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The Jionorable Carlos M. Outlenez 
Seontary ofCommerce 
United States Department ofCommorco 
14*11114 ConltittJtlonAveaue, NW 
Waahlnaton, DC 20230 

Dear Sectetir)' OutiOJTeZ: 
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1'he Makah tribe requests t1u¢ the Unlt1d State8 Department ofCommerce deola:re a Commercial 
Fishery Pailw'fl under sectiort'312 (a) oftbe MagnuIOn..steVlN Fi.h,ry Con"rWlllon and 
Man""",.", ..4ct and/or a Fishery Resource DiRstw under aection 308 (d) ofb 
InurJW'tsdUlifJlfal Fish.,."" .4et of 1986. A dt...ter dooluation undDt either ofthese laws cO\llcl 
help our fiabermen and our fishing community. oope economically during this period oflow 
salmon atock abundances. 

From our home on the noa"thweat oorner of the Olymplo Pemneula, the Makah Tribe hu alway. 
been a fiablng society. Pishing ill fundamental to our cillture and hedt.., and it l"malns the 
prlllllU')' industry suppottlq our' economy. ',Ibo rcvonuea from the Makah Tribe'. 1i.b1ng industry 
support over 50 percent of1he economy orNeoh Bay. 

Thi$ year our silmon oatcllia predicted to be at ita lowest lovel in the pa.t 20 yeera. Detaile of 
this pnd1ction are provided in Attachment A. Thil deoUno in .atmon catch will havo an 
enormous impact on our community, becaUBC aalmon fl.herles provide economic support. 
cmpJo)'1Dellt opportuDit)'. and dultural balaoec to our community. 

The reduction in salmon catches thie year wiD worJon our already poor oconomi~ condition. , 
.Bee.Wle ofour remotes location. our ability to develop altematlve economIo opportunities is vr:ry 
ltmltccl-we truly depend on salmon tC$O\D'COS for our survival. The coa.ti1\Uinll deoUne in 
salmon runs has porpo&uated a condition of.lODI"tenu economic hatdshlp in our communi~y. 
Acooniing to tho 2000 census, the medtan. houaehold i».come in Neah Bay was only about half 
the natlo.... avezase. Tbese factors make our community upeclally fIU8COPtible to the eoonomio 
effootl offishcry deolinel. Disaster auistance. such as compensation. community IPllta. 
training, loana, debt rofiDancihS. and employment on f18bcry z:elated ptoJectB, could holp our 
community survive this fishery crisis. 
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For theae reuons. WG appeel.&o you to dootare a conUnerc1a1 fiIhet)' failuro. to help our 
CODUD.uniIy tbroulh these dlfDcult timea in the 'WeR cout.1iJrnon fishery, PI.aase UIO tJ\080 
fedoral prognuns to provide. ~ relief to the poople end communities that moat aeeclIt in this 
tUna ofseverely resuicted IIahnoa. flsherlca. 

Ifyou have any questions, or ifyou would like to dJscua tbls taauo further. I would be Bled 
dlscuu itwith you. . 

yOW'S Sincerely. 
MAKAR T.lUBAL COUNCIL 

Co~ 

Senator Maria Cantwell 
'Senator Patty MW'1'I.1 
Congrusman Norm Dlob 
Robort Lohn, koaloul Adminlatrawt. Northweat Re&lon, NMFS 
Steve fieo!e. NMPS Northwest R.egional Office 
Miohaol Orayum, Executive Director NWIPC 
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AttachmeDt A 

This yaar's predicted low salmon catchca aro duo to • combJDadon ofseveral facto,.. that 
have caused widaspread low stock abundanCOl for salmon. The C!XBOt C8UI08 ottbele low 
abundances 11'0 stiU lataely undotemUned, but may be caused in part by poor ocean 
aurvival due to cnvirorunental oondltions. 

• 	 Collo .almon catCb in the ocean Saherl. in Washlngton is severely reatrided by 
vory low stock abuudatlce of Lower Columbia River coho and Otegon coast . 
natural cobo, ~ are listed under the Endangered Species Act (BSA). The Makah 
Tribe's ocean =11 ftlbery II making a significant contribution to the conscrvadon 

. , effort for tbeae atocb, but to do so. we have had to set this year's coho troll quota 
at len thm halfof f.he average for recent yean. 

• 	 Ch~ook ,,"on quotas this year were limited by low abundance ofESA-listed 
Pugct Sound cb1n9Ok. A Jara- portion ofour allowed Chinook. catch comes &om ' 
the cornponem ofour oeoan troll fiabory that is relltricted by a low coho quotl, 
therefore we may noC be able to tako th" Chinook quota we have been designated. 

• Sockeye ••lmo. catch in the Strait ofjuan do Fuca may be at or ncar Z01'O this 
yeRr. Total abU1ldanoe of Fraa., River aock.eyo, which drive thts Sabory and 
contribute to mOlt 01 ita oatoh~ 18 predicted to be leal tha:a spawning eacapement 
ncods, thus leaving no harvestable'surplus. 

• Piak..buOD oe.tQb wII! bo near zeoo this yew: because pinks in Washington aro 
predominantly an o<id..,.ear run. . 

• ChuJD .almon catcbee in. the Strait havo beoa low for sevoral yean. The averago 
chum catch OWl'tho palt five years is less thaD a quarter ofthe 2Goyear aVeJ."88c. 

Makah Tribe 
'. ,Total Salmon Catch, by year 
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