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9. HMS PERMITS  
 

NMFS continues to monitor capacity in the HMS fisheries.  The FEIS of 
Amendment 2 to the Consolidated HMS FMP contains the most up to date permit 
information in the shark fishery, including dealers (73 FR 21124, April 18, 2008).  The 
final EA for the revitalization of the U.S. swordfish fishery contains current commercial 
limited access and dealer permits numbers (72 FR 33436, June 18, 2007).  In addition, an 
updated number of tuna dealer permits is included in this report.
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Table 9.1.      Distribution of Shark, Swordfish and Other Permits Held, by State (October 2007) 
 

State SHK 

Directed  

SHK 
Inci-
dental  

SWO 
Directed  

SWO Incidental 
/Handgear 

GOM 
Reef Fish 

Dolphin 

Wahoo 

*Mackerel: 
King and 
Spanish 

Lobster Snapper 

Grouper 

Non-HMS Charter 
Head Boat General 

 

Other  

ME 2 1 2 1 -- 2 -- -- -- -- -- 

NH  
2 2  

0 1 -- -- -- 
 
-- -- -- -- 

MA 4 10 7 13 -- 11 5 2 -- -- 3 

RI  
0 7 1 18 -- 5   1 -- --   

11 -- 

CT  
1 1 0 1 1 1 -- -- -- -- -- 

NY 9 9 12 8 -- 17 6 -- 2 1 -- 

NJ 25 27 26 18 -- 33 33 2 2 8 4 

DE -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- -- 

MD 4 5 7 1 -- 9 2 -- -- 3 -- 

VA 2 5  
0 3 -- 2 2 -- 1 -- -- 

NC 20 15 11 8 -- 28 42 -- 16 7 4 

SC 7 12 4 1 -- 14 14 1 14 9 2 

GA 2 1 -- -- -- 3 5 4 3 -- -- 

FL 132 137 63 69 111 186 309 46 81 154 13 
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State SHK 

Directed  

SHK 
Inci-
dental  

SWO 
Directed  

SWO Incidental 
/Handgear 

GOM 
Reef Fish 

Dolphin 

Wahoo 

*Mackerel: 
King and 
Spanish 

Lobster Snapper 

Grouper 

Non-HMS Charter 
Head Boat General 

 

Other  

AL 5 1  
0 2 5 -- 3 -- -- -- -- 

MS 1 5 -- 3 -- 7 -- - -- -- 

LA 4 35 31 4 3 4 7 -- - -- 2 

TX 3 9 2 5 11 1 8 -- -- -- 1 

No Vessel 
ID 7 14 14 7 -- -- --- -- -- -- -- 

Total 
2007 
** 

231 296 180 160 134 316 444 54 119 193 29 

Total 
2006 
 

240 312 191 174 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 

Total 
2005 
 

235 320 190 183 *** *** *** *** *** *** *** 

 
 
 

** Totals for 2007 are as of November 1, 2007 
*** Non-HMS permits were not calculated in 2005 and 2006 
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Table 9.2. HMS CHB Permits by State as of October 1, 2007 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State CHB permits State CHB Permits 

AL 62 NH 51 

CT 93 NJ 555 

DE 143 NV 1 

FL 598 OH 2 

GA 21 PA 48 

LA 77 PR 18 

MA 643 RI 155 

MD 163 SC 127 

ME 90 TN -- 

MI 2 TX 152 

MS 25 VA 123 

NC 375 VI 20 

NY 341 Other 14 

Total   (2007)                                                                                     3,899 

Total   (2006)                                                                                     4,173 
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Table 9.3.          Number of Atlantic Tuna Dealer Permits by State Issued in  

      the 2007 Calendar Year*   
 

*  Dealers may obtain a permit to sell and purchase only bluefin tuna, only BAYS 
     tunas, or both bluefin and BAYS tunas. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

State Bluefin Only BAYS Only Bluefin and 
Bays 

Total Atlantic 
Tunas Dealer 

Permits 
AL -- 1 -- 1 
CA -- -- 4 4 
CT -- 1 -- 1 
DE -- -- 4 4 
FL 1 1 18 20 
GA -- -- -- -- 
IL -- -- -- -- 
HI -- -- -- -- 
LA -- -- 4 4 
MA 2 2 58 62 
MD -- -- 8 8 
ME 2 -- 10 12 
NC -- -- 16 16 
NH -- -- 2 2 
NJ 4 -- 58 62 
NY -- 7 34 41 
PA -- -- -- -- 
PR -- 3 -- 3 
RI -- 3 19 22 
SC -- -- 4 4 
TX -- 1 -- 1 
VA -- 1 14 15 
VI -- 2 2 4 

WA -- -- -- -- 
Total 9 22 255 286 



109 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Table 9.4. The Number of Atlantic Tuna Permit Holders by Category,  
  2004 through 2007*   
 

* The actual number of 2007 permit holders in each category are subject to     
    change as individuals renew or allow their permits to expire.    

 
 
Table 9.5. Number of International Trade Permits by State as   

   of December 2007. 
 

State Number of Permits 
CA 59 
CT  1 
FL 40 
GA 1 
HI 9 
IL 2 
KS 1 
LA 2 
MA 24 
MD 2 
ME 3 
NC 3 
NJ 12 
NY 16 
OR 1 
PA 2 
RI 5 

Category 2004 2005 2006 2007 
Longline 222 200 214 218 
Angling 20,245 24,127 25,236 24,220 
Harpoon 49 40 40 26 
Trap 2 7 7 9 
General 5,057 4,494 4,824 3,616 
Purse Seine 5 5 5 4 
Charter 
Headboat 

3,881 3,963 4,173 3,899 

Total 29,461 32,836 34,501 31,992 
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State Number of Permits 
TX 2 
VA 3 
WA 10 
Total 198 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




