B.0 APPENDIX B: CARIBBEAN HMS IDENTIFICATION GUIDES

As discussed in section 2.4, NOAA Fisheries received comments requesting that the Agency
develop outreach documents that would aide fishermen in identifying HMS that they capture. In
an attempt to respond to constituent requests, and to better collect species-specific catch data
from the region, NOAA Fisheries has created a series of Caribbean HMS identification guides.
These guides will be produced in both English and Spanish and will be made available to
Caribbean HMS fishery participants. The English versions of the identification guides can be
seen below.
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** SPECIAL NOTES:

Roundscale spearfish—Front end of mid-body acales round and soft.
White marlin— Front end of mid-body scales pointed and stiff.
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Guide to Swordfish and the Billfishes of Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands
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FEDERAL BILLFISH REGULATIONS

Complete Federal Highly Migratory Species regulations may be found
at www.nmfs.noaa.govisfalhms. The official Federal regulations can
be found in 50 CFR part 635 and the Federal Register. Since fishery
rules are subject to change, fishermen must familiarize themselves
with the latest regulations and are responsible for complying with
current official regulations.

Highly Migratory Species Management Division
(301) 713-2347
MNOAA Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

April 2009
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Guide to the Tunas of Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands
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ANATOMY OF A TUNA

2nd dorsal fin

FEDERAL TUNA REGULATIONS Diagonal stripes

15t dorsal fin

Complete Federal Highly Migratory Species regulations may be found

be found in 50 CFR part 635 and the Federal Register. Since fishery
rules are subject to change, fishermen must familiarize themselves
with the latest regulations and are responsible for complying with
current official regulations.

Caudal fin

Highly Migratory Species Management Division

(301) 713-2347
NOAA Fisheries Service
1315 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

April 2009

From Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission’s FWC Guide to Atlantic Tunas. Adapted with permission by Enic Sander
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84

Vantral (lower)
finlets
Horizontal stripes

anal fin

Chast spots

Curved fork length (CFL)

{Measured along body curvatura)




Begin
Here

" Hammerhoads

[ Largo bright lines and spots

- Gill 5Bts almost cometogathar ontop of hbead —— = Baskng shark *

—* Spined dorsalfins

= Large, rounded dorsal fn with light colored tip

——— b Caudalfin node had

+ Whale shark ™

Guide to the Common Sharks of Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands ™
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Guide to the Common Sharks of Puerto Rico and the U. S. Virgin Islands
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be found in 50 CFR part 635 and the Federal Register. Since fishery
rules are subject to change, fishermen must familiarize themselves
with the latest regulations and are responsible for complying with
current official regulations.

Highly Migratory Species Management Division

(301) 713-2347
NOAA Fisheries Service
41315 East West Highway
Silver Spring, MD 20910

April 2009






