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1.0 PREFACE 

This consolidated document contaIns all elements of the Fishery Management Plan (FMP), 
Final Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS), Regulatory Impact Review (RIR), and Initial 
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA). The detailed scientific, technical, and other supportive 
documentation on which the management regime proposed for the billfish fishery is based can be 
found in the source document for Atlantic billfishes, which is available for review at the following 
locations: 

New England Fishery Management Council 

Suntaug Office Park, 5 Broadway (Route 1) 

Saugus, Massachusetts 01906 


Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

Federal Building, Room 2115 

300 South New Street 

Dover, Delaware 19901-6790 / 


South Atlantic Fishery Management Council 

Southpark Building, Suite 306 

1 Southpark Circle 

Charleston, South Carolina 29407 -4699 


Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management Council 

Lincoln Center, Suite 881 

5401 West Kennedy Boulevard 

Tampa, Florida 33609 


Caribbean Fishery Management Council 

Suite 1108, Banco de Ponce Building 

Hato Rey. Pueno Rico 00918-2577 


. National Marine Fisheries Service 

Northeast Regional Office 

14 Elm Street 

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930 


National Marine Fisheries Service 

Northeast Fisheries Center 

Woods Hole, Massachusetts 02543 
. . 

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Southeast Regional Office 

Duval Building 

9450 Koger Boulevard 

S1. Petersburg, Florida 33702 


National Marine Fisheries Service 

Southeast Fisheries Center 

75 Virginia Beach Drive 

Miami, Florida 33149 


National Marine Fisheries Service 

Washington, DC 20235 
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ABBREVIA TIONS AND DEFINmONS USED IN TInS DOCUMENT 

CFR Code of Federal Regulations 

DAR Domestic annual harvest r 

EEZ Exclusive Economic Zone - an area extending from the seaward boundary of the 

states' territorial seas to 200 nautical miles from" the baseline from which the 

territorial sea is measured 

FMP Fishery Management Plan 

ICCAT International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas 

:MFCMA Magnuson Fishery Conservation and Management Act 

MSY Maximum sustainable yield -"the largest quantity of fish that can be harvested 

annually from a resource without reducing its long-term productive potential 

tnt metric tons - 2204.5 pounds 

N:MFS National Marine Fisheries Service 

OY Optimum Yield - a kind of total annual catch target; that "quantity of fish that 1) will 
" " I " 

produce the greatest benefit to the nation (with referenc~ to food production and 

recreational opportunities); and 2) is prescribed on the basis of MSY as modified by 

relevant economic, social, or ecological factors. 

Overfishing effort above the level which is optimal to produce MSY resulting in catches below 

MSY 

PMP Preliminary Management Plan - prepared by the Secretary of Commerce to manage 

the harvest by foreign fishermen in the EEZ until an FMP has been prepared by a 

Regional Fishery Management Council 

RIR Regulatory Impact Review - assessment of the economic impacts of proposed 

management measures and alternatives considered in an FMP 

SCRS Standing Committee on Research and Statistics of ICCAT 

Secretary Secretary of Commerce 

TALFF Total Allowable Level of Foreign Fishing - only that portion of optimum yield 

which will not be harvested by U.S. fishermen 
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