U.S. fishermen (Table 1). Of this amount none was taken outside the FCZ
and 0.4 percent was taken from state waters. The U.S. and Canada
together accounted for almost 90 percent of the annual western North
Atlantic swordfish harvest between 1978 and 1982. This trend is expected
to have continued through 1984 (Tables | and 2).

Swordfish are separated from other billfish for purposes of manage-
ment because virtually all swordfish are taken on longline or with harpoons
commercially, while virtually all billfish are taken on rod and reel
recreationally.

6.0 PROBLEMS

1. Growth overfishing as measured by yield-per-recruit analysis is
occurriﬁg or probably about to occur. This reduces landings by
weight and significantly reduces landings by value because
there are fewer larger fish preferred by the market. Since 1930
there has been an increase (both relative and absolute) in the
catch of smaller fish (under 50 pounds dressed weight). There
would be a gain in weight and value landed if these fish were
harvested at a larger size.

2. There is intense competition for fishing space that rasults in
gear entanglement and loss. This occurs between:
o domestic longliners
o domestic longliners, drift nets, and fixed lobster gear in

the northeast

o domestic longliners and foreign tuna longliners

3. There is an incidental swordfish catch by foreign tuna longlines

and squid trawls that is lost to domestic fishermen.
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