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,..,The lionorable Carlos M. Gutierrez w 
u't

Seontary ofCommerce ""'l 
r.!E :;0UDikd States Department of'Commerco e ....14- and ConstltatlonAYmluCIt NW 
f'"\ 

WashlnatoA, DC 20230 '"...., . » 
~ , 
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Dear Secretary OUtiarrez: 

The Malcah tribe roq1Mlts ~1he Unitecl States Depa.ttment ofComrnc:roe deolare a Commorclal 
Fishery Pailwre under aoction'312 (a) oftbe Magmuol+8teVllLf FirINry eo""rWlllt>n tmd 
Man",."lnt ~t!t antl/o't a Fishery Resource Disaster under aection ~08 Cd) oftt. 
Int'l'j'Ul'IIdlcllonal FI,h,rlu Act of 1986. A diHater declaration under either ofthese laWl could 
help our Mennen. Il1d our Sabina community, ~ope economically durina this period otlow 
salmon Itock abundaa.eea. 

Prom our hormt on the noi'th\Velt oornor oltho Olympio Peninsu1a, the Makah Tribe bu aLway. 
been a flablns society. Filhina i. fundamental to O'QJ' OQlturo and hadtqe, and it remains the 
prlnwy iDdustry supportlnc oureooDOm)'. rho revenue. from the Makah Tribe'. Bahin. indllsUy 
support over 50 percent ot1he oool1omy otNeah Bay. 

Thie year our salmon catob II predicted to be at its lowest lovol in tho put 20 yean. DetaJlI of 
Ws prediction Il'8 provided.lu Attachment A. Thil dccUne in aalmon catch will have an 
enonnousimpaot on our community, bcoaullO aalmon fllhetloa provide cconomicl.auppOtt. 
employment oppartuDity, end eulturai balaDco to out communtty. 

Tbc,.reduotion In IIWnon eatchea tbJ. year wiU WOlICl1 our already poor ooonom1c condition. . 
Boca",. of our romoto location. our abilit)' 10 doveJop altcmatlva economic opport.unjtlca is vr;ry 
IJ.mJtod-we truly depend on aalmon resources for our aurviva1. The contio.Wna docUne in 
salmon tuna hu pcrpoNated a oonditlon Of.lODi-team economic hardship in our communl\y. 
Accordina'to 1110 2000 consus, tho mecuM houaohold m.eome inNeab Bay wal only about half 
the natlorut1 .rver.ao. These faoton mako our community especially 8U8Oeptlble to the econom1o 
offect& offishery duoliuCII. Dlaa_ asaiBtance, such as c:ompensadou, community arantI. 
training. loaN. debt rofinanoln8. and employment on fteber)' related ptoJecu, could holp our 
commwslty survive this flabat)' Cda18. 
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For theae l"OUODi. WIll appoe.1to you to dcolate a comincm1al fial:ay failure. to help our 
community tbroaih tboso cHftloult times in the wolt, coast .a1man iiBhOl')'. Please un thoae 
fedc:nl praarame to provide dlaastor relief to the poop1- IIDd communities that most need It in this 
tima ofscrvere1" restricted aalmon f1aherlea. 

Ifyou have JUly questions, or ifyou would like to d1acUII this i88UO further. I would bD slad 
dlsoulsa itwith you. 

Youra Sincerely, 
MAKAH TlUBAL COUNCIL 

Cc: 

Senator Maria Cantwell 
'Senator Patty Murray 
Congrv.umanNmmDlcka 
Robert Loba. kopODll AdminiIIretot. Northweet RDaloa. NMPS 
Steve PreoIe. NMP8 Northwest &eaton" Offlce 
Miobul Orayum, Bxeoutive DIrector NWIPC 
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