution (number of fish) of BFT landed incidentally 
and discarded dead by the PLL fleet by area (2010)
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