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GOVERNOR ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER

June 8, 2010

The Honorable Gary Locke
Secretary of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenne NW
Washington, DC 20230

Dexx Mr. Secretary,

State and federal sclentfists have met over the past several monthh to assess West Coast
salmon populations and finalize the salmon fishing séasons for 2010 nsing the most up-
to-date biclogicel and fishery date aveilable. For Sscramento River Fall Chioook salmon
{SRFC); the number of returning adult spawners did not meet the conservation objective
under the Pacific Coast Salmon Fishery Managsment Plan for 2007, 2008 and 2009,
Being the third consecntive year, it wil automatically trigger an “overfishing alert” and
the Pacific Fishery Managerhent Council has taken actlons as required to protect and
rebuild the stock.

Based on this information, the Council recommendsd at its Apsi! meeting a confinuation
of the elosure for much of the comroercial Chinook salmon fisheries from the
Oregon/California border to the United States/Mexico border off Califoinia within its
jerisdiction thet impact SRFC. The 2010 federal and state Fish and Game Commission
(FQC) regulations resulted in ocean commercial fishery at 11 percent of noninal, acean
recreational fishery at 66 percent of vormal end Contral Valley river recroational fishety
&t 17 percent of mormal in California whep compered to average 2003-07 seagons.

1 issued emergency declarations in 2008 and 2409 concerning Chinook salmon,
Fellowing each declaration, the Secrefary of Commerce grapted federal disaster
declarations, which allowed access to federal disaster funds. As a résult of the restricted
seasons, we heteby request that you declare & continustion of the Sshery résource disaster
mnder Section 308(d) of the Intesjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1985, and a conmmercisl

_ fishery failure under section 312a of the Magpuson-Stevens Fishiery Conservation and
Management Act of 1976 (MSA), us declared in 2008 and 2009,
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As you know, declaring & comtinued commercial fishery faifure under the MSA will
enable the fishing commmunities affected by any closure or restrictions to receive vital
economic agsistance. The comemmities supporting thess fisheties contmue to see the
severe economtic hardship they have suffered since 2006 in response to the low
abunamceofmmmﬁlkmerml&ﬂhxmksalmtm,md in 2008 and 2009 in responss to
crivcally low abundance of SRFC. Cleatly, economic assistance will again be ¢ritical for
the well-beiug of onr fishing commmities and states.

Sakmon is a vital mmpomtofeﬂﬁumsmﬂmmsmdwﬁtﬁwﬁcam
acsthetic, redreational, commercial amd econnmic betiefits to our spres, Salmon.is also
highty vained for cultural, subsistence and economic reasons by Native Amarican, tribos.
While economic assistance will be essential to address the shori-term impacts associated
with closires or restrictions on our salmon fishetles, we will also continue our efforts to

recover and restore saimon populations aond develop.mapagement strategies to snsure the
Jong-term health and sustainability of o salmon fisheries.

We greatly appreciats your anticipated support and Icadmﬁnp on &ux cntlcal issor and
ook forward to & favorable rep!y
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