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Background
• 2007: ICCAT adopted Recommendation 07-10 to develop 

the bluefin tuna catch documentation (BCD) scheme

• 2008: U.S. implementation of BCD scheme 

• 2010: ICCAT adopted Recommendation 10-11 to develop 
an electronic bluefin tuna catch documentation system 
(eBCD system)

• 2013: ICCAT set implementation date for March 1, 2015

• 2014: ICCAT decided system would not be fully developed 
by deadline



Timeline
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• Proposed rule to implement eBCD system published 
October 9, 2015 (80 FR 61146)
• Comment period ends November 9, 2015

• Date for implementation of the eBCD system anticipated to 
be set during November 2015 ICCAT annual meeting

• Timing of final rulemaking would aim to implement system 
by ICCAT deadline
• Deadline potentially as early as March 1, 2016



eBCD System
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• eBCD system builds on paper-based BCD program

• Used by HMS International Trade Permit (ITP) holders

• Required for all imports, exports, or re-exports of 
bluefin tuna

• Validated by exporting or re-exporting country, except 
for tagged fish

• eBCD system available for testing and use on voluntary 
basis



eBCD System
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Setting Up a User Account
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This system walkthrough uses a test account for User “Jack Crevalle,” an operator at “ABC Fish Company,” a bluefin 
tuna importer/exporter



Selecting and Adding Role(s) and Associated 
Companies to User Profile
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After Selection, Assigned Roles are added to User 
Profile

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 8



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 9

Creation of New eBCD



Creation of New eBCD: Comparison to U.S. BCD
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Creation of New eBCD: Comparison to U.S. BCD



Creation of New eBCD
First piece of information: Harvest Date
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Next Section: Vessel Information using the search 
function
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Vessel Search: type in the vessel name
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Vessel Search: non-ICCAT registered vessel
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Vessel Information: Retype vessel name and 
registration number
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Catch Description Section: Area of Catch

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | NOAA Fisheries | Page 17



Catch Description Section: Gear
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Trade Company Selection Using Search Function
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As a user types in a company name that they are associated with when they registered the role(s), the search bar will bring up 
only those companies that the user is affiliated with under their profile. Once a user clicks on the particular company that is 
associated with this fish it appears in the box. Then they can hit the SAVE button.



After adding total weight and number of fish, tag 
numbers should be added
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User must choose Product Type (Fresh or Frozen)
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User must choose Product Presentation
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Tag information complete for first fish: must press 
the “ADD” symbol
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This is what is seen once the tag information is 
added
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This is the message received when only one of the fish is 
recorded. Since two fish were caught tag information 
must be entered for both.
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Now fish and tag information is complete for both 
fish
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This is the message that appears when the user 
saves the catch section
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Now that the eBCD is saved you can see the document number as 
well as the option to skip validation. Since these are tagged fish 
they are exempt from validation.
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If a user inadvertently clicks “send for validation” they will have to wait until the government authority clears it.



Option to print out the Catch Section just 
completed
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Initiating Trade Section: Click on symbol next to 
document number
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First piece of information: Trade Date
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Product Description
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Exporter/Seller Information
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Note that ABC FISH COMPANY appears automatically in the Exporter/Seller section since the user profile for Jack 
Crevalle is linked to ABC Fish Company.
Notes can be added manually. 



Option 1: Leave the Importer/Buyer Section Blank
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This option is used when the buyer of the fish will not be determined until the fish is already in Japan’s free trade 
zone



Option 2: Buyer is Named
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If this option is selected then East Japan Trading Co. can access this document on the other end immediately



Saving the Trade Section
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After Saving: The Trade (TD01)
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Printed copy of the final eBCD including Catch 
and Trade
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Public Comment and Contacts
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• Comment period ends November 9, 2015
• Submit comments online at www.regulations.gov, search     

NOAA-NMFS-2015-0116

• By mail to: NMFS/SF1, 1315 East-West Highway, National Marine 
Fisheries Service, SSMC3, Silver Spring, MD 20910

• For information on the proposed rule: 
Carrie.Soltanoff@noaa.gov
(301) 427-8503

• For information on use of the eBCD system: 
Kim.Dawson.Guynn@noaa.gov
(228) 769-8964

Questions?
ian.umces.edu/symbols/


