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Presentation Outline 
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Recreational Bluefin Landings Tag (RBLT) 
Massachusetts Pilot Project 
 

• Recruited Participants 
 Relatively low refusal rate (11%)  
 309 Angling; 107 Charter /headboat 

• Initial Tag Kits mailed mid-June 
• 19 Tag Stations established 
• Data collection started July 1  
• Follow-up calls and Email reminders 
• Reports through Sept. 18 

 30 fish by 24 Angling permit holders 
 120 fish by 18 Charter/headboat permit holders 
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RBLT Next Steps  
 

• Continue data collection through 2012 season 
 

• Recover unused tags – reminder notice; follow-up call 
 

• Analysis and program evaluation 
 

• Final Report with recommendations – expected early 2013 
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Puerto Rico MRIP HMS 
• HMS Telephone Survey 
 Analyzing Data 
 Final Report - Spring 2013 
 

• HMS Catch Card Pilot 
 Final Report under review – expected October 2012 
 Key Findings: 

• Catch card program has advantages over current system 
• Reporting stations were not reliable 
• Consider issuing tags/cards directly to anglers and captains 
• Conduct anonymous email survey to identify barriers to reporting 
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Large Pelagics Survey  
Estimation and Design Project 
 
Proposed Timeline   

 
• Project kick-off meetings - Winter 2013 
• Phase I: Develop re-estimation approach - Spring 2013 
• Phase II: Evaluate re-design options - Summer/Fall 2013 
• Final Report with recommendations – Winter 2014 
• Begin re-estimation process – Winter 2014 
• Develop pilot study to test new design – Spring 2014 
• Field test new design – Summer/Fall 2014  
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MRIP Web Site  
 
 

www.countmyfish.noaa.gov 
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