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Table 4.52 Commercial landings of Atlantic Pelagic Sharks in lb dw: 2002-2009.  Sources: Cortés and Neer 2002, 2005; Cortés 
2003; Cortés pers. comm. 

Pelagic Sharks 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 

Bigeye thresher* 0 0 719 267 68 0 0 0 

Bigeye sixgill* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Blue shark 137 6,324 423 0 588 0 3,229 4,793 

Mako, longfin* 3,008 1,831 1,827 403 2,198 2,042 1,896 25,264 

Mako, shortfin 159,840 151,428 217,171 156,082 103,040 165,966 120,255 141,456 

Mako, 
unclassified 

58,392 33,203 50,978 35,241 28,557 38,170 39,661 9,383 

Oceanic whitetip 1,590 2,559 1,082 713 354 787 1,899 933 

Porbeagle 2,690 1,738 5,832 2,452 3,810 3,370 5,259 3,609 

Sevengill* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Sixgill* 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thresher 53,077 46,502 44,915 41,230 27,740 46,391 47,528 33,333 

Unclassified, 
pelagic 5,965 79,439 0 0 571 0 0 154 

Unclassified, 
assigned to 
pelagic 

182,983 314,300 356,522 16,427 25,917 5,453 14,819 6,650 

Unclassified, 
pelagic, fins 0 0 41 0 0 0 0 0 

Total (excluding 
fins) 

467,682 
(212 mt dw) 

637,324 
(289 mt dw) 

679,469 
(308 mt dw) 

252,815 
(115 mt dw) 

192,843  
(87 mt dw) 

262,179 
(119 mt dw) 

234,546 
(106 mt dw) 

225,575 
(102 mt dw) 

* indicates species that were prohibited in the commercial fishery as of June 21, 2000. 


	1.0 INTRODUCTION
	1.1 Summary and Update on HMS Management Division Activities and Regulatory Actions In 2010
	1.2 2010 Accomplishments of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
	1.3 Existing State Regulations

	2.0 STATUS OF THE STOCKS
	2.1 Stock Assessment Details
	2.1.1 Western Atlantic Bluefin tuna
	2.1.2 Atlantic Bigeye Tuna
	2.1.3 Atlantic Yellowfin Tuna
	2.1.4 North Atlantic Albacore Tuna
	2.1.5 West Atlantic Skipjack Tuna
	2.1.6 North Atlantic Swordfish
	2.1.7 South Atlantic Swordfish
	2.1.8 Blue Marlin
	2.1.9 White Marlin
	2.1.10 West Atlantic Sailfish
	2.1.11 Spearfish
	2.1.12 LCS Complex
	2.1.13 Sandbar
	2.1.14 Gulf of Mexico Blacktip
	2.1.15 Atlantic Blacktip
	2.1.16 Dusky Sharks
	2.1.17 SCS Complex
	2.1.18 Bonnethead Sharks
	2.1.19 Atlantic Sharpnose Sharks
	2.1.20 Blacknose Sharks
	2.1.21 Finetooth Sharks
	2.1.22 Northwest Atlantic Porbeagle Sharks
	2.1.23 North Atlantic Blue Sharks
	2.1.24 North Atlantic Shortfin Mako Sharks


	3.0 ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT
	3.1 Designations in the Consolidated Atlantic Highly Migratory Species Fishery Management Plan and its Amendments
	3.2 Shark Nursery Grounds and Essential Fish Habitat Studies

	4.0 FISHERY DATA UPDATE
	4.1 Pelagic Longline (PLL) Fishery 
	4.1.1 Current Management
	4.1.2 Recent Catch and Landings
	4.1.3 International Issues and Catch 

	4.2 Purse Seine
	4.2.1 Current Management
	4.2.2 Recent Catch and Landings
	4.2.3 International Issues and Catch

	4.3 Commercial Handgear
	4.3.1 Current Management
	4.3.2 Recent Catch and Landings

	4.4 Recreational Handgear
	4.4.1 Current Management
	4.4.2 Recent Catch, Landings and Bycatch
	4.4.3 Code of Angling Ethics
	4.4.4 International Issues and Catch

	4.5 Bottom Longline (BLL)
	4.5.1 Current Management
	4.5.2 Recent Catch, Landings, and Discards
	4.5.3 Bottom Longline Bycatch

	4.6 Gillnet Fishery
	4.6.1 Current Management
	4.6.2 Recent Shark Catch, Landings, and Discards
	4.6.2.1 Gillnet Bycatch 
	4.6.2.2 Sea Turtles
	4.6.2.3 Sea Birds
	4.6.2.4 Marine Mammals
	4.6.2.5 Smalltooth Sawfish


	4.7 Buoy Gear
	4.7.1 Domestic History and Current Management 
	4.7.2 Recent Catch, Landings, and Discards

	4.8 Green-Stick Gear
	4.8.1 Current Management
	4.8.2 Recent Catch and Landings

	4.9 Safety Issues
	4.10 Fishery Data: Landings by Species 

	5.0 ECONOMIC STATUS OF HMS FISHERIES
	5.1 Commercial Fisheries
	5.1.1 Ex-Vessel Prices
	5.1.2 Revenues
	5.1.3 Operating Costs

	5.2 Fish Processing and Wholesale Sectors
	5.2.1 Dealers
	5.2.2 Processing Sector

	5.3 International Trade 
	5.3.1 Overview of International Trade for Atlantic HMS
	5.3.1.1 Bluefin Tuna Catch Document
	5.3.1.2 Swordfish Statistical Document
	5.3.1.3 Bigeye Tuna Statistical Document
	5.3.1.4 Dolphin-safe Tuna Imports
	5.3.1.5 Billfish Certificate of Eligibility
	5.3.1.6 Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES)

	5.3.2 U.S. Exports of HMS
	5.3.2.1 Atlantic and Pacific Bluefin Tuna Exports
	5.3.2.2 Other Tuna Exports
	5.3.2.3 Shark Exports
	5.3.2.4 Swordfish Exports
	5.3.2.5 Re-exports of Atlantic HMS
	5.3.2.6 Summary of Atlantic HMS Exports
	5.3.2.7 Atlantic and Pacific Bluefin Tuna Imports
	5.3.2.8 Other Tuna Imports
	5.3.2.9 Swordfish Imports
	5.3.2.10 Shark Imports

	5.3.3 The Use of Trade Data for Management Purposes

	5.4 Recreational Fisheries
	5.4.1 Recreational Angling
	5.4.2 Atlantic HMS Tournaments
	5.4.3 Atlantic HMS Charter and Party Boat Operations


	6.0 COMMUNITY PROFILES
	6.1 Introduction
	6.2 Methodology
	6.2.1 Previous community profiles and assessments
	6.2.2 Community Impacts from Hurricanes 
	6.2.3 Community Impacts from 2010 Deepwater Horizon/BP Oil Spill 

	6.3 United States Demographic Profile
	6.4 State and Community Profiles

	7.0 BYCATCH, INCIDENTAL CATCH, AND PROTECTED SPECIES
	7.1 Bycatch Reduction and the Magnuson-Stevens Act
	7.1.1 Standardized Reporting of Bycatch

	7.2 Bycatch Reduction in HMS Fisheries
	7.2.1 Evaluation and Monitoring of Bycatch
	7.2.2 Bycatch Mortality

	7.3 Protected Species Interactions in HMS Fisheries
	7.3.1 Interactions and the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA)
	7.3.2 Interactions and the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
	7.3.2.1 Sea Turtles
	7.3.2.2 Smalltooth Sawfish
	7.3.2.3 Interactions with Seabirds


	7.4 Measures to Address Protected Species Concerns
	7.5 Bycatch of HMS in Other Fisheries 
	7.5.1 Squid Mid-Water Trawl
	7.5.2 Menhaden Purse Seine Fishery
	7.5.3 Shrimp Trawl Fishery

	7.6 Effectiveness of Existing Time/Area Closures in Reducing Bycatch
	7.6.1 Prohibition of Live Bait in the Gulf of Mexico
	7.6.2 Conclusion

	7.7 Evaluation of Other Bycatch Reduction Measures 

	8.0 HMS PERMITS AND TOURNAMENTS
	8.1 HMS Commercial Fishing Permits
	8.2 Atlantic HMS Charter/Headboat Permits
	8.3 HMS Angling Permit
	8.4 Dealer Permits
	8.5 Exempted Fishing Permits (EFPs), Display Permits, Letters of Acknowledgement (LOAs) Chartering Permits, and Scientific Research Permits (SRPs)
	8.6 Atlantic HMS Tournaments




