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September 8, 200S 

The Honorable KathJoen Babineaux Blanco 
Govcnlor ofLoWIi_. 
Baton koup. Louialma 108()4..9004 

. Deer Oovemor Dimeo: 

I am writing to inform you that tho J)epat1meot of ~'. NatioDal Oceaio 
Atmospheric AdmWstratloo·s National Marine Fiaheries Service is exa.miDia& 1he effectl of 
hurricane Katrina on tho GWfofMexico fisheries UDder aectioD 311(a) oftho Mlqp.mIon..stev.. 
Fishery CoDSenration md MIDIlJODlent Aot (MBA) aDd sectiOD 308(cI) of tho latClJjuaatictioDal 
F1Sheria A~ (IFA). 

I am making a detemUnation that a commordal &htJry failuro and • fiIbIlry resoaroo 
disastetwitbin thomeaninp ofseotion 312(a) ofMSAmd section308(d) oflPAbave bOfpm iD 
the 0l11fofMcxico·. commcrdal fisheriea offof tho Plorlda ICo)'I and tho north-cor.draJ Gulfof 
Mexico, iDchu.tiDg Plodda, AJabIUUlt Miasiaippi. aod Louisiana 

'Ibis declaration pI'O'Yides the Bush A.dministrat:io with lIDOther 1001 to deliver di.a8Iter 
usistance to the Gulfregion aDd cublel \111:0 work with )'0'11 and -,our commuuities to enluate 
the storm-, short-tenn and lq-term bnpact. Over tho comiDa weeb and mondaI" we wiI1 wodI: 
closely with you, YOUl" ma:dne I'OIOlJl'CO apu.oy statt and ~ eatitiea ill yovr ...., to 
evaluate the impacts ofK.atrina on Oulf fisbcly Idocb end. )'WI' 1t8te'. fiahi.na mel procellili, 
iPfrastructure. Wo wiD use thc$e evaluatioaa to IIIC1S the need for fishery di__ usistaDoe 
that CIDBOt be met tbroup other emtiq Ccderal reliefprosraml. 

The assistance available under MSA section 312(a) and IFA BOC1iOD 308 (d) 1ft 

somewhat different. The federal tbms ofany .reliofactlviti" uadet MSA JCOtIoD 312(a) ID&)' JIIOt 
exceed 75 percent of their cost. Tbcn is.DO matching requinmeat undclr IFA secdcm 308(4,). 
Both proViitOriS eoY8I' dfftlIient liIIlery couditiorJt, 10 we wiD ue .ell l1athotky u MCeIIer:y to 
provide tho most otrective 8Dd tlmo1y I'CIpOD8e pOlliblo. 

The Department ofCommcrce win cordintle to ~with you _1M other Iff.... 
states as appropriate and ofCOUllO will keep you apprlIed u dccisloaa are made. lfyou bavo 
any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me or Nat Wienccb, .Actina AIIiItIat SOCn'." 
for Legislative and lDter&ovemmCildal Aff'IIn. at (202) 4&2-3663. 

Sincmd! 

~;<M•.• ' 
Carlos M. Outienez 

http:fiahi.na
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Septlmber 8, 200S 

The Honorable Bob Riloy 

Governor ofAlabama 

Montgomery. AlabalUa 36130..2751 

Dear OoVc=IIlM Riley! 

I am writins to iJd'onn you that the D~ otCommerce'. Nadcma1 OcOlDic IIld 
Atmospherio Adlninistration'. National Marine,Fished .. Serviee II elXaminina the e&otI of 
hurricane Katrina on the GulfofMexico fisheries under aectiota 312(8) ofthe Ma~ 
FiJheIy Conservation _d Management Act (MSA) and aeetion 308(d) oltho Iateajuri8dietioall 
FisheriCi ,,"ct (IPA). 

J atn JIDlking a determination tb.t a <»mmercial fishery failure 8114 a fllha:y I'CIOlDt1C 

disaster within the mcamnp oetection 312(&) ofMSA aud scdion 30B{d) otlPA haw bopn in 
, the GulfofMexico's commercial fishedea off oftho Florida Keys and the DOrtb--ocmtral 0a1fof 
Mexico. including Plorida, AIab~Mississippi, and Loulsiana. 

This decJamtion provides tho Bush Administration with another tool to dolivor eli.... 
assistance to the OWfregion and enablos us to work wfth you and your COJIUJU1Pitic& to evaluate 

. 	 tho stomJ·s shoIMenn and long~tenn impact. Over the coming wedr:a and mon1iw, we will WOIk 
closely 'With }'OUt )'Om' marine resource apnoy staft and. COID11leIDial endtie. ill yoIR" stato 
evaloate the impacts ofKatrina on Gulffishery stocb ad your state'. 8,hiDg aod pIOCfIIIdna 
iBftastructurc. We will use theae eY'81uadons 10 IISeII tho need fOr fisher)t dtII8ter ~ 
that cannot be met through other existing fodc:raJ reliefprograma. 

'Ibo ~ IMIilttblo under MSA lCCtlon 312(a) _ IPA .don 308 (4) am 
somewhat different. Tho fededllharc ofany reUc:sr activities dl1det MBA section 312(a) maynot 
exceed 75 percent ofthefr cost.. 'I'hcre is no matching requirement 1mder IFA sectioa 308(d.). 
Both provisiODl cover different fishery conditiOJa$, SO we wm usc each authority II D~to 
pIovide the most eftcctive and timely :reIpODlO po_ible. 

Tho Departmeot ofCommerco will oontim1e to coordinate with )'OUlDd tile other affected 
&rtatoIas appropriate aud ofCOUdO will bq) you apprised u decilicma an made. If)lOu have 
lIlY qumiODl. plO81e do not hesitato to (i()J1tact me or Nat Wicnccko, Aotiq AlaiItaDt 8ec&ctary 
for Lcgidative and Intqovcmmcutal Aft'ain, at (202) 482·3663. 

Sincerely, 

~......
~.Gutiemz 
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Septcmber 8, 2005 

The Honorable Haley Barb01U' 

Governor ofMissiasippi 

Jackson, Mississippi 3920' 


Dcar Goveruor Barl:H)ur. 

1 am wrlti.ns to inform you that tho DepatbDCDt ofCozmnerco's NatioDal ac.dc aDd 

Abnospheric Administration's National Marine FUberies Service i. 6X.mning the etfecta of 


. 	hurriCNlO Katrina on tho Golfof Mexico fisheries undet socdoIl312(a) of the Map.uaoa-S..... 
Fishery Conservation ami Management Act (MBA) md soction 308(d.) ofthe IateJjuriIdIctiODII 
Fisheries Act (JFA). . 

I am maIdDg a determination that a commadal fishery failure and a fisbc:ry RII01II'OO 

disastcrwithin the mcaninp ofseeti0ll312(a) ofMSAmdscotion308(d) oflFA~bopniu 
the 0u1fofM~co's commercial fisheries offoftho Plorida ICeya and tho n~traI (JQJfof 
Mexico, including Plorida, Alabama, MissIssippi. and LouialaDa. 

This declamtiOl1 providca the Bush AdmiDistratioD with a:nother tool to do1iY« diIIIt« . 
assistance to the GuIfregion and ooables u.s to wotk with )"Ou and your oommUDitiea to evaluato 
Ibe stonn', short-term and 10D8-f.em1. impact. OYer the coming weeb and JBODtb8, we will wodt 
closely with you, your marine teSOU1'Ce agency staff; and COIJUDerCial entities in your 8tate to 
cva1uatethe hnpBCts ofKatrina on Gulf fishery stocb and your state', fishins andproo.... 
infrastructure. We will use these evaluations to assess the need for fishery disaster ISIistaDce 
that cannot be met throup.otba' mdstillJ federal relicfprograml. 

The assistance available undc:rMSA aeetion 312(a)anclIPAsoction 308 (d) 1118 

somewhat different. Tho fockn1 share ofm)' relief ac1ivitialDlder MSA section 312(a) may DOt 
exceed 75 percent oftbeir (lOSt. There i8 DO matchina requirement UDder 1FA section 308(d). 
Both provlltODl cover dift'eteut fishery conditiOJll, 80 we wiD DR oach authority. Deoe••, Co 
provide the most effective and timely mpouse po_iblo. 

The DeparbDeut ofCommerce will conthmo to coordinate with you and. the other atfected 
states as appzoprlate apd ofcourse will bep )"OU apprilCd 88 dcoiaiODl are made. If",.have 
any questions, pJease do not hesitate to ~ IDO Ol' Nat WiCll1oekc, Actin& Allistant SccrefMy 
for LegicJlativc and Int«gOVemJDcntal AffidrI, at (202) 482-3663. 

SinOI:I'Oly• 

. ~4"d_'
~GU~errez • 

http:wrlti.ns
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Septcaibcr 8. 20M . 

The HonorabJ.lcb Busb 
Oovemor ofPlorida 
TaUahusee, Florida 32399-0001 

Dear Govcmor BUlb: 

I am writing to i:dfomt you that the DepaltmerIl ofCoImnerce's NatiODal OoeImic .. 
A1moBphoric AdminilbatiOil's National MarIne Fisheries Service u etJramtnfn8 tho e1faoll of 
hmrlcane Ka1rina on the Otdf'of Mexico fisheries under section 312(a) ofthe Map1JlOlloo8tevat 
Fishery ConsctvaUOD and MauagomCllt .M;t(MSA) and section 308(d) ofthe Inte.tjmladiotioul 
Flshaiea Act (lFA). 

I am maldna a determiDation that a oommercialftaher)' failure au.d. a filbCll)' resoun:e 
disaster within theroeai:dnp olsection 312(a) ofMSA and seot1on 308(d) ofIPAhave bcpm iD 
the Gulf ofMexico's commwal fisheries off of the Florida Keys IDd the north-oeutral (]ulfof 
Mexico. including Florida, Alabama, Miwdssippi, and LouiaimL 

This declaration pn,mdes the Bttsb AchniDiatratlon with another tool to deUvc:t disast« 
asaiataD:co to tho Gulfr.011 amd enables us to WOJk with )'Ou and your communities to evalaaIe 
the stonn', short-term and ions-term impact. Over the coming weeks and Dlontbr, 1'1. will work 
cloaelywith )'011. your Jtdrine resource apucy staB:, and commeJCial entities in )'Our state to 
evaluate the impacIB ofKatriDa OIl Gulf fishery stocb aad your statoPs fisbina ID4 PlOC__, 
inflast.ructuro. We 1riD. use theM tWaluatioas to usea the Deed tor &her:y dislSlClr 8IISiJIaace 
that caDDOt be met tbroush other exiltiq £edenl reUefproarams. 

Tho ~ available UDder MSA eeod.on 312(a) and IPA section 308 (d) are 
somewhat differeDt, The federal abate ofany relief activities under MSA .cetioa 312(a) may.. 
ucooc17S percent oftb* colt. There ia no tnatdlInS requhanent under IPA aectiOll30B(d). 
Bo'th provisiom OO~ diff'Criiit firUety CODdttiODS, 10 We wm uao each authority • ~1'.'1o 
provide tho most effective end timely response poaa"b1e. 

The Department ofCommerce will oontbme to coord.bUde with you and tho ocha' ~ 
ltateIu appropriate mel oCCODl'le wW keep you appriJed as dcciIions III'D made. 1f)'Oll have 
lilly quostiODl, 'Please do DOt hesitato to 00Dtat:t me or Nat Wic:acdtv, ActiDS .AssistaD1 Secretary 
for Leglslalive and IntetlOvetDDleoQl Affaire. at (202) 482-3663. 

Sin~ 

£f(~¥:-.... 
Carlos.M. Gutierrez 


