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January 13,2015

The Honorable Penny ?lilzker
Seoetary of Commerce
United States Deparhnant of Commerce
l40l Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC20230
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Phone (360) 466-3163
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$U8JECTIZAL4 Sraser River Sockeye Fishery Disaster forthe Sryinomish Indian Tribal
Community

Dear Ms. Secretary Pritzker,

I am formally requesting that an economic fistrery disaster be declared.under Section 312(a) of
the Magnuson-stevens Fishery and Conservation and Management Act. This will allow fishers

who were negdtively affected by the migration route of 2014 Fraser River sockeye to be

provided disaster relief. Although the overall Fraser Rivbi sockeye run size was iarge, an

abnormally high migration diversion rate through Canadian *aters resulted ir a severe reduction

in cornmercial Fraslr sockeye harvest for Swinomish fishers. Approximately 96% of Fraser

sockeye returned to thE river by migrating through Johastone Steit (Canadiaa watsrs) rather than

the Strait of Juan de Fuca (U.S. waters). The Swinomish tribe wis able to open a fishery, but
because only a tiny fraction of the Fraser sockeye retum passed through U.S. waters, harve:t was

exeeedingly low. The Swinomislr Indian Tiibal Community urges a prompt response, which will
allow our fishers to quickly obrain:he disaster relief fi:nds and sapport tlrey are entidedto.

The Fraser sockeye fishery is extremely important to Swinomish fishers, and the severe

reduclion in harvest affwts the entire tribe. Commercial Fmser sockeye harvest nol only

contibutes significantly to amual fishpr inconie, butalso provides a ceremonial and subsistence

food source for use by community members throughout the winter moriths. 
'The 

$winomish
Tribe is a fishing tribe as a lvay of life, and every member and family relies on the benefits

provided by the Fmser sockeye fishery. With few Fras'er'sockeye available to harvsst because of
the migiaiionioute, thb entire community suffers and nedds finartcial ielief to endure this

challenging:ime.

As a federally recognized tribe.and sovereign nation, we have tho right 1o request and reqeive

disaster assistance rlnder the Department of Commerce and Congressional appropriation. We



Brian Cladoosby, Chairman

ask that under your authorrty and in cooperation with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Adminisfiation, National Marine Fisheries, and the Swinomish Indian Tribal Community, you

coordinate with all parties to issue a Fisheries Economic Disaster Declaration as authorized

under Section 3l?l(a)of the Magnuson-stevens Fishery and Conservation and Management Act'

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely,

Swinomish hdian Tribal CommunitY

The Honorable Patty Murray, US Senator

The Honorable Maria Cantwell, US Senator

The Honorable Rick Larsen, Congressman


