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Two Years 

to 
Implement 

Management 
Measures 

 

Status Determination for Scalloped Hammerhead (Apr.2011) 

Proposed Rule (Expected late Fall 2012) 

Final Rule (Mar. 2013) 

Status Determination for Sandbar, Dusky and  
Blacknose sharks and Scoping (Sept.-Dec. 2011) 

Gulf of Mexico Blacktip Shark Stock Assessment (Sept. 2012) 

Measures Effective (Apr. 2013) per 2 year Magnuson Req. 

HMS Advisory Panel Consultation 
(Sept. 2011) 

HMS Advisory Panel Consultation 
and Predraft (Mar. 2012) 
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Shark Species Overfished Overfishing Rebuild by Assessment 
Scalloped Hammerhead Yes* Yes* 2023 Hayes et al. 2009 
Dusky Yes Yes 2099 SEDAR 21 
Sandbar Yes No+ 2070 SEDAR 21 
Blacknose: Atlantic Yes* Yes* 2043 SEDAR 21 
Blacknose: Gulf of Mexico Unknown* Unknown* Unknown SEDAR 21 
Blacktip: Gulf of Mexico No No NA SEDAR 29 

*New stock status      +Improved stock status from previous assessment 

Recent Stock 
Assessments 
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 Previous stock assessment  2005/2006 
 Separated blacktip sharks into 2 regional stocks 
 Not overfished; overfishing not occurring 
 Fishing mortality should be maintained/kept from 

increasing in both regions 
 

 Results incorporated into Amendment 2 (2008) 

Gulf of Mexico Blacktip 
Sharks 
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Atlantic Shark Management History 

 Data webinars: January – March 2012 
 Stock Assessment Workshop: March 19 - 22, 2012 
 Post-Assessment Webinars:  April – May 2012 
 Stock Assessment Workshop Report: May 2012 
 CIE Review of Stock Assessment: July 2012 
 Post-Review Updates and Projections Document (not peer 

reviewed): August 2012 
 

SEDAR 29 Process: GOM 
Blacktip Sharks 
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Gulf of Mexico Blacktip 
Sharks 

Comment period regarding 
including Gulf of Mexico 
blacktip sharks was open 
from May 29, 2011 to June 
21, 2011 
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 Updated the GOM blacktip shark model with data 
through 2010 

 Include/review updated life history parameters 
 New data sources for evaluation/inclusion: 
 Mote Marine Lab monitoring 
 Everglades National Park 
 PLL Observer Program 
 MRIP/MRFSS 
 Mexican catches/landings 

Gulf of Mexico Blacktip 
Shark Stock Assessment 
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 Stock not overfished; overfishing not occurring 
 Projections/calculations for an ABC were not included in the 

formal stock assessment 
 NMFS completed projections afterwards 
 The projections indicate that higher levels of removal may be 

allowable without resulting in an overfished stock 
 However--projection methodology for shark stocks that are 

not overfished is currently in development and has yet to be 
introduced and reviewed within the Southeast Data, 
Assessment, and Review process for sharks 
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Potential Management 
Approaches Explored in 

Predraft 

 TACs, Quotas, and Retention Limits 
 

 Commercial At-vessel Mortality and Discard Reduction 
 

 Modifying Time/Area Closures 
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 Individual TACs and quotas for scalloped hammerhead sharks 
and modifying the non-sandbar LCS quota complex 

 Creating regional quotas for blacknose sharks 
 Quota linkages 
 Modifying recreational size and bag limits for sharks 

 
 
 
 

TAC, Quotas, and 
Retention Limits 

Ideas included 

 
- Move to species-specific management 
- Manage hammerhead sharks as a complex 
- Unlink blacknose sharks and non-blacknose SCS 
- Questions about recreational landings numbers 
- Catch and release recreational shark fishery 
- Increase recreational angler education and outreach 

Comments included 
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 Soak time restrictions on BLL gear 
 Gear tending requirements 
 Hook requirements 

 
 
 
 

 Commercial At-vessel 
Mortality and Discard 

Reduction 
Ideas included 

 
- Would reduce flexibility in fishing techniques 
- Safety at sea issues 
- Enforcement issues 

Comments included 
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 Modifying the mid-Atlantic BLL time/area closure 
 Modifying the Charleston Bump PLL time/area closure 
 Implementing a BLL closure in the Eastern Gulf of Mexico 

shoreward of 35 fathoms between June and August 
 Expanding the ASMFC time/area closure into federal waters 

 
 
 

Ideas included 

 
- Gulf of Mexico closure would be ineffective  
- Look at where, when and by whom the dusky shark interactions are 

occurring, as well as fishing effort  
- Bycatch caps 

Comments included 

Modifying Time/Area 
Closures 
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- Proposed rule and public hearings to come later this 

year/early 2013 
 

- Since we missed this meeting for AP consultation on the 
proposed rule, we may have to consult with the AP before the 
spring AP meeting. What would be the best way to do that? 

- Conference call 
- Webinar 
- Small, specific, shark/A5 focused AP in-person meeting 
- Other ideas? 

 
 

Next Steps 
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