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Dear Secretary Locke:

} A .Ihe dcciaratzén of 8. fccicral ﬁshenes Qsastc&xl&iASStssranmau szst m.qmammg ﬁnapc bt

On May 9, 2011 the USACE opened the Bormet Carré Spﬂlway to relieve the pressure from the
Mississippi River waterway system. As I am sure you are awarg, the Bonfiet Carré Spillvdy acts
to divert the waters of the Mississippi River into Lake Pontchartram which ultimately flow into
the stmssxppl Sound. The large release of fresh-wafer F8m the ace‘txons ‘of the Spillway
immdates the salt-waters of the stszsszppx Sound and greatly disrupts the unique eco-system,
and subsequently, the sea-life of this regmn. Historically this has led to significant negative

.., impacts to all estuarine/marine species in coastal Mississippi, pamcularly the Mississippi’s

. oyster reefs located westward of the Gulfport Ship Charmel which have expérienced near total, 1f

not totai mortalzty rates. . .

"Tam wntmg to you to request that yow'initiate the process to implement a federal fisheries
disaster declaration as outlmed in the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. We will contmub {5 monitor the influence of the MlSSISSII)pI szer ﬁ'eshwaier as it makes

1ts way into the M1s51531ppx Sound . . . R

" assistanice for’ all negan‘%'cly .unpacted eco§ystems“ ﬁshcfmen and related busmesses ina ‘nmeiy

» N

manner"-

Thank you for your cons1deratlon of thxs request . g o .
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