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Additional Flexibility for General Category Quota 
Adjustment 

 
 

Jan Jun - Aug Sept Oct - Nov Dec 

 Proactively transfer General category quota to January 
subperiod per criteria 
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Another Alternative Analyzed for Modifying General Category Sub-
period Allocations (but not proposed) 
Establish 12 Equal Monthly Sub-Quotas:  
 Was considered in the 2011 Environmental Assessment for a Rule to Adjust 

the Atlantic Bluefin Tuna General and Harpoon Category Regulations 
 Could result in a shift in bluefin tuna landings, both temporally (to later in the 

season) and geographically to the South  
 January would be increased (from 5.3% to 8.3%)  
 Amount available for January through March would increase 
 The amount available for the current June-August subperiod would 

decrease from 50% to 24.9% 
 The amount available for September subperiod would decrease from 26.5% 

to 8.3% 
 The amount available for the October/November period would increase from 

13% to 16.6% 
 The December subquota period would increase from 5.2% to 8.3% 

Specifics 
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NMFS Authority to Adjust Harpoon Category Retention 
Limits of Large Medium Bluefin (73 to < 81”) 

Default retention limit: 
 2 per day 

3 per day 

4 per day 

OR 

Limit of Giants (> 81”) would remain the same 
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Angling Category Trophy Subquota Distribution: 

Current 
North 

South 

33.3% 

67.7% 

Proposed 

(south includes Gulf of Mexico) 

North 33.3% 

*Gulf of 
Mexico 

33.3% 33.3% South 
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* Targeting bluefin in the 
Gulf of Mexico is 
prohibited; incidental 
capture only 
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Proposed Change the Start Date of the  
Purse Seine Category 

Current:  July 15 (or NMFS may delay until Aug 15) 
 
Proposed:  June 1 (or NMFS may delay until Aug 15) 
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Modify Rules Regarding Permit Category Changes 

Would allow a vessel owner to modify the category of an 
Atlantic Tunas or HMS permit issued for up to 45 days from 
date of issuance, provided the vessel has not landed 
bluefin tuna as verified via landings data. 
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North Atlantic Albacore Tuna Quota 
 Implement the U.S. annual quota of northern albacore tuna 

recommended by ICCAT 
 Account for overharvest and underharvest of the quota 

adjusted as appropriate for prior year catch, including 
delayed adjustment (that would skip a year) or adjustments 
over several years 

Carry-forward of unused quota from one year to the next 
would be limited to 25 percent of the initial quota 
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Questions?  
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