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OFFICE OF nm GOVERNOR 

October 28,1999 

The Honorabie William M. Daley 

Se::re~ry. U.S: Department of Ct-."nmerce 

1('" Street and Coristitution Ave.., NW 

Weshingtor" D.C. 20230 


Dear Secretary Daley: 

I am formally requesting 1nClt you decJare c federal disaster in the West Coast groundfish 

fishery in orde:- to provide financial relief to the fishing anc fish processing families tr.at will be 

decimated by the impending fisherymanagemen! measures to protect West Coast 

grounpiish stocks. 


Tnousancs oftishermen and a l/1a;e humber of fish plan1 workers in'Califomia will be affected 

by the impending regulations. Recreational fishermen and the businesses tnat cater to them 

ere also expected to suffer Significant impacts. The economic consequen::es to coas121 . 

communities w1l1 be in the mIllions of dollars annuany. and can be expectec to continue for 

years to come as the proundflSh stocks begin to rebuild and the fishermen are precluded 

from harvesting them. An economic analysis of the actual impaas of the pro;:>osec 

regutations will follow from the Pacific Fishery Management Council (PFMC). 


Both the W.agnusorr-Stevens and Interjurisdidional Fisheries ads provide forfederaffinancial . 

relief to the affected individuals and communities in the event of a fIShery disaster (see 

sections 3'12 and 308 of the respective aets). The continuing adverse environment oqcupied 

by West Coast proundfish (and some salmon) stoc!cS since the late "1970'5 clearly qualifies in 

this regard, and financial assistance ,from the federal govemment to the affected fistiennen. 

fish processing families.·anc,sssociated industries is justified puJ'SUant to fede/'i:lllaw. Data' 

are availa~e from tile NMFS to support the view that the environment. not the fishermen: is 

'the primary cause of our current situation. ' 

A dedaration of fishery disaster is the firs1 step in the process of provid,ing ~isaster relief to 

our affected communities. 'appreciate your attention to this matter. If I can be of further ' 

assis1ance, please contact Mr. Robert Hight:. Dire::tor of the California Depar1ment of Fish 

and Game at (916) 653·7667 or call Mr. Greg Garcia of my Washington D.C. office at (202) 

624·5270. 

Sincerel),. 
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