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Why is ITDS required? 
What is ITDS? 
How will NMFS use ITDS? 
What are next steps for NMFS? 



Why is ITDS Required for NMFS? 
 
Customs Modernization Act (1993) - national 
customs automation program 
 
SAFE Port Act (2006) – mandates PGA 
participation for admissibility decisions; ITDS RTC 
 
US imports ~ 90% of seafood, several products 
and/or nations subject to monitoring/embargoes 



What is ITDS? 
 
Single window (ACE) for electronic submission of 
trade data for CBP and all Partner Government 
Agencies (e.g., NMFS, FDA, FWS, Coast Guard) 
 
Concurrent, real-time evaluation of admissibility 
by all concerned PGAs (47 agencies) 



Current process 
 
Electronic submission of entry data to CBP 
 
Paper forms to NMFS (BFT, SWO, 
Toothfish, etc.) 
 
Monthly CBP data feed to NMFS (entry 
summaries) 
 
Post-release evaluation of admissibility – 
permits & documentation 



ITDS Model – Paperless/Single Window 
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Key Elements of ITDS 
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Benefits of Single Window 
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Who submits data to ACE? 
 
Carriers – information on conveyance (ship, 
aircraft, etc.) and crew 
 
Shippers – information from manifest, commercial 
invoice 
 
Customs Broker – tariff codes, volume, value, etc. 
 
Importer/Consignee – catch document details 



What is future process for NMFS? 
 
Electronic submission of trade data for CBP and 
NMFS message set (e.g., flag nation, ocean area) 
 
Real time CBP data feed to NMFS with image 
files of  documents (BCDs, DCDs, 370s) 
 
Pre-release evaluation of admissibility – 
automated checks and examination of documents 



NMFS ITDS Integration 
Rulemaking  
 Consolidated Trade Permit 
 Electronic Entry Filing (Message Set and DIS) 
 
NMFS Database Development 
 Self-Serve Permitting via National Permits System 
 Reference files loaded into CBP ACE system 
 Web Services communication of validation results 
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