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III. DEALER REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 
Atlantic Bluefin Tuna9 

 
LANDINGS REPORTS AND TAGS 
Atlantic bluefin tuna dealers must submit a daily landing report to NMFS for 
each bluefin tuna that is received from a U.S. vessel authorized to harvest 
Atlantic tunas.  Daily landing report forms can be obtained from the HMS 
Gloucester office by emailing BFTReporting@noaa.gov or calling (978) 281-
9260.  Landing reports must be submitted via fax to (877) 883-8001 and must be 
received by NMFS no later than 24 hours after a dealer receives a bluefin tuna.  
Landing reports must indicate both the permit number and name of the vessel 
that landed the bluefin tuna and be signed by the vessel’s operator/owner 
immediately upon transfer of the bluefin tuna. 

NMFS will issue numbered dealer tags to each permitted Atlantic tuna dealer. A 
dealer tag is not transferable and is usable only by the dealer to whom it was 
issued. One of these tags must be affixed to each bluefin tuna immediately after 
offloading.  If the fish is on the vessel, and the vessel is trailered, then the fish 
must be tagged as soon as the vessel is removed from the water. Tags must be 
attached the bluefin tuna between the fifth dorsal finlet and the caudal keel, and 
must remain on the bluefin tuna until the fish is cut into portions.  If the bluefin 
tuna or its parts are packaged for transport, then the number of the dealer tag 
must be written legibly and indelibly on the outside of the package.  Dealer tags 
may not be reused once affixed to a tuna or recorded on a package, container, or 
report.  See Section V. Importing, Exporting, and Re-Exporting HMS for 
information on importing or exporting a tagged bluefin tuna. 

BIWEEKLY REPORTS 
In addition to landing reports, bi-weekly reports must be completed by all 
dealers that purchase Atlantic bluefin tuna, and may be obtained at the following 
website: 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/compliance/permits_reporting/abt_biweekly
_dealer_rpt.pdf or by emailing BFTReporting@noaa.gov.  Reports for the first 
reporting period of the month cover days 1-15, and the second reporting period 
covers day 16 to the end of the month.  Reports must be postmarked no later 
than 10 days after the last day of the reporting period. 

BLUEFIN TUNA CAUGHT BY PELAGIC LONGLINE OR PURSE SEINE GEAR 
When a dealer purchases a bluefin tuna from a pelagic longline or purse seine 
fisherman, the dealer must report that purchase in the HMS Individual Bluefin 
Quota (IBQ) Online System 
(https://portal.southeast.fisheries.noaa.gov/cs/main.html#) in addition to 
submitting a landing card and biweekly report.  Simultaneously, the fisherman 
must confirm the accuracy of the information entered by the dealer, and report 
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any undersized bluefin tuna that he/she discarded dead.10  Furthermore, if the 
dealer makes any purchases from a pelagic longline or purse seine fisherman 
who had dead discards of  bluefin tuna during his trip, the fisherman must report 
the bluefin tuna dead discards using the dealer’s IBQ Online System interface 
(even if no bluefin tuna were purchased for that trip).  Online reports must be 
submitted within 24 hours of purchase.   

A User ID and PIN for the IBQ Online System can be obtained by calling IBQ 
customer service at 301/427-8591 or emailing NMFS.HMS.IBQ@noaa.gov.  
Additional information is available in the Troubleshooting Guide which can be 
downloaded at 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/sfa/hms/documents/fmp/am7/ibq_troubleshooting_g
uide.pdf 

Dealers must retain all reports for a period of two years after they are required to 
be submitted to NMFS. 11     

 


