
 
 

Status Review Report 
 

 NOAA Fisheries’ ongoing assessment to determine whether to list 82 Caribbean and 
Indo‐Pacific coral species under the Endangered Species Act (ESA) is the most complex 
listing process NOAA has ever undertaken.  

 

 We are taking additional time to publicly review the information gathered in our two 
reports to ensure that our findings and future decisions are based on the best available 
science. 

 

 During this time, NOAA Fisheries will develop and execute a robust engagement process 
– and then use this additional input to develop our 12‐month finding. 

 

 All public submission of additional information or comments should be submitted by 
July 31, 2102. Information on how to submit information is available on the web at 
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/stories/2012/04/4_13_12corals_petition.html. 

 

 
Overview of Status Review Report as Prepared by the Biological Review Team  
NOAA Fisheries established a team of federal scientists (the Biological Review Team) to prepare 
the Status Review Report that examined the status of 82 candidate coral species and evaluate 
extinction risk for each of them. The team chose to evaluate extinction risk as the likelihood of 
a species status falling below a Critical Risk Threshold by the year 2100. The team was 
comprised of: Russell E. Brainard (NOAA), Charles Birkeland (USGS), C. Mark Eakin (NOAA), Paul 
McElhany (NOAA), Margaret W. Miller (NOAA), Matt Patterson (NPS), and Gregory A. Piniak 
(NOAA). The Status Review Report was independently peer reviewed by the Center for 
Independent Experts.   
 
Normally, the information contained a Status Review would include a ‘Management Report’.  In 
the instance of corals, however, the team did not feel it had the expertise to compile and 
review regulatory mechanisms.  Therefore, others experts within NOAA Fisheries prepared a 
draft Management Report as a separate document. Collectively these two reports constitute 
the best available scientific and commercial information that we have compiled to date.    

 
Please note that releasing these documents is not a part of the normal rulemaking process – it 
is only an engagement process that allows us to be transparent and open in our decision 
making. Should NOAA Fisheries determine that a listing is warranted, it will publish a proposed 
rule in December 2012 for additional public comment.   
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About this document 
 
The mission of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is to understand and 
predict changes in the Earth’s environment and to conserve and manage coastal and oceanic marine 
resources and habitats to help meet our Nation’s economic, social, and environmental needs. As a NOAA 
line office, the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) conducts or sponsors research and monitoring 
programs to improve the scientific basis for conservation and management decisions. The NMFS strives 
to make information about the purpose, methods, and results of its scientific studies widely available.  
 
NMFS’  Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center (PIFSC) uses the NOAA Technical Memorandum 
NMFS series to achieve timely dissemination of scientific and technical information that is of high 
quality but inappropriate for publication in the formal peer-reviewed literature. The contents are of broad 
scope, including technical workshop proceedings, large data compilations, status reports and reviews, 
lengthy scientific or statistical monographs, and more. NOAA Technical Memoranda published by the 
PIFSC, although informal, are subjected to extensive review and editing and reflect sound professional 
work. Accordingly, they may be referenced in the formal scientific and technical literature. 
 
A NOAA Technical Memorandum NMFS issued by the PIFSC may be cited using the following 
format: 
 
Brainard, R.E., C. Birkeland, C.M. Eakin, P. McElhany, M.W. Miller, M. Patterson, and G.A. Piniak.  
 2011. Status review report of 82 candidate coral species petitioned under the U.S. Endangered 

Species Act. U.S. Dep. Commer., NOAA Tech. Memo., NOAA-TM-NMFS-PIFSC-27, 530 p. + 
1 Appendix. 
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
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