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PROCEEDI NGS
(9:02 a.m)
MR, BROOKS: So let nme just give sort
of an official, formal good norning to everyone.
Agai n, Bennett Brooks, with the Consensus Buil di ng
Institute. | just want to thank everyone for
joining in. | knowthis is now our second
official AP neeting where we are online, in a
Webi nar format, not in person or around the table.
Qoviously, this is not unfamliar to you
all. This is our current life. Thankfully we've

got technology to allow us to have pretty good

conversations. And so that's where we'll be for
the next two days. | just want to thank you all
for, you know, rolling wwth this. In a mnute

"Il come back and give us a nore formal wel cone
and | ook at the agenda, and the ground rules. But
what | would like to hand this off to Sustainable
Fi sheries Director, Kelly Denit for her to wel cone
us, and we'll hear from Randy Bl ankenshi p.

Kelly, it's all yours.

MS. DENIT: Geat. Thanks so much,

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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Bennett. Good norning, everyone. It's a
wonderful to virtually neet you, and | | ook
forward to the day when | can actually neet many
of you in person.

Some of you | know already from previous
| ives here at the National Marine Fisheries Service.
So wel cone to the AP neeting. |'mreally |ooking
forward to talking wwth you all here over the next
couple of days. So | thought |I'd just kick us off
with just alittle brief intro about ne and then
happy to answer any questions, and then, of cour se,
hand it over to Bennett and then the group to run
t hrough the agenda. And | will try to keep t hi ngs
short because | know that the days are |ong when
you're sitting on the video and it's hard to st ay
focused and concentr at ed.

So first, et me thank Matt, and Pete,
and all the rest of the crew that hel ped nake sure
that this Wbi nar goes off, and help ne answer all
the tech questions that cone in. And so I'Il just
junp right in alittle bit here.

So many of you I know fromwhen | first

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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NOAA adm ni strator, serving as a program

coordi nation officer, which staffed the new

adm ni strator on fisheries issues. So that gave
ne a really great breadth of the NMFS m ssion
across all of our donmestic responsibilities, and |
really enjoyed that. It also really hel ped ne
focus in on how nuch | | ove and appreciate the
donestic fisheries managenent for all the good,
bad, and chall enges that that entails.

And so that brought ne to sustainable
fisheries about nine years ago. And |'ve been
working in the office since that tinme in various
positions, have experience dealing with
(i naudi bl €) prograns nationally, as well as the

Atl anti c States Marine Fi sheries Conmm SSion, our
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t he New Engl and Council up in the Northeast.

engagenent with the Regional Mnagenent Council.

particular, 1've spent sone tinme working wth

And so |'ve noved ny way, and then,
poof, here | am nanmed as a director back in July.
And so I'mreally looking forward to neeting you
all working together here in the years to cone. |
know that there are sone very chall engi ng i ssues
that we're grappling with right now, and |I'm doi ng
nmy best to get up to speed as quickly as possible.
And Randy and the HMS division are an incredibly
har d- wor ki ng group, and they have been doing a
fantastic job of educating ne on the key upcom ng
| ssues, many of which we're going to tal k about
here over the next couple of days.

Sone things for you to know about ne, |
really value input and the opportunity to hear
di verse sets of perspectives. | understand that
that's the nodus operandi here at the AP and so |
really encourage you all to keep that up.

| know it goes w thout saying, but we do

real ly appreciate your candor in these discussions

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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and hearing your different perspectives on the
i ssues. | also know that nost of you are taking
time off of the water or fromyour day job to
participate in these conversations and | just want
to reinforce how nuch we appreciate that. | know
that that's not easy and in particular in this
virtual world where you're trying to concentrate
on alittle TV screen or conputer screen for |ong
periods of time, it's a challenge. And so wanted
to acknowl edge you all are taking the tinme out of
your days to do that. | know how i nportant your
i nput to our process is. And so we really
appreci ate you taking that tine.

| al so know how hard COVI D has been on
the fishing industry. And |I'msure that there
have been chall enges that we have faced. There
are chall enges that are going to continue to cone
up and likely that will continue into the next
year or so. So just know that we are here to
| i sten and hear what those concerns are and do our
best to help us be able to navigate through that

as best we can.
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And | know that we wll all work
col | aboratively through the upcom ng chal | enges
fromthe pandem c to a whole host of other issues
from sharks and depredation to exploring
opportunities for expanded research to bluefin
tuna, to billfish to cover it all. And so | know
that there are a host of things that we are going
to go through over the next couple of days.

| al so appreciate that we are not al ways
going to see eye to eye and just want you all to
know that if there are situations which | know are
going to cone where Randy and nyself are making
deci sions that sone of you, or many of you, may
not agree with, that we will be as transparent as
possi bl e in those decisions and in comruni cati ng
what our rationale is for the decisions that we've
made.

So with that, | appreciate your
attention here for the last few mnutes. |'m
really looking forward to hearing the conversation
over the next couple of days and | woul d be happy

to answer any questions if anybody has anythi ng
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that they would |ike to ask right now.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks, Kelly. W
can see if there is any quick questions for Kelly.
If not, then | think what we will do is just hand
it off to you Randy, for you to give a quick
wel conre. And then | will do an agenda revi ew.

MR. BLANKI NSHI P: Sure. Thanks Bennett.
Appreciate that. And thank you, Kelly for your
coments. | just want to add to those from ny
perspective. Wl cone to each of you on the
advi sory panel and to nenbers of the general
public that are also listening in, we are glad
that you are with us as well. [|'m/looking forward
to getting input fromthe advisory panel on
several subjects over the next two days. And for
menbers of the public, know that we've got two
public comment periods at the end of each day.
Bennett will go into nore detail about that, but
we're | ooking forward to getting all the input
that you all are prepared to give us.

| also want to just briefly echo what

Kelly was saying in the way of thanks to each of

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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you for the tinme that you're giving to us. |It's
very inportant to get the input that you all have
from your individual perspectives. Those
perspectives will help us to devel op the best
nmeasures that we can. The tine that we get to
spend together also facilitates two-way

communi cation. |t keeps us all better inforned
about the things that are happening nationally,
internationally, and also nore on a |ocal |evel
from each of your perspectives as well.

So it is very inportant to get each of
your perspectives as we go through this. | know
that helps us to better understand even things
t hat are happening, whether it's broadly or |ike I
said, locally, the |ocal economc effects, |ocal
effects of stornms of which there have been several
this year. And | do want to specifically nention
the recent inpact of Hurricane Laura on southern
Loui si ana and East Texas and particularly the
| npact to sone of our HVS constituents there in
sout hern Loui si ana.

We know that the devastation fromthat

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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stormwas great and that there have been ot her
storns earlier this year that have al so had sone
| ocal i zed inpacts to sone areas. So if sone of
t hose aspects along with sone of the pandem c

| ssues that can also be local that are
perspectives that are very inportant for us to
hear .

Anong the many i ndividual AP nenbers
that | could continue to thank for their tinme and
all of that, | do want to spend a little bit of
time and take this opportunity to specifically
t hank Randy Gregory from North Carolina for his
service on the advisory panel. | understand that
Randy wil|l be retiring soon. And | just wanted to
specifically nmention and thank him

| know that he and | have shared several
meal s together over the years at advisory panel
neeti ngs and have had the opportunity to
communi cate and col | aborate nultiple tines
i ncl udi ng col | aboration on a green-stick
characterization project years ago. |It's been a

pl easure to work with Randy and | hope that our

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net
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1 paths wll cross again whether it's in fisheries
2 or maybe pursuing sone other interest; we share
3 interest in waterfow actually. Anyway, thanks

4 Randy for your tine.

5 That's it for nme if you want to take it
6 back over.
7 MR. BROOKS: (kay, great. Thank you,

8 Randy. And let's junp in here. So ne just start

9 by saying we have -- I'mcertainly not going to
10 read all the names of folks who are on the call,
11 but we got a very strong turnout. Again, please
12 take a look at the participant list. You can see
13 the list of panelists, which are both speakers and

14 AP -- HWVS staff. And then again if you scroll

15 down you will see attendees and you will see who's
16 here. But we got a really strong section of

17 researchers, commercial and rec fishing,

18 fisherman, ENGOs, counsel reps, state reps,

19 commission reps. So | think we can have a very

20 good di scussion over the next two days.

21 Again, this will be a two-day neeting.

22 We definitely took notes on the conversation we
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all had when we net last tinme in May. And | think
a couple of takeaways we had were one, we just
need a little nore tine. So this neeting is a two
day neeting, not a one-day neeting. W tried to
build nore tinme into all of the topics. | think
we cane away feeling |like there was a need for
nore tine for you all to be sharing your
perspectives and for the HVMS staff to hear from
you all. So we very nuch tried to expand that
time and we built in breaks and a | ong | unch.

And again, as Kelly said, these calls
are challenging. It requires a |ot of
concentration and a lot of focus. And certainly
havi ng breaks are very helpful in that. So please
count on that throughout the two days.

Just to give us a scan of our agenda for
the next two days, we will start as we nornmally do
wi th an overview of recent activities and
rul emaki ng which Randy will wal k us through.

After a break we will hear about Amendnent 12 and
where that stands, which is around several

different national policies. And then FM
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obj ecti ves.

W wll break for lunch at 11:30. And
pl ease take note of that, from11:30 to 1:00 w |
be lunch. So if you need to schedule calls or do
other things, that's a great wwndowto do it. W
w Il conme back at 1:00 and we w il get an update
on the 2020 fisheries economc situation. | think
this was a really strong briefing last tine in
May. Qoviously, this is also extrenely rel evant
for folks on this call and we want to take sone
tinme catching us up on that.

W will then get a | aw enforcenent
update and then after a break we will hear an
update on bluefin tuna fishery this season. And
then for nenbers of the public who are on, at 3:00
we W ll shift to public cooment and we will have a
hal f hour for that. So anyone who is wanting to
make a comment, that would be the nonent for you
to be weighing in. During the rest of the
conversation, it is just anong the AP nenbers and
HVS staff as rel evant.

Tonmorrow we will start again sort of
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8:45, ask you to join in, make sure we are dealing
with any technical issues. W wll start up at
9:00. And then nuch of tonorrowis going to be
very shark focused. W wll start with an update
on the shark review program SHARE. Then after a
break we w |l continue tal ki ng about sharks and
that will focus on shark depredation, an issue
that we know is of great inportance.

Again, tonorrow will be from11l:30 to

1:00. So if you need to schedule calls et cetera,

that is your best wwndow W wll cone back from
| unch tomorrow. We will hear from| eadership. So
both Chris Aiver and Sam Rauch wll be here to

talk wwth you and to hear fromyou, as they tend
to do.

Then we will have our |ast presentation
at this neeting will be on research and data
collection in support of the spatial fishery
managenent update, which we wll refer to the
acronymas PRISM And then again tonorrow will be
anot her opportunity for public comment at 2:45.

And then we will wap up at 3:15 and adjourn by
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3: 30.

So that's the gane plan for the agenda.
| f there are any issues that fol ks thought woul d
be on the agenda or think need to be on the
agenda, as we do in person, let us know that. Put
sonething in the chat. Again, that's that sort of
-- that quote bubble. |If you click on that, that
will call up the chat. Put it in there. To the
extent that we can acconmodate it, we absolutely
will do our best. But that's the way to let us
know i f there is sonething.

Just in ternms of ground rules, our usual
ground rules apply. So to ne that will sound to
contribute. You are here because you have
| nportant perspectives and we need to hear from
you. And you all have different perspectives and
di fferent nuances, so please weigh in. Wen you
do that, however, recognize that there is 40 -- as
many as 40 AP nenbers on this call. So being
succinct in your comments and naki ng sure and
creating roomfor others to fold and is really

| nportant. So we ask that of you all.
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Li sten hard to each other. Integrate
perspectives. As Kelly said, there's a |ot of
perspectives around this table and the Agency is
al ways trying to understand, where's the overl ap.
What's the path for that can best address the
various interests around the table. And the nore
you' re thinking along wwth them that wll help.
And then ask questions of each other. |f soneone
has stated sonething that you don't understand
where they're com ng from ask questions of each
other. Let's learn fromeach other.

Agai n, rem nder, AP panelists are the
primary di scussants. That's who wll be opening
up to questions and coments during the nost of
the day wth public coment periods at the end of
t he day.

| will run the queue just as | normally
run it when we are in person, which is | wll try
to take people in the order that they -- that |
see hands go up. But that said, | also want to
bring in people who haven't been weighing in. So

"Il hop around a little bit. O if they are
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having a bit of a dialogue, | wll try to keep
that going best we can in this virtual
environnent. So just keep that in m nd.

Again, if there are any tech issues
along the way, if you're | osing contact, please
reach out to either Pete Cooper or N c Al varado.
And you can enmail Pete at Peter. Cooper @NOAA. gov or
Ni ck at Ni chol as. Al var ado@OAA. gov. So agai n, any
technical issues please just reach out to them
Wth that, | think that's all | want to say by way
of starting up here other than to rem nd fol ks, be
conf ortabl e.

Again, | think the best way to get to
these neetings is to take care of yourselves.

Have a gl ass of water. Have coffee. Have snacks
so you can keep yourself focused. Please do

what ever you can to avoid other distractions. |If
you are enmailing during these neetings, it's going

to be really hard for you to hear what's goi ng on.

So please stay focused. You will benefit for it
and we all will benefit for it.
So with that again, | just want to see
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I f there are any questions about our plan, any
suggestions on other agenda itens to cover. And
i f you do, just throw sonething in the chat. [|I'm
not seeing anything in the chat and |I'm not seeing
any hands raised. But Pete, if you can back nme up
on that one and let nme know if |'m m ssing
anything. If not, then | think Randy, |I'm going
to hand it back to you to dive right into the
overvi ew of recent activities in rul emaking.

MR, BLANKINSHI P: Al right. Thank you,
Bennett. And | will nake the transition here to
hopefully share ny screen appropriately.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah. W are seeing it.
Yep, and you are in presentation view. You're
good.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: Bear with nme. 1|s that
ny presentation view? Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yes, Randy. W are good.
Sorry I was on nute. Randy, you there?

MR. BLANKENSHI P: | am here, yeah.

MR. BROOKS: You are good. Go ahead.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ckay. Thank you, very
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much everybody. And this is an overview
presentation that we normally kickoff our AP
meetings with to give a bit of an update on
several different topics. |In this presentation |
wi || be touching on, and giving an update on
vari ous subjects that we don't have dedi cat ed
agenda itens for. And so follow up on this
presentation will be the tine to discuss or get
coments on the itens in this presentation. The
items here on the right of the slide are the itens
t hat we have dedi cated agenda itens for and the
di scussion on those itens will happen follow ng
t hose presentations as the agenda noves al ong.

So giving an update on sone of the
t hi ngs that have happened since we last net in
spring back in May with the advi sory panel, of
course we've had the proposed rule for swordfish
and shark retention limts and that comrent period
ended in June. So that is one thing that has
occurred. W al so have rel eased draft Anmendnent
12 which is a dedicated agenda item W wll be

hearing nore about that a little bit later.
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W al so had several inseason actions,
adjustnents to retention limts for swordfish and
for sharks. W had sone inseason fishing closures
for bluefin tuna and sharks. And then quota
trends for bluefin tuna fromthe reserve to the
har poon.

And on the operations side, since the
spring AP neeting and through today, we have
| ssued 17 exenpted fishing permts, scientific
research permts, and letters of acknow edgnent.
We have several nore that we are working on. W
al so have issued five shark research fishery
permts, registered a considerable nunber of HVS
tournanents, although not as many this year as in
past years. Mst likely related to the pandem c
si tuati on.

W al so have conducted 14 shark
i dentification workshops and protected species
wor kshops. Sonmething to note here is that,
related to travel restrictions and other
restrictions associated with the pandem c, we had

four workshops that were canceled earlier this
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year. But we have been able to conduct them since
then and have actually scheduled five additional
wor kshops to provide sone additional opportunity
for the folks that need to attend these wor kshops
to be able to attend them and neet the

requi renents and regul ati ons.

We have a little information about HVS
news subscribers. Percentages for shark --
recreational shark endorsenents and conmmerci al
sal e endorsenents on the charter head boat permt.

And of note at the bottomis | wanted to
bring your attention to the new structuring of
that HVS permts website. This is what we call
the HVMS permt -- I'msorry, the NWFS permt shop,
which is where nost of our open access permts are
i ssued through. And also where reporting of
| andi ngs for swordfish and billfish and the
reported | andi ngs and di scards of bluefin tuna
occur .

And so we've restructured that to
streamine it to nove sone content to be housed on

our main NMFS webpage, but then al so establish
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appropriate links to information fromthe HVS
permts webpage to the mai n webpage while stil
wanting to maintain that source of information
that so many of you have becone accustoned to
going to for information for recent years in the
tuna fishery for other updates of information. So
we've tried to maintain a |lot of that.

Pl ease take sone tine when you have the
opportunity, to go ahead and explore the
restructuring of that. G ve us feedback because
feedback will help us to continue to inprove that
system

| wanted to touch on the inplenentation
of the bluefin tuna area base-d and weak hook
managenent neasures. This was the final rule that
published in early April of 2020. Since then we
have been inplenenting the nonitoring areas for
this -- that were inplenented by this final rule
and wanted to just give a quick report out on the
nonitoring activities there.

In April and May for the spring Gulf of

Mexi co nonitoring area, there were no pelagic
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| onglines sets within that area and the fishing
activity that took place in that area during that
time period were -- that was by pelagic |ongline
vessels were actually participants in the
Deepwat er Horizon Cceani ¢ Fish Restoration Project
using gears other than pelagic longline. Also in
June at the Northeast United States nonitoring
area was nonitored and there were no pel agic
| ongline sets in that area in June.

After this final rule back in early
April, later in April we were sued over the final
rule. Just a quick update about that. The
adm ni strative record and a supplenent to the
record were filed earlier this year. And briefing
I s expected to be conpleted by the end of the
year. Also another update on litigation for
Amendnent 5B on dusky sharks and that is that the
nost recent round of briefings have been conpl eted
this summer for this lawsuit. And we are
currently waiting for the guidance or decision
fromthe court.

More of an update here on sharks on a
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couple of different topics. In this slide | wll
touch on the ban on the sale of fins in sone of
the different states, and bills in front of U S.
Congress, and stock assessnents and kind of the
status of that. So this issue of shark fin sale
bans and bans on possession of shark fins has been
i dentified as a managenent based research priority
totry to get a better handle on the inpacts of
those fin bans.

And we identified that in the docunent
that we released earlier this year, which is the
managenent based research priorities docunent.
It's at that top link on this slide. | invite you
to take a look at that. This, |'mhighlighting
this fin sale ban issued here, but there are many
ot her topics that are highlighted in that
managenent based research priority needs docunent.
So take a look at that if you will.

Rel ated to the fin bans, as | nentioned,
several bills have been in front of U S. Congress.
Florida has a bill that's not yet signed. New

Jersey has a ban that becones effective in January

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page:

31

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

2021. And then also we've highlighted your
nmessage fromthe Agency from Chris Aiver that was
rel eased back in January that give sone of the
Agency perspective on this issue.

Rel ated to assessnents for sharks, the
Atlantic blacktip assessnent is underway. The
hamer head research track will be starting in
2021. And porbeagl es are bei ng assessed by | CCAT
this year and results of that are pendi ng.

Al so, we've been working on Amendnent 14
of the HVS Fi shery Managenent Plan. W continue
to work on devel oping that draft and anticipate
that it wll be comng out alittle bit later this
fall or wwnter. You can put on your radar that
you nmay be hearing fromus as we try to set up,
anot her touch base with you all, perhaps via
anot her webi nar or conference call or sonething
al ong those lines to get your input on Anendnent
14 when we have that out. A little bit of an
update here on Anendnent 13 that is related to
bluefin tuna. W continue to work on devel opi ng

the draft environnental inpact statenent and
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proposed rule for this. W had scoping in 2019
and we anticipate that we wll be able to have
this out probably early in 2021 and then nove
towards working on a final DEIS and a final rule
| ater in 2021 and inplenentation then and/or 2022.
Renmenber that Anmendnent 13 has several different
things that it tries to address, and we will be
wor ki ng on nodi fications and updates and revisions
to the I BQ program sone work with the purse sein
fishery and nodifications to handgear fi shing.

Al so wanted to just nention the
el ectronic technology plan that HV5 is | ooking to
update in the near future. The initial HVS
el ectroni c technol ogy plan was conpleted in 2015.
It is intended to encourage the consideration of
el ectroni c technol ogies to conpl enent or inprove
exi sting fishery dependent data collection
program We are working on updating this plan as
part of a national initiative and intend to
provide that to advisory panel nenbers |later this
year for sone input before we finalize the plan in

early 2021. So this is another thing to put on
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your radar screen that you may be hearing from us
about in the near future.

Touchi ng based on sonet hing that has
been an inportant issue through this year as we
all have been dealing with the pandem c situation,
and that is with observer coverage. Just an
update here. W have observer bl anket waivers
that were issued by the Southeast Fisheries
Sci ence Center over two-week periods. Those dates
of the bl anket waivers covered April 6 through My
4. And since then, waivers have been issued on a
case-by-case basis based upon |ocal situations,
health situations, and those kind of things that
may exi st.

It is nmy understandi ng that observers
are being placed once again in the pel agic
| ongline fisheries and certainly we've had them
operating in the shark research fisheries. And it
remai ns the case that observers are an essenti al
conponent of commercial fishing operations and
provide critical information necessary to keep the

fisheries open and to provide sustainabl e seafood
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to our nation.

W as an agency continue to nonitor the
heal th situations, recommendations, and are
commtted to the health and safety of fishernen,
observers, and others while we're working to
fulfill our mssion to maintain our nation's food
supply and conserving marine life. This remains a
very inportant issue and the Science Center, of
course, operates our Pel agi c Qoserver POProgram
and it is sonething that they are paying extrene
attention to.

This is a slide that -- where we provide
| i nks to updates on landings. So if you would at
your -- as you have the opportunity, utilize these
| inks to see what the | anding updates are, also
the latest infornmation related to pernanent
registrations. One bit that | wanted to highlight
is that in this slide, related to blue and white
marlin and roundscal e spearfish | andings, as we've
hi ghlighted in the last -- actually in agenda
itens with you all at a neeting | think about a

year and a half ago or so, we highlighted our
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noni tori ng program and sone of the ability that we
have to inplenent in season nanagenent neasures as
each fishing year progresses.

As we nonitor the |anding throughout the
year, we assess those |andings and account for
t hem agai nst the | CCAT established 250 | andi ng
limt for all of these three species conbined.
That is a requirenent and a limt that is
establ i shed by | CCAT. Under the regul ations, we
had the authority to increase mninumsize limts
to slow the pace of landings if that limt is
bei ng approached. And then also to restrict
fishing to catch and release only if the annual
| andings Iimt is reached or projected to be
r el eased.

Recently there have been high | evels of
per manent | andi ngs of white marlin and roundscal e
spearfish and blue marlin. And we are eval uating
all of the available data sources and will be
working to determ ne the need for in season
action.

Shifting gears to the paperworKk
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reduction act, this is sonething that we highlight
in this presentation fromtine to tinme. Wen we
have renewal s of paperwork reducti on PRAct
authorities or burdens that are approved by OVB.
And it is sonething that we need, often tines, to
get public input on and coments on. |'ve

hi ghl i ghted here three information coll ections
that are those nunbers there under the first
bul l et, and what each one of those is regarding

W thin our HMS histories.

So we request that if you are inclined,
we would love it if you have public coments about
this and any of these data collections, that you
emai | any of your coments, whether they are in
favor of or in support of the data collection that
we are doing related to these topics or anything
el se that you mght want to express. Please send
those comments to the email address on the | ast
bull et on this slide. Your input on these issues
wi Il be very hel pful to us.

So one other thing that | wanted to

highlight in this presentation and i nformyou all
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of, is sonething we've been working on internally
wi thin HM5 Managenent Division to acconplish
several goals. And this is realignnment of HVS
Managenent Division. |[It's sonmething that you

m ght not otherwi se knowis going on, but it's
sonething that certainly is going to be very
useful for us within HVS managenent and within the
O fice of Sustainable Fisheries as a whole. The
goals that we are trying to acconplish with this
are two clarify our organizational structure
around functional groups, also in this process to
i ncrease organi zational prioritization of fishery
reporting and nonitoring and participating in
national fishery nmanagenent initiatives.

Doing this will help us to better neet
our strategic and | ong-term needs particularly as
they relate to budget and in the process what we
wi Il be doing is shifting fromwhere we've been
over the | ast couple of decades, which is
organi zation around or branches within HVS
managenent that had been generally organi zed

around geography. W' ve had the Northeast branch
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up in doucester. W've had the Sout heast branch
| ocated in St. Petersburg, Florida. And then

we' ve had the two branches headquartered in Silver
Spring --the fish group that concentrates on
managi ng sharks and ot her species as well. And, a
t hen our operations branch out of their
headquarters.

So we will be noving fromthat
four-branch organi zation to a three-branch
organi zation that is organi zed around functi onal
groups. Those functional groups are products and
services that will be headed by Pete Cooper,
reporting and nonitoring functional group headed
by Brad McHal e, and the rul enaki ng functional
group headed by Karyl Brewster-Ceisze.

So as we go through this, we definitely
don't want to | ose sone of the very good things
that were in place when we had -- when we've had
t he organi zation that we've been under over the
| ast, you know, couple of decades. Part of that
has been sonewhat, not only geographi c based, but

al so has a species expertise conponent. And we
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don't want to |lose, certainly, the species
specific or even fishery specific expertise. W
wll be working to maintain that. Rest assured we
will not |ose the very good support that we get
and that you all get from both aspects of our
organi zation even as we nove to functional group.
So the next slide that | have is just a
very high | evel organizational chart that just
expl ai ns what | just went through. W' ve got our
federal enployees that are represented on this
organi zational chart, but also contractors that
work with us that aren't shown here. And one of
the things in addition to the goals that |
outlined before, one of the things we are working
to acconplish is a nore equitable distribution of
di rect reports anong the branch chiefs, and this
wi Il help us achieve that as well. You wl]l
notice that one position in this reorgani zation
that we will be |ooking to -- that's not filled
ri ght now, but we will be looking to fill is the
assistant to the division chief that we hope to be

able to post in the near future.
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So with that, there is a lot that's
happening. That they try to get the slide up
there. There is a lot that's happeni ng outside of
HVES Managenent Division. O course a big part of
that this year has been related to the pandem c
and we wll have nore information related to that
i n our comng presentation. But | want to take
t he opportunity to highlight sone other things
that m ght inpact HVMS fisheries. W've got a list
of them here and on the followng slide and | w |
just touch on thembriefly. W got links to nore
i nformation that you can foll ow up on.

One is the pelagic |ongline take
reducti on plan changes on the proposed rule that's
been in devel opnent for quite sone tine. That is
expected to be rel eased shortly. There is also
t he expansion of the Flower Garden Banks Nati onal
Mari ne Sanctuary that has been an initiative for
quite a while in the National Marine Sanctuary's
office. There was the proposed rule that was
published in May. Comment period ended this

sunmer. And nore information can be found at
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t hose I|i nks.

O her things that are happeni ng include
the @Gulf of Mexico Coral Amendnment 9 final rule
that's in developnent. Also expansion of the
Fl ori da Keys National Marine Sanctuary and
information is available at that I|ink.

Aguacul ture has been an ongoing initiative. HVS
Managenent Division is participating wth our

col | eagues in the Sout heast regional office on
aquacul ture topics and have been involved in

mul tiple consultations of site anal yses.

Al so we've received requests fromthe
Qul f Council for nodification fishing access in
the eastern @Qulf of Mexico around Madi son- Swanson
and Steanboat Lunps. So that will be sonething we
will be working on in the future. And then also
there was the June 5th presidential proclanmation
related to the Northeast Canyons and Seanounts
that led to the prohibition on commercial fishing.

Al so happening is the Southeast for-hire
el ectroni c | ogbook reporting which is a project

spear headed t hrough the Sout heast and the South
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Atl antic Council and the @ulf Council have been
involved in. And the final rules that have
recently published working towards inplenentation
i n January 2021 of this for-hire electronic
reporting process. And we've been involved in --
behind the scenes in working with the Sout heast
fol ks on that along with working with ACCSP and
GARFO to incorporate HV5S Catch Reporting el enents
and eTRIP and the eVTR

The overall work that we are enbarking
on is of course to elimnate the need for
duplicative reporting and neeting the HMS
requi renents for reporting. So we will keep
continuing to work through these processes.

O fshore wind is an ongoi ng topic and
certainly inportant to many of you. W renmain
engaged in coordinating with GARFO, the Sout heast
regional office and science centers, on project
reviews, and supplying information on HVS

fisheries. W've got a lot of information |inked

here on this slide. So please followup with this

as needed.
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Looki ng ahead for upcom ng dates, draft
Amendnent 12, which is out now, the comment period
ends Cctober 26. And then on the horizon we have
several upcomng rules of actions listed here.
They i nclude the 2020 annual northern al bacore,
swordfish, and bluefin tuna Reserve quota
adj ust nment that should be out soon, the 2021 shark
specifications proposed rule, Draft Anendnent 14
that | nentioned earlier, and the swordfish and
shark retention limts final rules that can be
expected in the future, Draft Anendnent 13, and
the spatial managenent data coll ection proposed
rule that is expected nost likely in md-2021.

So with this Advisory Panel neeting,
we' ve got communication goals. Goals for all of
us is to be aware of issues, stay inforned, and
engage in dialogue. In all of this let's respect
each other and our individual points of view W
all have the right, and this process is intended
to reflect the ability for everyone to express
their points of view because the Agency needs to

hear them
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You as AP nenbers have rol es, and that
is to listen and engage in the di scussions, but
al so to share information back wth your
constituents and then bring i deas and advi se the
Agency. On our end, we need to make sure that we
abi de by donestic requirenents and i nternational
requi renents and keep you all infornmed about
| ssues, listen to you, and then nake deci sions
based upon the input that we get.

So for contacting the HVS AP, the -- of
course our offices through the federal --
t hr oughout (i naudible) right now are closed. That
may change in the future, but for now we are still
cl osed, and we are working renotely. |f you need
to contact us, please email specific staff. W
are nonitoring our phone lines. So if you call

the HMS phone line, the main phone line in Silver

Spring this is that here, |leave a voicemail. W
will get back with you.
Wth that, | will open this up to

guestions that you nmay have. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks Randy, very
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much. | wll note that a question was asked
whet her these materials wll be nmade avail abl e.
Yes, as always, these presentations wll be on the
AP website. | don't know if Randy, your
presentation is | oaded already, but if it's not
there, it should be nade available. MW --

MR. BLANKENSHI P: | think it is. I'm
pretty sure that it is up there already.

MR. BROOKS: You think it's up there?
Ckay, great. So again folks, just hit up the HVS
AP site. You will see it there. Let's see if
t here any questions or comrents on anythi ng that
Randy has presented. Again, you can throw a
coment into the chat or you can raise your hand.
| f you hover over your nane you wll see a little
-- will see alittle hand icon on your
participant's panel. You can just raise your
hand.

' mnot seeing any -- oh, yes. Shana
MIler, why don't you junp in here.

M5. MLLER H . Am|l unnuted?

MR. BROOKS: You are unnut ed.
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M5. MLLER Geat, thank you. So |
just wanted to nake a few comments about the Gulf
of Mexico, their restricted areas reopening |like
Randy, you had di scussed at the begi nning of your
presentation. As you know, we've argued through
the public comment period that that was a
premature reopening and there is now nore evidence
that it was premature. W heard | ast week in the
| AC public webinar on the 2020 western bluefin
assessnent that there were in 2013 and 2014 was
sone of the |owest on record. But once the gear
restricted areas were put in place in 2015,
recruitment for 2015 through 2018 went back up.

So it's concerning that the decision to
reopen the GRAs will send those -- that
(i naudi bl ) back down. And we al so heard | ast
week that the stock is now subject to overfishing
even though the official status is not
overfishing. That was fromthe 2015 to '17
| evel s. And so overfishing started in 2018 and
continues now. And it would be incredibly

unfortunate if reopening those gear restricted
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areas, which all the data suggested those gear
restricted areas were success, it's incredibly
unfortunate if reopening those areas will lead to
strict quotas going forward, which would of course
require not only decreased I BQ but al so decreased
gquotas for the commercial and recreational

sect ors.

Now we heard at the AP neeting in the --
| forget when that it was. And we heard again
today Randy, that not a single |longline got fished
in that area this year. So it's still really
uncl ear to nme what -- who wanted these areas
reopeni ng what the justification for reopening
was. Now | also heard that there was a | awsuit
contesting this rule. | don't know. W are still
really hoping that NOAA decides to reverse this
deci si on.

So anyway, thank you for the
presentation Randy. | know you guys have been
very busy under difficult circunstances this year.
So t hank you.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Thanks for the
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coments Shayna. | will point --

MR. BROOKS: Thanks.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: | wll just say and
point to the final rule for a lot of information
i n response to previous public comrent on this
| ssue. Shana, your comments are heard. Thank
you.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks Randy. Thanks
Shana. |'ve got Marty Scanlon in the queue. |
Wil just note diff Hutt has put in the chat, a
link to all the presentations. So if you haven't
found that yet, you could go on the chat and j ust
find alink there. Marty, the floor is yours.

MR. SCANLON: Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: W can, thank you.

MR. SCANLON: |'ve got several things.
This quite a bit there that Randy covered here.
So | hope you give ne the opportunity to address
all the different issues. | wll start off with
the nonitoring area.

| do have one question before | even get

into the details of ny questions. W see on our
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VMS machi nes there, there was a notation in there,
there is a new colum in there to mark whet her or
not we are working in the nonitoring area in the
northeast. Should we be checking that box off,
yes, only in the nonth of June or throughout the
year? That's ny first question. Maybe Randy can
qui ckly answer that and then | will continue.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: So |'m going to pause
-- I"'mjust going to put a pinin that and | et our
folks that are involved in nonitoring that area
provi de the answer specifically to that technical
guesti on.

MR. SCANLON: Ckay, very good. Thank
you, Randy.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: And | think they can
probably do that in the chat. That woul d probably
be the best way to do that.

MR SCANLON: Ckay.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah. That's what | was
goi ng to suggest. Go ahead.

MR. SCANLON: I n ny other question kind

of respond -- it's kind of in response to Shana
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1 MIler as far as those areas that were opened.
2 First of all, Bluewater W we were not pushing to

3 get the GRAs opened.

4 And the other question and the point

5 that | want to make is the fact that they were no
6 sets made in the Northeast June cl osed area, just
7 goes to denonstrate the responsibility of the

8 pelagic longline industry itself. That we had

9 said all along that if there is bluefin in that

10 area, we fear that there's bluefin in that area
11 and that we're going to have a problem that we
12 are responsi bl e enough to have the area open and
13 not for us to abuse it.

14 So just this past year denonstrates the
15 responsi ble efforts of the PLL industry in those
16 particul ar areas that have been in question. W
17 are nore than capabl e under the | BQ systemto

18 mai ntain the bluefin tuna effort in those

19 particul ar areas.

20 QG her than that, the size that | believe

21 that Shana is responding to in | CCAT, really

22 that's not been finalized. So | think that's a --
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she's putting the cart in front of the horse as
far as that goes there. So that's kind of a
problemright there, that's not finished there.
So that's not really been finalized.

Getting to Anendnent 13, the
| npl enentation of late '21 or '22, the problemwe
have, and | voiced this opinion to Chris diver at
the last AP neeting that | think we attended. Qur
concern is that we, by not resetting the bluefin
tuna IBQ the initial bluefin tuna I1BQ to deplete
at the begi nning of each year, at the end of A7 --
t hrough the A7 two-year review, we are at a great
di sadvant age here. You're going to the final
stages of Anmendnent 13 and we have never reset
that, reset the IBQ As a result, we have not
gotten any further with bluefin tuna di spersals
fromthe Reserve. So we've been handi capped
t hroughout this entire process. Now you're
| ooking to finalize sonmething that again, until we
reset that IBQ I'mafraid that there's going to
be decisions nmade in the Al3 process that pertain

to us that are going to be conpletely unfair. So
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that's a major concern of us right there.

The ot her question | have is, as far as
el ectronic technology. Nunber one, is that going
to include getting us out of the paper |ogbooks
and into electronic |ogbook nonitoring just |ike
with the bluefin tuna | BQ systenf? |Is that a
possibility? |Is that part of that? The other
gquestion | have is, in the electronic technol ogy,
will there be any changes in our VM5 units? And
I f so, what is the -- what m ght that be?

Ckay. And then getting back to --
touchi ng base on the observer waivers. The
| ndustry, and especially nyself, is very, very
di sappoi nted that they were nmaking these -- they
went out and nmade a protocol to reenploy -- depl oy
t hese observers on our vessels. However, they not
once called ne, or called any of the fishernen, to
engage wth them on what our opinions and what our
concerns were throughout that entire process. It
was basically, do as we say, don't do as we do.

They're sitting in their office just

| i ke everybody, all of you are sitting in your
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office. You' ve not been returned to work. Yet
you' re making a determ nation on vessels that you
never even set foot on. You have no idea the
confinenents on those vessels and you' re making
precedent, you're setting precedent and protocol
that basically had the potential to endanger each
and every one of the lives of not only our
vessel s, the captains, the crews, but their
famlies as well. So | will let you answer those
guestions there, Randy.

MR, BROOKS: Thanks, Marty.

MR. BLANKENSHI P: Ckay. Thanks, Marty.
So related to Anendnent 13, | hear what you're
saying. Thanks for the input on that. And we
wll take that certainly into consideration about
the timng of the proposed rule and final rule
aspects.

On el ectronic technol ogy, the coments
-- two comment that you nmade there, those are very
good. | know that we'll be taking those to heart
as we work on devel oping the electronic

technol ogies plan. The answer | think in short is
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yes, the plan would cover both of those topics,
but it's a plan, it mght not have all the
specifics of inplenentation, but will facilitate
further work on those topics.

And then on observer waivers, thanks for
the input there. Certainly, we can pass that
al ong to the Sout heast Fisheries Science Center as
they continue to work on the process and protocols
for placing of their --

MR. BROOKS: All right. Thanks, Randy.
And | will note in the chat, you will see a
response from Craig Cockrell on using the VMS area
code. So please take a look at that if that's of
i nterest to you.

Let's see if there any other comments or
guestions on Randy's presentation. And if there
s not, what we will do is go to the break early
and then cone back early. | always know with this
group, sone issues just need nore tine, but |
don't want to give it up.

Anyone el se have any questions or

coments at this point? Oay. |'mnot seeing
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anything. So if that's the case, let's go to our
norning break a little bit early. Let's return at
10:15. So we will have not nore than 15 m nutes
for the break. W will return at 10:15 and we
will hand it off at that point to Rick Pearson to
wal kK us through the Anmendnent 12 presentation.

So with that, Randy, unless you have
anything el se you want to add, let's go to a break
and we will reconvene at 10: 15.

MR. BLANKENSHI P:  Sounds good, thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Gkay. Thanks, everybody.
See you in mnutes.

(Recess)

MR. BLANKINSHI P: Al right. Just for
fol ks who are on the line, we will be starting up
i n about two or three mnutes again, so grab
sonething to drink or whatever you need again to
be confortable and plan on starting up in about
two, three m nutes.

Ri ck, you are able to hear ne?

MR. VEBER: Yes, can you hear ne?

MR. BLANKINSHI P: | can, perfect.
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MR. VEBER:  Ckay.

MR, BLANKINSHI P: Marty Scanlon, if you
can hear ne, if you can | ower your hand raised
that woul d be hel pful. Thanks.

And just everyone, once you raise your
hand, after we've acknow edged you and you had a
chance to speak, if you can |lower that's great,
then | can keep that queue as fresh as possible.

Thanks Marty. Al right, Matt, if you
can hand the control to Rick Pearson, if you
haven't already that would be great, and he can
get his slides up.

So if folks are back here, what | wll
invite you to do is again just get confortable.
You shoul d be seeing Rick Pearson is going to
present to us on Anendnent 12, National Policies
and FMPF bjectives. This is a subject we've

heard about oh, at |east two or three tinmes over

several AP neetings. But Rick, I will hand it off

to you and | expect we will have about a 40, 45
m nute presentation or so, and then be able to

open it up for any questions and conments.
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Ri ck, are you succeeding in getting your

MR. PEARSON. Can you see that?

MR, BLANKINSHI P. No we are not -- yes,
now we are.

MR. PEARSON. Ckay. Thank you, Bennett.
Hel | o everyone.

This morning |' mgoing to be di scussing
Draft Amendnent 12 to the HVMS FMP. It was
rel eased on August 25th, and the comment peri od
ends on COctober 26th. The purpose of Amendnent 12
IS to address recent Magnuson- Stevens Act Nati onal
Standard 1 guidelines, final rules and NMFS policy
objectives. There are five topics in Draft
Amendnent 12, to reassess and revise the HVS FW
obj ectives, to adopt the use of international
stock status determnation criteria for
| CCAT- managed HMS, to review and update
st andar di zed bycatch reporting net hodol ogi es for
HVS fisheries, and the fourth topic is to
establish triggers to determ ne when to review

al l ocati on decisions for quota-nmnaged HVS. The
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| ast topic would be to revise the timng for
rel ease of the HMS stock assessnent and fishery
eval uati on or SAFE report.

So the first topic is to reassess the
HVS FMP obj ectives. There's currently 16
obj ectives in the FMP. Per the final rule
revi sing national standard guidelines, FM
obj ectives shoul d be assessed on a regul ar basis
to reflect the changi ng needs of the fishery over
time. FMP objectives should be clearly stated,
practically obtainable, franed in terns of
defi nabl e events and neasurabl e benefits, and
based upon a conprehensive, rather than a
fragnentary approach to the probl ens addressed.

So those were our goals, to have been

clearly stated, practically obtainable, and so on.

In the Draft Amendnent we described four

net hodol ogi es that we use to assess the FMP
objective. |I'mnot going to go into those in
detail here, but sone was public comment, others
was just to see if we couldn't streamline the

obj ecti ves.
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So |'"'mgoing to go through these
relatively quickly, and I'd |ike for people to
focus on the second col um whi ch says, "Current
FMP bjective," and then the |ast columm which
reads, "Rationale.” So the first FMP objective is
to prevent or end overfishing and adopt a
precauti onary approach. Wat we have done is
we' ve replaced Atlantic tuna, swordfish, billfish
and sharks, with Atlantic HVS.

We noticed when we were goi ng through
the FMP objectives that in sone places we saw the
species, and in other places it says HV5, and in
ot her places it says Atlantic HV5. So Atlantic
HVS is already defined within the regul ations, so
in all places we tried to replace with Atlantic
HVS. So that's the nmmjor change in the first
obj ecti ve.

The second FMP objective, the current
objective is to rebuild overfished Atlantic HVS
st ocks, and control conponents of fishing
nortality both directed and incidental. The

change to this objective is we renoved the words
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both directed and incidental because those are the
only two sources of fishing nortality. So that's
the maj or change to the second objective.

The third objective is to minimze
bycatch, to mnimze to the extent practicable,
post-release nortality in the directed billfish
fishery. W changed this objective by clarifying
that this objective refers to m nim zing bycatch
and bycatch nortality in all HVS fisheries. The
fourth objective is to establish a foundation for
i nt ernati onal managenent through entities such as
| CCAT and to achieve optimumyield for these
fisheries throughout their range. So the nmjor
change here is that we al so added ot her RFMOs,
regi onal fishery managenent organi zations, and we
renoved the words beyond the excl usive economc
zone because the termthroughout their range
al ready incorporates this concept.

The fifth objective is to mnimze, to
the extent practicable, adverse social and
econom c inpacts during the transition from

overfished fisheries to healthy ones. So the
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maj or change in this objective is that we renoved
the words during the transition fromoverfished
fisheries to healthy ones because m ni m zi ng
econom c inpacts to the extent practicable should
be an objective regardl ess of the stock status.

The sixth FMP objective is to provide
the data necessary for assessing fish stocks and
managi ng the fisheries. W got alittle bit nore
specific on this objective to explain sone of the
types of data that would be necessary. So we
added the words identify, collect, provide, and
utilize to include other activities that -- that
reflect NOAA fisheries work. And we al so added
the words of support and enhance the effective
assessnent and managenent of Atlantic HMS
fisheries to broaden that | anguage.

The seventh objective is to manage
Atlantic HVS fisheries for continuing optinum
yield. W did not make any change to that FMP
obj ecti ve.

The eighth objective is to coordinate --

better coordi nate donestic conservation and
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managenent of the fisheries. W replaced in the
words of the fisheries -- again, for -- again we
repl ace the words fisheries for Atlantic tuna,
swordfish, sharks and billfish with Atlantic HVS.
And we also -- this one, if you were to read FMP
objective 8, we were sonewhat uncl ear exactly what
it meant. So we attenpted to clarify that

overl appi ng regional participation refers to
coordi nati on between overl apping states, state
comm ssi ons, fishery managenent Counci |
jurisdictions. And we al so added the concept of
regional variations in HVS fisheries. So we tried
to better clarify what that overl appi ng regional
and i ndividual participation neans.

The ninth objective is to provide a
framework to take necessary action under | CCAT
conpl i ance and/ or conservation reconmmendati ons.
W made no change to that objective.

The tenth objective is to pronote
conservation and enhancenent of the areas
identified as EFH. We added the word identify to

better reflect our work to identify Atlantic HVS
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EFH. So it reads, "pronote, identify, conserve,
enhance, and anal yze i npacts on areas identified
as EFH. "

The el eventh objective is to sinplify
and stream i ne HVS managenent. W inserted the
word Atlantic before HVS.

The twel fth objective is to pronote the
|ive rel ease and tagging of Atlantic HMS. W
added the concept of pronoting careful handling of
-- careful handling, live release and taggi ng of
Atlantic HV5. So we added the concept, in
addition to live rel ease and taggi ng, also
carefully handl e those speci es.

The thirteenth objective is to maintain
the highest availability of billfish to the U S.
Recreational fishery by inplenenting conservation
managenent neasures to reduce fishing nortality.
Again here, we just inserted the word Atlantic
before billfishes.

The fourteenth FMP objective is to
optim ze the social and econom c benefits to the

nation by reserving the billfish resource for its
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traditional use, which in the United States, is
entirely a recreational fishery.

After much di scussion we decided to
renove this objective as it's no | onger needed.
Billfish recreational fisheries are adequately
addressed in objectives 3, 5, 7, and 13. Al so,
the Billfish Conservation Act of 2012 as anended
I n 2018 already prohibits any person fromoffering
billfish or billfish products for sale or other
comercial uses, wth the exception of billfish
that are landed in Hawaii or Pacific |Insular
Areas, and they remain in those areas.

The fifteenth objective is to increase
under st andi ng of the condition of HVS stocks in
HVE fisheries. W added, again, the word Atlantic
here, and we al so expanded upon the type of
I nformation that could help with understandi ng
Atl antic HVE stocks and fisheries.

And the sixteenth objective is
consi stent with other objectives, to create a
managenent system nmake fl eet capacity

commensurate with resource status. W decided not
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to make a change to objective 16.

So in addition to revising current FMP
obj ectives we are proposing to add three
addi ti onal HMS objectives. So the |eft-hand
colum is the new FMP objective, and the right-
hand colum explains the rationale. The first new
obj ecti ve woul d pronote understandi ng of,
conpliance with, and enforcenent of HVS fishery
managenent regul ations.

Thi s addresses the need for effective
outreach to HVS constituents such as the
comercial and recreational conpliance guides, and
all of the other outreach materials that Atlantic
HVS Di vi si on provides, and to pronote
under st andi ng and conpliance with Atlantic HVS
regul ati ons.

The second objective that we added is
to, consistent wth other objectives, consider
ecosystem based effects to support enhanced,
effective, HM5S fishery nmanagenent. So the second
one that were adding clarifies what we consi der

ecosystem based effects in HVS fishery nanagenent.
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One of the nethodol ogies that we utilized in
reassessi ng FMP obj ectives was to consi der sone of
the work that other fishery nmanagenent councils
have done when they conducted sim |l ar exercises.
And we saw pretty regular use of ecosystem based
fishery managenent, so we decided to adopt that.

And the | ast new objective that we are
proposing is to pronote the devel opnent of
technol ogies to inprove HVS fishery reporting,
reduce bycatch of non-target- species, and enhance
fishing opportunities. This acknow edges the need
to pronote and utilize energing technologies in
HVS fishery nmanagenent.

The second topic in Draft Anmendnent 12
IS to review stock status determ nation criteria
or SDC for | CCAT managed highly m gratory speci es.
The Magnuson- St evens Act specifies that annual
catch limts and accountability nmeasures apply to
all fisheries, unless otherw se provided for under
an international agreenent in which the United
States participates. So that would incorporate

hi ghly m gratory species which are nmanaged under
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| CCAT.

For these stocks, the National Standard
1 guidelines provide that NMFS nay decide to use
the stock status determnation criteria defined by
the relevant international body. So this could
apply to | CCAT- managed Atl antic tunas, swordfish,
billfish and pelagic sharks in | CCAT fisheries.

So I'"'mnot going to spend too, too nuch
time on this table except to indicate where the
red circles are. First of all, the | CCAT stock
status determnation criteria are different for
determ ni ng the overfished status of a stock. But
they are the sane when consi deri ng whet her or not
overfishing is occurring.

So for the overfished | CCAT threshold in
all instances is BM5Y, so it's generally nore
restrictive than the donestic stock status
threshold. Currently, we went through all of the
| CCAT nanaged species and it would not change the
overfished status for any species currently.
Previously, | believe it was bigeye tuna, there

woul d have been overfished under | CCAT SDC, but
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not overfished -- I'msorry. But not overfished
under donestic stock status. But since that tine,
the stock status for bigeye tuna has changed, and
so for all species there's not going to be any
real inmpact. The one thing that will change is

t hat under the donestic stock status, overfished
criteria, we -- HVS Managenent Division has to
state unequi vocally whether or not a stock is
overfi shed.

So as you can see for sailfish and bl ue
sharks, we say not overfished. However, the | CCAT
determnation is a little nore uncertain because
of data deficiencies in sone instances. So for
sai |l fish and blue sharks they say not |ikely
overfished. But that will be the main thing that
woul d change by adopting | CCAT stock status
determ nation criteri a.

By adopting | CCAT stock status
determ nation criteria, it would reduce the
confusi on associated wwth a stock having different
i nternational and donmestic stock statuses. It

woul d avoid a term nol ogy m smatch. However, it
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does not result in any inpacts at this tine.
Wil e the status of sonme stocks could, in theory,
change from not overfished to overfished due to
different thresholds, there are currently no

i nternational nanaged HMS stocks with B assessed
-- B/BMSY levels that are currently between the
donestic and the international stock status
determ nati on threshol ds.

As always, we will continue to foll ow
| CCAT recommendati ons by adopting rebuil ding
managenent prograns based on | CCAT' s determ nation
of stock status, which is how the Atlantic HMS
Managenent Division has always operated. Any
future | CCAT recommendations will continue to be
| npl enented donestically through the fornmal
rul emaki ng process, including NEPA anal ysis,
public review and comment under the Adm nistrative
Procedures Act and adherence to all other
applicable law. So again, we do not anticipate
any inpacts as a result of adopting | CCAT stock
status determ nation criteria.

The third topic is to conduct a review
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of HVSE standardi zed bycatch reporting nethodol ogy,
t he Magnuson- Stevens Act requires that any FMP

W th respect to any fishery nust establish an SBRM
to assess the anpunt and type of bycatch

occurring. Required procedures include, but are
not limted to observer progranms, electronic

noni toring and reporting technol ogi es, VM5, and as
wel | as self-reported nechani sns including

| ogbooks.

On January 19, 2017 NMFS published a
final rule that defined SBRM as, "established
consi stent procedures used to collect, record, and
report bycatch data in a fishery." It clarified
the requirenents to identify SBRMs in FMPs,
expl ain how an SBRM neets its purpose based on a
fishery-specific analysis, and it provided regul ar
review for standardi zed bycatch reporting
met hodol ogi es.

The final rule required a
fishery-specific analysis when review ng an SBRM
So we revi ewed and updated the standardi zed

bycat ch reporting nethodol ogy for all HVS
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fisheries. W addressed the characteristics of
bycatch occurring in each fishery. W provided a
description of the feasibility of the nethodol ogy
fromcost, technical, and operati onal

perspectives. W addressed the uncertainty of the
data resulting fromthe nethodol ogy, and we
expl ai ned how the data resulting fromthe

net hodol ogy will be used to assess the anmount and
type of bycatch in the fishery.

So we went through each fishery and
addressed these four requirenents. These are the
fisheries that we -- for which we reviewed and
updated SBRM pelagic |ongline, bottomlongline,
comer ci al handi ng gear, comercial buoy gear,
gillnet fisheries, green-stick fishery, and the
purse seine fishery. W also addressed SBRMin
t he recreational handgear fishery, including rod
and reel, handline, green-stick, speargun for
bi geye, al bacore, yellowfin, and skipjack tunas.

So if you read the Draft Anmendnent
you'l | see the descriptions of SBRVs for all of

these fisheries. Anmendnent 12 ensures consi stency
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with the SBRM The final rule required that all
FMPs nust be consistent with the final rule by
February 21, 2022. And it requires that we
conduct a review every five years to verify

conti nued conpliance wth the standardi zed bycatch
reporting nmet hodol ogy requirenents.

MR. BROOKS: |'mjust going to junp in
for one second, Rick. | just want to acknow edge
that | know that there's at |east one person in
the queue with a hand raised. W're just going to
wait until the end of Rick's entire presentation,
and then open it up. So go ahead, R ck.

MR. PEARSON. Thanks Bennett. The
fourth topic is the consideration of allocation
triggers for quota-nmnaged HVS. NMS published a
fishery allocation review policy directive in 2017
that creates a transparent process for assessing
when a fishery allocation for a quota nanaged
species may need to be reviewed and what shoul d be
considered. It describes a three-step nechani sm
to ensure that fishery quota allocations are

periodically evaluated, and for fisheries wth a
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gquota allocation triggers should be identified
within three years, or as soon as possible.

Only one criteria would need to be
triggered to initiate allocation review  Sone
exanpl es of triggers that could be used include
public interest, tinme, or fishery indicators. So
these were just exanples that were in the policy
directive of things that could be considered as a
trigger to initiate potential review of quota
al | ocati ons.

So these are the five potential triggers
that are proposed in Draft Amendnent 12 to
initiate an allocation -- a quota allocation
review. Public coment received by NMFS with new
information to review, that's the public interest
conponent. A maxi mum of 10 years between revi ew
of the allocation core managenent group and/or
species; that's the tinme conponent. A species
and/ or managenent group stock status change based
on a recent stock assessnent or | CCAT
recommendati on, which woul d be considered a

fishery indicator.
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A change in effort or participation in
HVS fisheries again, that would be a fishery
i ndicator. Finally, inplenentation of a national
rul emaki ng that inpacts HVS fishery nmanagenent,
whi ch woul d be a change indicator. So if you're
going to submt comments on Draft Anendnent 12 for
this fourth topic, these are the five potenti al
triggers that we are proposing.

The policy directive, nore inportant
than requiring that we establish allocation
triggers, it established a three-step process for
adapti ve managenent, and so by establishing these
triggers, that is step 1. The second step in the
process of adaptive managenent is conducting a
fishery allocation review And really, the first
gquestion that would need to be asked when doi ng
this reviewis, are the FMP objectives being net?
And if the FMP objectives are being net, then it's
quite possible that no further review is needed.

The ot her conponent to a fishery
al l ocation review are, have fishery conditions

changed? And if fishery conditions have not
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substantially changed and the FMP objectives are
being nmet, then it's quite possible that a review
I S not necessary. However, if FMP objectives are
not being net, and fishery conditions have
changed, then it's quite likely that we would go
forward wth step 3, which is an anal ysis and

eval uation of allocation options for an HVS FMP
amendnent .

And as with any other action, that woul d
require a formal rul emaking process with fornal
anal ysi s under NEPA, and ot her regul ations, as
well as the need to solicit public input. Soit is
just a nore transparent process. However, what |
want to indicate is that this is not substantially
different than the process that we currently
review. This just lays out a nore transparent
adapti ve managenent process for how we woul d
conduct fishery allocation review

So if an allocation trigger is nmet, then
we conduct a review, are FMP objectives being net?
Have conditions changed? |If they have, and FMP

obj ectives are not being net, then we woul d
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proceed forward with a rul e-nmaking process. This

s just a schematic that was actually contained in

the policy directive. But it goes through the

sane process, or it describes the sane process

that | described in the previous slide. So you

can see, you know, going fromstep 1 to step 2, if

the objectives are being net, and no ot her

rel evant factors have changed then no need for

al l ocation to be updated, returned to triggers.
And the last topic and Draft Amendnent

12 is -- addresses the timng and publication of

the HMS SAFE report. Currently, the HVS FMP

specifies that the SAFE report will be released to

the public by the winter of each year. There have

been i nstances where we have not been able to

achi eve that goal, so therefore we are proposing

to adjust the publication date for the SAFE report

to account for unexpected delays. For exanple

| ast year, we were inpacted by the governnent

furl oughs, so we were unable to achi eve the goal

of getting it out by the winter of each year.

There have al so been i ssues wth data
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availability, staff availability, and the
occasi onal national energency.

So we are proposing to adjust the
publication date, yet still remain conpliant with
Magnuson- St evens Act requirenents that a SAFE
report be published periodically. And we wl|l
strive to continue to rel ease the SAFE report
annual ly, in the fall of each year.

So the tineline for Arendnent 12, the
comment period ends on Cctober 26. These are the
i nstructions to submt coments at
regul ati ons.gov. The key thing here is to enter
NOAA- NMFS- 2019- 0096 in the search box. W are
going to conduct two webinars later on in the
nont h of Septenber, and we anticipate that the
final FMP will be released in md-2021.

So we wll open the floor to comments or
guestions at this tine.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thanks Rick, very
much. So we -- as | nentioned at the outset, you
know, we've deliberately stuck to this agenda so

that there is sort of anple tine for conversation,
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and for questions. So please do not be shy about
wei ghing in, and if we wi nd up having fewer
questions or comments, then we can always go to

| unch early.

Ri ght now, |'ve got six folks in the
gqueue. Marty Scanlon, | think | saw your hand up,
so why don't we start with you. And after folks
make their coment, again, if you could | ower your
hand t hat woul d be hel pful.

Marty.

MR. SCANLON: Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Perfectly.

MR, PEARSON:. Yes.

MR, SCANLON: Ckay. Well, the just --
you know, in this provision that is, 4 and 5, you
know, it's being incorporated in this proposed
rule. Just | want to rem nd you that since 1999 a
portion of every regulatory action has been
blatantly ignored. Moving forward, sociol ogical
and economic inpact to the industry needs to be
noved front and center on all new regul ations. |

mean if this rule is intended to address the
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executive order to revitalize and to deregul ate,
or to fix the regulations within these industries,
that has to be front and center if were actually
going to achieve the objective, and that is to
revitalize these fisheries.

| nmean this has been blatantly ignored
over the past 25, 30 years. And it really needs
to be addressed. That's really all | have to say.

MR. BROOK: Thanks. Thanks, Marty.
Dewey. All right.

MR. PEARSON. And Bennett, | just |ike
to say one thing.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay.

MR. PEARSON. | forgot -- | may have
mentioned, | don't recall, that there is no
proposed -- and this is an unusual anendnent.

There is no proposed rule for inplenenting
regul ations associated with it. | just wanted to
reenphasi ze that. But Marty, thank you very nuch
for the comment.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. Thanks, Rick.

Dewey, you're up.
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MR. HEM LRI GHT: Yeah, can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: | can, thank you.

MR. HEM LRI GHT: | have two questi ons.
One of themhas to do with the latter, about the
SAFE report, information in the SAFE report. And

| was wondering if it was possible in the future

you coul d include the LPS survey, the recreational

LPS survey and charter/headboat in this SAFE

report which is very inportant, given that the one

that used for stock assessnents and vari ous
things. |Include that in the SAFE report, the LPS
survey?

And the second question is, will using
the nore conservative | CCAT status determ nation
criteria for overfishing potentially trigger any
provi sions in the Magnuson Act that woul d i npose
nore restrictive potential regulations on U S,

fisheries as conpared to the status quo?

MR. PEARSON. Thanks Dewey. No, | don't

think that it will because we currently, as a
result of the Atlantic Tunas Conservati on Act, or

ATCA, we are -- the United States is required to
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adopt | CCAT recommendati ons. And those | CCAT
recommendati ons are based upon SCRS stock
assessnents whi ch use the | CCAT stock status
determination criteria. So we are currently,
effectively, utilizing | CCAT stock status
determ nation criteria for managenent purposes.

However, if you |l ook in the SAFE report
you wll see, there's, like, page after page of
stock status determ nation criteria because we
have to go through and list both the | CCAT SPC and
the donestic SPC, and it gets quite confusing. So
we're hoping to reduce sonme of that confusion.

But to directly answer your question, | don't --
|"mcertain that it should not have any
significant inpact on HVS nanagenent neasures.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks Rick. Let ne get a
few nore people in. W've got a pretty good queue
running here. And again, as fol ks have al ready
tal ked to us, Marty, so if you can just |ower your
hand so | won't think you want to get back in.

Katy Westfall, let's go to you next.

M5. WESTFALL: H everyone. Thanks so

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page:

82

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

much for the presentation, R ck. | have a comment
and a question. So | appreciate your work on the
FMP objectives, and | think on the whole that --
all the revisions naeke it nore clear and
consistent, and streamined. And | particularly
appreci ate the addition of the technol ogy rel ated
objectives. | wanted to al so suggest a clinmate
change rel ated objective which could be sonething
al ong the lines as seeking to understand the
| npacts of climate change on each of the fisheries
and helping to inprove the adaptability of
managenent as appropriate. O this could al so be
potentially rolled into the new ecosystem
obj ective that's bei ng proposed.

And then, | also wanted to address the
SBRM part of the anmendnent. So as we all know,
HMS are across fisheries and in non-HMS fisheries
and could be reported differently dependi ng on the
fisheries. So sonetines in pounds, sonetines in
i ndi viduals, and it can be really difficult to
pi npoi nt where nortality is occurring. So | was

hopi ng that this review of the SBRM woul d provi de
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t he Agency the opportunity to standardi ze bycatch
across HMS fisheries and non-HVS fisheries.

| didn't really see this addressed in
t he Anendnent and |'m wondering if the Agency was
planning to work with councils |ike the South
Atlantic and the GQulf of Mexico to report data in
the sane way so it really allows us to understand
where nortality is occurring so that we can both
effectively design nmanagenent neasures and not
unfairly hold any particular fishery accountable
when the nortality m ght be occurring somewhere
el se.

MR. PEARSON: Thank you very nuch for
that recommendation. That's correct, we did not
necessarily consider, or address that.

MR. BROOKS: Okay. We will --

MR. PEARSON: Let -- Okay. Well, we
were going to --

MR. BROOKS: No, go -- go ahead, R ck.

MR. PEARSON. When we were review ng
SBRM primarily, you know, exclusively for HVS

fisheries, and so that is why. But thank you very
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much for that recommendation. And also for the
recomendation to address climte change. And
that could be sonething, | agree, that we roll

i nto the ecosystem based fishery nanagenent
objective, or make it a standal one one. W'|l]|
consi der that thank you.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: So I'Ill just jump in
to add on to what Rick was saying there related to
SBRM and t he standardi zation across the fisheries.
So one of the things that | believe the final rule
for SBRMthat was published a while back that Rick
mentioned, did provide for fishery specific
aspects to the devel opnent of a SBRM And |||
just highlight that that was recognized that there
often tinmes needs to be fishery specific
di ff erences.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Randy. Let's open
it up to David Schalitc and then to David
Kerstetter.

MR. SCHALITC. Hello? Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Your line is open, David,

and we can hear you.
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MR. SCHALI TC. Thank you very nuch.

Ri ck, you did a yeoman's job. This is terrific.

Thanks very much for the presentation
and for all your work. Just a couple of
guesti ons.

Regardi ng the section regarding the
proposed new HVS FMP obj ectives, and that section,
| think the second part of that is tal king about
consi dering ecosystem based effects in HVS fishery
managenent. M sinple question hereis, is the
ecosystem based fishery nanagenent approach now - -
is that now found in Magnuson; is that supported
by Magnuson- St evens?

MR. PEARSON. David, | don't know that
-- I'"'msorry. | don't know the answer to that
guesti on.

MR. SCHALITC. Okay. So wll just flag
it then. M/ next question is --

MR. PEARSON. | do know that there's an
awful ot of work that's going on with regards to
EBFM

MR. SCHALITC. Yeah, no, | prefer that
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as well. But | was unaware that Magnuson- Stevens
supports that approach. And | was wondering if
that -- we can find out off-1line.

As it regards the precautionary approach
that you nentioned earlier, is there a definition
of a precautionary approach in Magnuson- Stevens,
or in the HVS FMP?

MR. PEARSON: There are certainly Agency
publ i shed papers on what constitutes the
precauti onary approach,

MR SHALITC. Ckay. GCkay. Al right.
And then, just, | guess, one other thing |I have --
oh yeah. There's sonething that relates to what
Dewey nentioned earlier. Is it within the scope
of this discussion, or this public coment period
that we would tal k about what goes into the SAFE
report? O only when the SAFE report is being
publ i shed?

MR. PEARSON. David, | think that we
woul d consi der any comments that are considered,
not just with regards to the timng of the SAFE

report because we're always -- and as a matter of
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a fact, the SAFE report substantially was changed

this year, reorgani zed and additional things were

added and subtracted and so forth. And so | think

that we would always be willing to accept
suggesti ons on what should be contained in the
SAFE report to make it nore useful for our
consti tuents.

MR. BROOKS: That sounds |Iike a yes.

MR. PEARSON:  Yes.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay.

MR. SCHALITC. I'min conpl ete agreenent

wi th Dewey on what he said. And the last itemis
this. |I'mgetting a sense that there is an
attenpt to being made to kind of narrow the gap

bet ween the way | CCAT says things and the way

Magnuson- Stevens says things. So in the case of,

for exanple, the termoptimumyield. You know, |
don't believe optimumyield shows up in the | CCAT
definition at all. | think that the cl osest
termnology that | recall being used by |ICCAT is
maxi mum sust ai nabl e catch. And you' re di scussing

this with, you know, and you're working on this,
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have you cone across -- isn't there any conflict
there between those two terns, in your view?

MR. PEARSON: |t doesn't sound like it.
Maxi mum sust ai nabl e catch versus optimumyield. |
woul d have to, you know, investigate that a little
bit nore but it sounds like a very, very simlar
-- two very, very simlar concepts.

MR. SCHALITC: It does.

MR. BROOKS: David, if it's okay with

you if that's --

MR. SCHALITC. |'m done.
MR. BROOKS: -- was your questions.
Ckay. Geat. And if you have nore we'll get you

back in.

Let's go to David Kerstetter. And
again, if fol ks have already asked their
questions, if you could | ower your hand. Thank
you. You're up.

MR. KERSTETTER: Al right, thanks,
Bennett. Thanks Rick, really nice work. Just a
qui ck question going to the FMP objectives and

their revisions. You tal ked about in objective 4
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how you revised it to also include other RFM3s,
presumabl y, maybe for WECAFC pur poses.

Regardl ess, you didn't repeat that |anguage in
objective 9, and |I'mjust kind of curious why you
didn't for consistency? Thanks.

MR. PEARSON: Thanks Dave, that
guestion, that is certainly sonething that we
coul d consider in objective 9, adding other RFM3sR
because those two objectives are sonewhat rel ated.

MR. KERSTETTER: Exactly. That was --

t hank you very nuch.

MR. PEARSON. Thanks, David. Let's go
to Kristin Foss.

M5. FCSS: Ckay. Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, we've got you.

M5. FOSS: Ckay great. Thanks for an
excel l ent presentation, Rick.

So ny comments are in reference to the
HVS obj ectives, and I think this could be an
opportunity to make sone of them broader, and nore
holistic, especially, and how HVS fisheries

i nteract wth other counsel, or federally managed
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species. For instance, it could allow HVMS the
flexibility for opportunities to | ook at the shark
degradation issue, or increased interactions wth
sharks. So for exanple, if you |look at, |ike,

obj ective 15, you could add the information and
how t hese fisheries interact with other federally
managed species, just continue that extra
flexibility. Thanks.

MR. PEARSON. Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Sorry, did you want
to comment on that?

MR. PEARSON. No, that's a good
suggestion. Yeah, we were just trying to expand
upon that. Could you repeat -- I'msorry, |'m
trying to break this down, how we could -- what we
could add to the revised FMP objective 15. |
didn't get everything.

M5. FOSS. Yeah, sorry. So objective 15
says i ncreased understanding of the condition of
the HVE stocks and HVS fisheries, so perhaps you
could add information |i ke and how these fisheries

interact with other federally managed speci es.
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MR PEARSON:  Ckay.

MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thank you. All
right, let's go to Jason, and then we'll pick up
Ri ck Weber.

Jason. Jason, your lines open if you
want to talk.

MR. SCHRATWESER:. Ch, I'msorry, | have
nyself on mute. Good norning. Thanks, Rick for
the presentation.

Since this anmendnment clarified sone
t hi ngs about quotas and allocations, | wanted to
ask how does the timng of this anendnent -- does
it influence or inpact anything that wll
potentially happen in Arendnent 14 regardi ng shark
al l ocations or quotas; or are the two nutually

excl usive? Thank you.

MR PEARSON: | have not read Amendnent
14 inits entirety yet. |I'mjust --
MS5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ: | can answer that

I f you want.
VMR, PEARSON. Ckay.
MR, BROOKS: Go Karyl.
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MR. PEARSON: Thank you, Karyl.

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ:  Yes. Hey, Jason.
Thi s anendnent, Anmendnent 12 is exclusive from
Anmendnent 14. Anmendnent 14 will deal only with
sharks. Anmendnent 12 is nuch broader than that
and in ternms of the quotas and the (inaudible) is
specific to | CCAT interactions, not to the
donestic sharks that we're dealing with in
Amendnent 14.

MR, BROOKS: Thanks, Karyl.

M5. BREWSTER- GEI SZ:  Yeah.

MR. BROOKS: Rick Wber.

MR. WEBER: Good norning all. R ck,
just really a note. | think you' re going to get a
little squinty-eyed skepticismat renoving the
billfish goal. | amnot saying that you are --
that your analysis is wong. | would note that
one m ght say that your new outreach goal could be
captured by existing goal 15, or that both of them
m ght be covered by goal 6 about providing data,
conpar ably, an ecosystem based new goal m ght

arguably be covered in the full reach of nunber 10
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on EFH.
My point is stuff feels better when it's
there. And as we're tal king about taking a goal

away, just be aware that sonme of us feel better

when it's there. |'mnot saying you're w ong.
|"'mnot saying it's not covered. |'m not saying
it's not established el sewhere in law. |'m saying

we feel better when it's there.
MR. PEARSON. Thank you very nuch, RicKk.
MR. BROOKS: A little redundancy never
hurts. |Is that the gist of it R ck?
MR. PEARSON: Yeah, |I'mcertainly not
surprised to receive that comment, Rick. And I
appreciate it. | really do think, though,
objective 13, maintain the highest avail -- and we
kept this, maintain the highest availability of
billfishes to the U S. recreational fishery by
| npl enmenti ng conservati on managenent neasures that
wi Il reduce fishing nortality nay address that.
But believe ne, we had a | engthy
di scussi on about renoving objective 14. W had a

really great team working on this FMP anendnent,
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and so | think that we appreciate your conment and
we'll certainly consider it as we nove forward
with Draft Amendnent 12. Thank you, | totally
under st and.

MR WEBER: That's all |I'm saying, and
| " m probably speaki ng ahead as you go up for
coments that people will give you a little
squi nty | ook at why you've chosen exactly one goal
of 16 to take away.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks Rick, for the
observati on.

MR. PEARSON: Mainly because of the
Billfish Conservation Act of 2012 as anended in
2018, that's the primary reason.

MR. BROOKS: Al right let's -- |'ve got
a fewnore folks in the queue. | think I've got
three nore that |I'mseeing right now, so wll go
Alan Weiss, then Tim Pickett and then to Bob
Hunphr ey.

Al an, you're up. Alan, your line is
open, you mght need to unnute yourself on your

phone too, or sonething. Alan, we are not hearing
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1 you. Let's try to unnute you again. Alan, can
2 you tal k?

3 Al right, let's go to Tim and then

4 wi I | conme back -- double back to you, Al an.

5 Ti m Pi ckett.

6 MR. PICKETT: Can you hear ne?

7 MR. BROOKS: Yeah.

8 MR, PICKETT: Ckay. Yeah, no, | just

9 want ed to enphasi ze a couple of things, you know,
10 and were going to get into it tonmorrow wth the
11 shark depredation stuff so | won't focus on that.
12 But you know, one thing that | noticed in this

13 whol e docunent is that 1'd |like to enphasize, or
14 maybe it could be enphasized in the final docunent
15 I's how inportant it is to engage the public.

16 Al of the fisheries managenent pl ans
17 and rul emaki ng and everything involved is

18 i ncredi bly conplicated. | still struggle to

19 understand it nyself and having been to these

20 meetings for a long tinme, and everything |ike

21 that. The general public has no idea how t hese

22 deci si ons are nade.

Has no idea how fishery
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managenent plans are developed, and | think it's
very inportant to put extra enphasis on engagi ng
the public through public coment, through, you
know, addressing the concerns of the public, and
really engaging themin the rul emaki ng process
because the public wll appreciate fisheries
managenent deci sions better if they're involved in
t he process.

You know, | don't know if this is the
appropri ate avenue for it, but | nean especially
with dealing with the | ast couple of weeks and
wor king with these guys on the shark depredation
stuff that I'msure we'll talk about tonorrow.
And | have a bunch of letters from sone people in
nmy area about that. You know, | wouldn't say that
they're ignorant to the process, but they -- but
it's an incredibly difficult thing for themto
understand. And | think a lot of it is because
they are not engaged in it through | would say
maybe surveys or whatever.

So there gets to be a little bit of an

| nherent distrust in themin the process because
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they're not engaged in it as nuch. And, you know,
| see sone stuff in this docunent that tal ks about
further engagenent of the public. Mybe sone
sinplified docunents that show why does, you know,
okay this is the floor, or the limt that we've
established with this fisheries nanagenent
process. This is what went into it. |If you want
to look into it further, here's where you | ook
intoit. Sonmething for themto get sone
i nformation on it because a | ot of the guys don't
feel engaged and there's a knee-jerk reaction to
get irritated about it if they' re not engaged in
the process. So that's ny only comrent.

But you know, a great presentation,
Ri ck.

MR. BROOKS: Can | ask a quick question,
Tin? Bennett here. |s that just sort of a
general comrent on Al12 or a little bit nore
target ed?

MR. PICKETT: That's just a general
coment. | appreciate the inclusion of public

comment and triggering a review of things. That
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was j ust, you know, ny appreciation of that and I
just wanted to enphasi ze that.

MR, BROOKS: kay. Geat. Thanks,
appreciate it. Bob Hunphrey.

MR. HUMPHREY: Yes, can you hear ne?

MR BROOKS: W can.

MR. HUMPHREY: Ckay. M question and
comment invol ved objective 8 which ends with a
rat her vague, "other relevant factors." And |
wonder if it's reasonable to assune, or expect
that that would include recognizing, or
acknow edgi ng | ocal and regional differences in
fishing patterns and participation. And if so,
would it be worth including that wordi ng?

MR. PEARSON: Bob, would you repeat that
agai n, because |I do believe that we have added
regional variations. That was one of the concepts
that we tried to incorporate in the revision. But
could you sort of el aborate upon the comment a
little bit, please, so | can better understand it?

MR. HUMPHREY: Yeah. It's -- let ne

read it here. "Regional variations." That too is
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alittle vague. And maybe that answers ny
gquestion. But it's unclear to ne, and what sort
of pronpted this is |'mfrom Maine, and |I | ook at
the way people fish bluefin in Miine versus
Massachusetts. It's |like night and day, the
proportion of commercial to recreational over a
matter of 50 mles or 20 mles. And that can have
a big inpact on stock assessnents. |t can have a
bi g i npact on catch per unit effort, quotas, et
cetera.

MR. BROOKS: Bob, is the issue that
regional variation is just a little vague when
folks look at it? |Is that the heart of that
conment ?

MR. HUMPHREY: Yes, | think historical
fishing patterns is a nuch clearer statenent, and
maybe we could tweak that a little bit, so it says
regional differences in fishing patterns and
participation and participation |evels.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. Thanks.

MR. PEARSON. | just want to say one

thing, Bob. | appreciate that comment, and | hope
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that sonebody -- | haven't been able to wite the
whol e thing down. | hope sonebody captured that.
But objective 8, when we | ooked at the current FM
objective this is one that we really struggl ed
With regards to what it was saying originally. So
|"mnot sure if we clarified it in any nore in the
proposed revision, but that was what we were
trying to do because we kind of struggled wth

obj ecti ve 8.

And |"'mglad to see that you're having
sone of the sane kind of questions that we had
about objective 8 and | appreciate that that
you've read it that carefully. And also, raising
the issue of regional variations in fishing
patterns and so forth. So we'll take a | ook at
that, and | appreciate that you | ooked at this
obj ective in such depth.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Bob for the
coment. The last person | have in the queue is
Al an Wi ss.

Al an, you're up. And your line is now

open. And we are still not hearing you, Al an.
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Al an are you on a phone as well? Sonetines one
can double nute yourself if you're on the phone
and on your conputer. | think the only other
suggestion | would have is if you can maybe put
your comrent or question in the chat we can try to
pick it up that way. And maybe during lunch if
you can reach out to Pete, he can try to
troubl eshoot that and see what's going on. |'m
not quite sure why we're not picking you up, but
I f you have a question or comment, if you would
throwit in the chat, even if it's not intine to
get an answer here, we can certainly incorporated
into the comments that Rick is getting here.
| s there anyone el se who would like to
comment at this point? W have another 10 or 15
m nutes on the agenda if we need it. And if we
don't, that is also fine. |'msure you wouldn't
m nd getting sent to lunch a little bit early.
But any questions or comments for Rick on this?
And | amtracking the chat, |'m not
seeing anything fromAlan there yet. So while

fol ks ponder whet her they have any | ast comments,
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| would just sort of do a quick summary. So Rick,
a nunber of conplenents com ng your way for the
very thoughtful, conprehensive work, so nice worKk.
And thank you. A few comments on the SAFE program
to include the rec LPS survey and the SAFE report,
t he standardi zed bycatch reporting period to

consi der standardi zi ng bycatch across both HVS and
non- HVS fi sheri es.

Regar di ng the standardi zati on of | CCAT,
to think about whether there's any conflicts
around term nol ogy, et cetera. Any inconsistency
concerns. | think we heard clearly fromyou,

Ri ck, that your sense is all is good there. But
that was just a caution | think we heard.

A nunmber of comments around FMP
obj ectives, one to consider adding climte change,
a climate change rel ated objective, or adding it
to the ecosystem based objective. Look at
consi stency between objectives 4 and 9,
specifically around other fishery nanagenent
organi zations, regional fishery nmanagenent

or gani zati ons.
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Broaden the link that's already in
nunber to include other federally managed
fisheries. To Rick's point, just recognize that
renmovi ng objective while -- m ght nake very good
sense, it could raise sone eyebrows, because sone,
| think the word was, squishy responses. So |
t hought to consi der.

In objective 8 to try to add a little
nore specificity to the phrase regional variations
to nore specifically talk to historical fishing
patterns, et cetera.

And then | think a general comrent from
Marty related to objective nunmber 5 which was j ust
talking to the inportance of the program focusing
really hard on adverse economic, | don't think
there was a particul ar | anguage recommendati on
there as much as a rem nder to the agency that
that's sonething that he and others are | ooking at
very cl osely.

That's ny summation of what | heard.
Yeah?

MS. McLAUGHLIN: This is Sarah.
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MR. BROOKS: Yes, Sarabh.

M5. McLAUGHLIN: W just wanted to
follow up for David, just bear with ne, |'ve got
to have a couple of w ndows open here. W did
| ook into the EBFMissue. W kind of scroll up
her e.

David, there's a section on the National
Mari ne Fisheries Service EBFM policy on | egal
authority nmandates, and it addresses the
Magnuson- Stevens act. And | could paste the |ink
in here in the chat. How about | do that?

MR. BROOKS: Thank you, Sarah. That
woul d be hel pful. Thanks.

Ri ck, any final coments are
observations fromyou? Pearson.

MR. PEARSON: No. | just want to thank
everybody for the kind words and the fact that you
all have dug into these five topics and we
certainly appreciate your comments, and we w ||
certainly take theminto consideration as we nove
forward with Draft Amendnent 12. That's all.

MR BROOKS: Geat. Good. Yeah, thank
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you all. That was very hel pful, focused feedback.
|"'msure it wll help Rick as he noves forward
wi th that.

So it's 11:20, | think we should just
| et folks break for lunch early. | am not going
to bring us back early because | want to protect
at that tinme for fol ks who may have pl anned t hat
for things |like phone calls, and | don't want to
cut into that tine if people have set up calls.
So let's plan, however, on reconvening at 1:00
p.m sharp so fol ks can sort of get back on at
around five of or so that woul d be good.

| think that's it. Randy, Pete, anyone
el se fromthe HVS team anything to add before we
go to break?

MR. BLANKINSHI P: No, | don't have
anyt hing to add.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. And | just want to
say to fol ks before you go to break, | think ny
recommendati on woul d be that you stay hooked into
the webinar if you can, just go on nute, turn off

your videos so we don't have any problens picking
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people back up. But I'll leave that to you. And

as well, if you've got any electronics that are

running |l ow on battery charges, lunch is a good

time to get your phone or conputers charged.

We'll catch you at 1:00. Thanks everybody.
(Recess)

MR. BROOKS: kay. It's 1:00, | think
we shoul d get going because we still have a nunber
of things to cover and want to nmake sure that none
of these topics gets squeezed.

So thanks everybody for com ng back. |
hope everyone was able to use the break to kind of
just step away fromthe conputer a little bit and
conme back focused and ready to dive into sort of
the Part Two of our day, which will start with a
conversation around the 2020 Fi sheries' Econom c

Situation Report. W'IlIl then get a | aw

enf orcenent update, we'll have an afternoon break
about 2:15 or so, and then we'll have a bluefin
tuna update, and then finally at 3:00 we wl | have

public coment.

To that point | got asked a question,
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the key to how the public | et us know that they
want to get into the mx. And we'll ask you to
rai se your virtual hands just as we've been having
panelists do, the AP nenbers do at the appropriate
tinme. You can also, for sonme reason we're not
seeing or that's not working, you can al so just
throw a comment in the Chat saying that you'd |like
to have an opportunity to speak during public
coments, so we'll nake sure to get folks in.

Again, to AP nenbers, we've tried to |lay
out our day today and tonorrow with enough tine
for conmments. So | think we had a really good
conversation on 8/12. | was glad we had as nuch
time as we did to cover that, and hopefully we'll
have sonething simlar. W're hoping to | eave at
| east 10 or 15 m nutes for conversation after the
next two items. So.

Wth that, let ne hand it off to George
Silva and diff Hutt. | want to just rem nd us
that in May | think we got a really good
t houghtful presentation on how this kind of odd

nmonent in our collective |lives has been playing

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page:

108

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

out economcally. Oobviously we are still all deep

in this situation, and wanted to give them a
chance to cone back and share sone of the | atest
I nformati on that they have.

And | want to invite folks, in addition
to just, you know, weighing in with questions or
coments after their presentation, feel free to
t hrow your perspectives or experiences in the Chat
as well. | think that will be interesting for all
of us.

So with that, diff, George, over to
you.

MR. SILVA: Thanks, Bennett. Well
t hanks everyone, sorry to be presenting right
after lunch, especially the dismal science.
Hopeful | y everyone had a good | unch and had sone
time to digest wwth that early break. But | want
to junp right in here.

This is a continuation basically of the
presentation | provided wwth diff in the Spring
Advi sory Panel Meeting. And at that neeting we

provided a Prelimnary Econom c Situation Report
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for 2020. Now that we've gotten the sumer behi nd
us, we nade a nmajor update to this presentation,
and we're excited to provide you with the updates.

So first | want to give you an overvi ew
of what we're going to cover in this presentation.
|"mgoing to start with a kind of a big picture,
U.S. Econony wi de kind of map of the various
econom c indicators to update you wth where we
currently stand.

"' m going to be using sone high
frequency indicators. These indicators occur on a
nore daily/weekly basis, so we can kind of get a
better real-tinme picture of where things stand.

Fromthat topic then I'mgoing to junp
into Atlantic HMS | andi ngs, specific information
Wi th revenue, price trends, comercial vesse
activity. And at that point GAiff Hutt's going to
junp in and provide his expertise on the for-hire
sector and recreational fishing.

So first I'"'mgoing to start with the
hi ghest frequency indicator that | was able to put

ny hands on that relates to our fishery, and this
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Is the Open Table Network data. This data
represents reservations for seated patrons at
restaurants across the U S. on the Open Table
Network, and it | ooks at 2019 versus 2020 percent
changes.

As you can see, and as we discussed in
the early Spring AP Meeting, it was a dranmatic
reduction in seated patrons at restaurants. |
mean virtually it went to just about to zero at
the end of March, 100 percent reduction in seated
di ners. But luckily since then we've had an
i nprovenent, really starting around June and then
wor ki ng our way through the summer nonths there's
been a pretty substantial recovery. Still way off
fromwhat it was in 2019, but the nunbers are
| ooki ng, had kind of fluctuated around 60 percent
reduction in seated patrons.

And then nost recently, actually | just
| ooked up the data for this weekend for Labor Day,
and we were at just mnus 18.92 percent on Labor
Day versus the previous year. So it's a big

dramatic, | nean it's nore of a one-day indicator.
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It's probably nore around on a normal day about 35
percent, but people definitely got out on Labor
Day. So that kind of takes us kind of an update
on the restaurant market.

And the reason why we focused on the
restaurant sector when | ooking at kind of forward
| ooki ng indicator that would inpact Atlantic
highly mgratory species is because 68 percent of
all consuner expenditures for fisheries products
were made at food service establishnments as of the
| ast data reported in 2017.

Real |y the restaurant activity provides
us with a proverbial canary in a coal mne for the
econom ¢ shifts that occurred since 2020. And as
we can see, there's definitely been sone changes,
sone dramati c changes that occurred in the spring
and sonme rebounding that's happening nowin |ate
sunmer .

Movi ng on, since our |ast neeting | was
able to obtain what the Census Bureau provides for
total U S. restaurant and bar sales. And this bar

chart shows the change froma year ago in mllions
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of dollars. And | also put the percent change at
the top, or at the bottom of each bar to kind of
hel p us wal k through this.

So as you can see, in February of 2020
we were at actually better than average sal es of
food service and drinking places, up 5 percent;

t he econony was doing really well. But in Mrch
the inpacts were starting to take place with a 27
percent reduction in total food service and
drinki ng place sales. And that hit al nost
basically a record nonthly | ow percent change in
April of 2020 with a mnus 52.4 percent U S. Wde
reduction in food service and drinking place

sal es.

That inproved to 38.1 percent in My,
and in July, which I think | believe is the | atest
figures that are available in this advanced retail
sal es sector indicator, is at mnus 18.9 percent.
| "' massum ng that August it probably inproved a
bit nore as well.

And the one good thing about this

i ndicator is in addition to dealing wth seated
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1 patrons, it also handl es the take-out
2 est abl i shnents, outdoor seating, those type of,
3 and smal l er restaurants that are not necessarily

4 part of the Open Tabl e NetworKk.
5 So junping fromthe restaurant and bar
6 sales, | wanted to give you an update on travel.

7 Travel is very inportant for Atlantic highly

8 m gratory species, especially our recreational

9 sectors and tournanents. Here the green |ines

10 I ndi cate the 2019 passengers that went through TSA
11 checkpoints. As you can see it was usually over

12 two mllion and was as high as two and a hal f

13 mllion. The blue line shows total travelers in
14 2020.

15 | went and pulled the data this norning

16 for Septenber 7th, and the nunber junped up to

17 935,000 travelers that went through TSA

18 checkpoints. That's still a 59 percent reduction
19 conpared to the sane weekday | ast year. So sone
20 | nprovenent but we're still a ways off. Kind of
21 conparable to the restaurant Qpen Tabl e Network
22 sal es.
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Then going fromtravel we also take a
| ook at tourismfor kind of the simlar reasons
for these travelers that are potentially buying
charter boats, doing recreational angling, noving
around to our different areas.

Hot el occupancy hit a | ow of 22 percent
in April, which is probably unprecedented. And
then it recovered throughout the sumer nonths,
kind of has flattened out. And as of the l[ast week
of August, August 29th, | just updated the
nunbers, it is at 48.2 percent, so a little bit
off fromthe previous week that we have on the
graph here. That's a 27.7 percent reduction
conpared to the conparable week in 20109.

Shifting gears fromtourism we kind of
| ook at other parts of the econony that are al so
| nportant for us, which includes consuner
confi dence and unenpl oynent. Unenpl oynent's been
a big headline item Unenploynent clains averaged
1.7 mllion prior to March. The nunber of people
recei vi ng unenpl oynent peaked at 24.9 mllion as

of May 9th, and clains have decreased down to 13.3
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mllion as of August 22nd. So that's the | atest
information | have at ny di sposal on unenpl oynent
cl ai ns.

Sonme of the clains nunbers are getting a
little conplicated because sone people's ability
to claimhave expired, so there's sone caveats
associ ated with that nunber as can be expected
with such dramatic changes in the econony.

Junping to the unenpl oynent rate over
time, there were sone records in March and April.
April had the highest rate of unenploynent since
1948 at 10.3 percent, or 14.7 percent, 10.3
percent is how nuch it changed from March to
April .

Thankfully, it has decreased fromt hat
14.7 percent figure. As of August we're at 8.4
percent. And it was a pretty substanti al
| nprovenent in unenploynent fromJuly to August
Wi th a decrease of 1.8 percent.

And then | bring in the concept of
consuner confidence. And often consuner

confidence is tied to folks' feeling of wellbeing
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and often relates to their consuner purchase
decisions. And it also inpacts business planning,
how | i kel y busi nesses are going to invest capital
into their operation. Two big indicators there
are the Consunmer Confidence Index. It was down
from118.8 in March to 86.9 in April, which was
the lowest level in nearly six years, and has
since recovered to 84.2. These are just index
nunbers, they're kind of hard to pin down.

The Consuner Confidence Survey really
reflects prevailing business conditions and |ikely
devel opnents for the nonths ahead. It details
consuner attitudes, and buying intentions with
kind of a date avail able by region and by
denogr aphi c.

The University of M chigan Consuner
Sentinent Index is a little different, but tracks
simlar itenms. It's down from 101 in February to
a lowof 71.8 in April, and has since recovered to
74.1 percent in August. Not a huge recovery in
that particular netric.

And that index is based on a five
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guestion survey about current famly financi al
conditions, the famly's outlook for the future,
busi ness conditions, and the tim ng of buying of
maj or household itens. So that kind of wal ks us
t hrough enpl oynent and consuner confi dence.

Now we' || get into kind of the
substance, the neat of the substance in terns of
Atlantic HV5. So our primary indicator is based
on our eDeal er data system and SAFI S data systens
for bluefin tuna. These are dealer reports on
deal er purchases fromvessels. So as we can see
here, the blue bars indicate 2019 | andi ngs and
total ex-vessel value. And the green bars are the
2020 conparabl e nunbers for each nonth. R ght
next to each of them | put a percent change from
the previous year so we can kind of wal k through.

January we had an excellent nonth, we
wer e percent ahead of 2019 revenues for vessels.

February it was al so a strong nonth,

Wi th positive percent increase. March it kind of
sl owed down dramatically, it was only a plus 7

percent, but then the econony started shifting.
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In April the inpacts were substantial though,
there was a 56 percent decrease in ex-vessel
value. And as you can see, that green bar is very
smal | conpared to our typical revenues in the
fishery. My was al so down 36 percent versus the
prior year, but it was up substantially from
April .

In June, the recovery did not really

kick in for our vessels, really kind of a

testanment to the flexibility of the fleet. 1t was
only down 12 percent versus the prior year. 1In
July it was up substantially, but still off from

you know, kind of really given 2019 revenues for
fishery in the prior year.

So kind of with that in mnd I kind of
broke it out by species here to see if there are
any real big trends. And there's lots of nunbers.
Sone of you mght be interested in the details.
"Il just kind of pull in sonme nunbers that really
m ght pop out at you.

In June and July we saw a big increase

I n al bacor e. Kind of the word is that there's
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been sone new mar ket devel opnents in al bacore.
The | andings were really small in 2019 so |
woul dn't really nmake nuch of this trend. It's not
really a trend, this is an anomaly. Landings for
yel l owfi n have been bouncing around a bit, there's
really no trend; you know, it was a big
| mprovenent in June but July it was off, kind of
al nost neutral neasure.

Swordfish is off for a huge gain in
July, but there's lots of caveats to that one.
Real |y swordfish had a terrible July of 2019 so
that's kind of really bunping that year over year
change, probably woul d have been better to | ook at
a nulti-year baseline instead of a one-year
baseline. W also did hear though that there are
sonme anecdotes of increased demand for swordfish
which is comng fromthe northeast by consuners.
And sone reports froma few dealers that there's
been a decrease in inports that have been com ng
in for swordfish.

So | think this is new, |I didn't cover

pricing in the spring neeting. But | think we got
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sone questions and sone thoughts about it. Here
bluefin tuna, this is the light blue line is 2019,
hopefully not too hard to see, but | didn't want
it to be too promnent either. The bright red
line is 2020, which is the line we want to focus
on. And the nunbers that have been put on these
| ines are the 2020 average dressed wei ght
ex-vessel prices associated wth bluefin tuna. As
you can see, for the nost part prices have been a
bit down from 2019 but did recover in July, pretty
much a conparable pricing, about 4.80 per pound.
Getting into bigeye, bigeye has really
been consi stent throughout 2020. It's very
conparable to the 2019 pricing at 5.68 a pound as
of July.
Yel lowfin tuna is a bit different story
and m ght be associated with what |'ve been
seei ng, sone of the bouncing around of total
| andi ngs by revenue. |It's been consistently | ower
priced than the 2019 line. You can see that bl ue
line, it's consistently above the red Iine. And

it did kind of catch up a little bit in July, but
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there's still quite a gap in the two years in
average ex-vessel price for yellowfin tuna.

Swordfish is a bit interesting story,
and m ght be sonething worth |ooking at a little
bit nore carefully. Really the pricing was very
conparabl e in January and February, and even into
March. April though we saw a bit of an increase
I n swordfish prices above 2019. And that increase
continued into May, even a |larger gap, and has
consistently stayed above 2019 prices through July
where it's at a reasonable, you know, 4.86 a
pound. Not ideal but it's still a pretty decent
price.

And then | threw in one of our nore
popul ar shark species, the average ex-vessel price
per pound for neat of blacktip shark. And here
the story, as you can see, is 2019/2020 prices
were very conparable to each other through March,
alittle bit lower this year. But then after
March and April, prices started to clinb and it
has now consistently been or kind of substantially

above 2019 prices as of July at $1.39 a pound.
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At this point | kind of covered pricing
and revenue. | just wanted to cone kind of to
what | consider the high frequency indicator for
HVE activity, which is our VM5 information, which
gives us a very near real-tinme update on what's
going on out in the water. These nunbers are for
all Atlantic HMS vessels equipped with VM5, in
this particular slide. VMS is required by vessels
equi pped with pelagic |ongline on board. Bottom
| ongli ne vessels fishing off of South Carolina and
North Carolina and Virginia, fromJanuary through
July. G llnet vessels issued a directed shark
permt in near kind of the Southeast U S
noni toring area from Decenber through March.

This particular indicator on this chart
I s the nunber of pre-landing reports, which it
tell us that a trip has occurred. And it Kkind of
says the start of the HM5 trip and the buyers that
provide the total nunber for each nonth of trips
that departed. The blue bar is 2019 again, and
the green bar is 2020. Trips were a bit off

already in February, down 25 percent. | think it
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was sonmewhat weather related. WMarch was
conparable, which to ne says it was kind of
recovering given that |ike March so nmany issues
were occurring by the end of March. April we see
that real economc dramatic inpact of a 54 percent
reduction in nunber of HVS trips that occurred.

But amazingly, by May the fl eet bounced
back. There's only really al nost conparable to
2020, mnus 1 percent. June was also right on par
with 2019. July there was a 13 percent
| nprovenent in the nunber of trips taken. And in
August was al so very conparable. And sonme of this
has to do with what we're hearing on the water
fromour previous surveys, that nore trips are
occurring although some of themare shorter and,
you know, with a bit less activity. W'IIl kind of
junp into that in the next slide.

This is specific to the pelagic |ongline
fleet. There we also collect VM5 records on each
set deployed. And that really, we can use that as
an indi cator and neasure of effort for the fleet,

hi gh frequency effort.
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As we can see in this graph, February
was on par with 2019. March there was a 20
percent increase and that was, you know, we get a
qui ck indicator on that, you know, change in
econony from pelagic longline fleet effort changes
that VMS pi cks up.

One thing | wanted to note while we here
at March, is that we did do the survey, a rapid
survey of the fleet. And when we did that survey
in March, fishernen toll us about April fishing
pl ans. And what we've heard fromthe fishernen
was 32 percent planned to fish in April, 30
percent did not plan to fish in April, and 38
percent were kind of undeci ded, dependi ng on
mar keting conditions.

We can see here that really that 63
percent reduction really ties in with the
fishernmen's expectations that they told us at the
end of March about what was going to happen in
April. So it really kind of, you know, validated
that survey, that rapid survey analysis that was

we provided at the May 18th neeti ng.
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By May there was still a substanti al
decrease in effort, a 33 percent reduction in
effort. June, you know, just like the trips,
there was a slight boost in effort in June. And
July was just off by 5 percent. And August we
wll see a 7 percent decline, a little bit off
fromthe prior year.

And, you know, that kind of takes us
through really our comercial fishing fleets
activity. At this point | just want to take a
little breath, introduce Aiff Hutt, and I et him
di scuss the for-hire fleet and recreational
activity.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah. Bennett here, |'m
just going to junp in and rem nd folks that we'll
take questions and comments after the full
presentation. And, CGeorge, |'d |like to give you a
heads up that you' re about 20 m nutes in, which
means about 10 minutes left, if that works.

MR. HUTT: Yeah. M portion is briefer
t han George's.

MR BROOKS: Ckay.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 126

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

MR. HUTT. So as you renenber back in
May we did a prelimnary assessnent of the actua
report on the for-hire sector in the Southeast
that would be active, the area where active
fishing was really going on at that tine in Apri
and May. So we were really focusing on North
Carolina and Texas. And of the 400 captains we
spoke to, 100 percent of them were reporting
booki ngs being inpacted starting in md to late
March, and 97 percent of themreported trip
cancel | ations extending to May and June.

Sonet hi ng we now have prelimnary update
data available from MRI P for March through June as
well as prelimnary June effort data fromthe OPS.
The docksi de surveys for MR P, the APIS survey,
they actually point over areas of survey which
coll ect catch data, unfortunately were largely
di sconti nued by nost states due to the pandem c.
Throughout all of April and nost of May, and in
many states into June. Fortunately, the dockside
sanpling for the LPS which start in June, was not

af fected and was able to conti nue.
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George, next slide. Here we have MR P
estimates of charter efforts, conparing 2019 and
2020 estimates for the northeast and sout heast for
the March and April wave on the left side of the
graph, and the May and June wave on the right
side. You can see very minimal for-hire effort in
t he northeast anyways in March and April, and what
little there was |largely w ped out. At the sane
time in the southeast we started having a bit of
for-hire effort in March and it really picks up in
April. W saw an 81 percent reduction overall
over those two nonths in for-hire effort in the
sout heast.

But we started to see evidence of a
strong rebound in May and June in MRIP. For that
tinme period the northeast only saw a 30 percent
reduction and the southeast only saw 10 percent
reduction. And given the way a lot of the timng
of a lot of state reopenings were schedul ed tines
when it was happeni ng, nost of them kind of
starting to happen before Menorial Day weekend.

We could start npst of the reduction in effort was
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probably actual seen in My, while June was seeing
a good rebound. Next slide, George.

Here we have charter vessel effort by
state for the LPS in the nonth of June. And
overall the LPS actually saw a 44 percent increase
in for-hire efforts in the nonth of June. And |
rem nd you, the LPS starts data collection in the
nont h of June, so we don't have LPS data from
previous to that.

The anmount of the bounce varied from
state to state. And a couple of states, |ike New
Jersey and Virginia, we saw a decrease in for-hire
effort, particularly in Southern New Jersey where
it was probably cut in half. But in Maryland and
Del awar e, which are kind of conmbined in the LPS,
we saw over 120 percent increase in for-hire
charter effort in the nonth of June. There was a
very good fight, we understand, for yellowfin tuna
and bi geye tuna and kind of the school blue in
different areas. And so there was a big increase
t here.

We al so saw roughly a 60 percent
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1 I ncrease in for- hire effort in Massachusetts and
2 New Yor K. Next sli de.
3 Now turning to private fishing effort.

4 Looking at the MRIP nunbers. Here it is very

5 i nteresting, somewhat different than what we saw

6 for for-hire. W see for the northeast, both in

7 March, April, My, and June, the overall

8 decreases, 36 percent decrease in March and April,
9 20 percent decrease in May and June. And fromthe
10 sout heast, for both of those waves they actually
11 saw a slight bunp in fishing effort.

12 Getting outdoors and fishing is one of
13 t hose activities that, you know, it's one of the
14 few things you can kind of do safely during the

15 pandem c, and it seens |like there's been a | ot of
16 as well evidence and we're starting to see

17 evi dence of the data that a | ot of people were

18 kind of turning to these activities for their own
19 private, you know, with their own private boats as
20 an alternative of sonething to do. And so we've
21 seen increases in output here.

22 And | imagine if we broke this down by
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state it mght vary quite a bit, depending on the
restrictions in the individual states, the |evel
of those restrictions. But unlike the for-hire
sector in the southeast we actually saw an

i ncrease in effort. Next side, George.

W saw a simlar pattern in the LPS for
the nonth of June. W saw a 100 percent increase
in private boat fishing efforts in the State of
New Yor k. About 46 percent increase in
Massachusetts, 19 percent increase in Maryland and
Del aware. But, you know, New Jersey, it was kind
of a push, the effort |evel stayed fairly stable
conpared to the previous year, and Virginia we saw
a 40 percent decline whereas the governnent put a
bit nore stringent limtations on access. But
overall there was |ike roughly a 40 percent
| ncr ease.

And on our last slide here we have HVS
tournanent inpacts. Al HMS tournanents are
required to register at |east 30 days in advance
of their event, although sonme of themw |l do it

nont hs in advance. W had ei ght tournanents
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actually report to us that they were cancelling
their events due to the pandem c and five others
reporting that they were postponing until later in
the year. But beyond that, we also kind of | ooked
at a conparison of how many tournanents were
regi stered each nonth in 2019 conpared to 2020, to
| ook for potential inpacts here.

Generally there aren't a whole | ot of
tournanents in winter. D d see slight increases
I n nunber of tournanments in February and March
that were registered. In April we started to see
aclinb. W only saw a 33 percent decrease in the
nunmber of tournanents registered, although we
suspect sonme of those registered tournanments in
April and May have cancelled and not told us that
t hey had done so. However generally there aren't
many there. | had already subtracted out the
tournanents that did informus they had cancel | ed.
From May we saw a 30 percent decline. Again,
there may have been additional ones cancelled and
just didn't informus.

Where we really started to see a big
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1 reduction was in June where we saw a 44 percent

2 reduction in registered tournanents, which started
3 to rebound in July and August where we saw 24

4 percent, and then August of 6 percent increase.

5 We do know that several of the nmjor tournanments

6 t hat happen in August and Septenber, starting wth

7 white marlin open and the md-Atlantic did go on

8 and were quite successful.

9 And that kind of brings us to the end of
10 our presentation. Provided a fewlinks here to

11 resources for fol ks, that were provided back in

12 the May presentation, but we still provide them
13 again here as information has been updated on the
14 site since then.

15 MR. BROOKS: G eat, thank you to both.
16 Again, really interesting to see all that

17 i nformation. W' ve got about 10 or 15 m nutes for
18 guestions or coments. So |'ve got a couple folks
19 i n the queue already. And again, | want nost of
20 you to share, you know, with a question or a

21 coment, you know, or if you just want to throw
22 sonething in the Chat, that works. And obviously
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in addition to all the COVID inpacts. You know,
we' re already had, you know, sone inpact, so
certain feel free to fold that in or ask questions
there. Gegg H nks, over to you. And then to
Marty Scanl on.

MR. HINKS: Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yep, perfectly.

MR HINKS: Al right. | was just
curious, | assune the nmain driving factor between
the decrease of value fromthe HVS | ocal | andi ngs
in March was probably due to closure of
restaurants, but are there any other driving
factors that you can cite us that cause that
decrease in val ue?

MR, SILVA: Sure, I'll turn in here.

W' ve heard anecdotally, but | don't have the
data, | think it just canme out and | haven't got
ny hands on it yet. But there is sone decrease in
| nports, sone cheaper products. Food costs have
al so gone up and so that when general food
products, when costs goes up, it also increases

seafood pricing and also the revenue. And there's
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1 been a strong demand for grilling, so hone

2 grilling or honme cooking, so there m ght be sone

3 benefit.

4 MR. BROOKS: Hang on. Hang on one

5 second. W're getting a bunch of background

6 noise. So if you' re not CGeorge could you just

7 mute? Thanks. And then we can get G eg and we

8 get back on ice fromthere. Go ahead.

9 MR SILVA: | think that was pretty nuch
10 the conclusion. | nmean it's still kind of

11 anecdotal. [|'msure sone of our dealers, AP

12 menbers that deal with seafood probably el aborate
13 on sone of those nunbers. But also sone

14 fi shernmen, you know, they'd really rather not be
15 on shore too nuch and have, you know, pursued, you
16 know, a little bit nore tine at sea.

17 But there's been a I ot of innovation in
18 the market as well. W have quicker trips, sone
19 docksi de sal es, sone people are pursuing direct to
20 consuner by obtaining dealer |icenses in sone

21 | ocalities for sone of the products. So those are
22 all contributing factors, but it's hard to pin it
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down on one thing right now

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, George. Geg, did
you have anot her question regarding this?

MR HINKS: No, I'mall done, thank you.

MR. BROOKS: (kay, great. Marty
Scanl on, over to you.

MR. SCANLON: Can you hear ne okay?

MR, BROOKS: Yep. Thanks.

MR. SCANLON:  Yeah. | just want to
touch on a few of these things, and I can probably
answer sone of those questions for you, and
probably sone ideas of how we can el aborate on
sone of the other topics.

One thing about tourismthat can
m sl eading. Nunber one is that |ike in New York,
| mean 90 to 95 percent of the occupancies in the
Cty of New York during the early stages of the
pandem ¢ went to the honel ess people. So, you
know, how many actual people were tourists that,
you know, it wasn't very many people in the Cty.
The Gty | ooked |ike a ghost town. So those

nunbers definitely could be very m sl eading there.
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As far as swordfish goes, you know,
we' ve had a very good year on swordfish. [It's
been dealt a significantly better year on
swordfish up and down the bank here from Cape
Hatteras all the way to the Hague Line there. On
top of that, you know, we've been nore inclined to
target swordfish because of the closed restaurants
there in the high grade sushi market. You know,
we' ve al nost had to force ourselves to target
swordfish over these |ast several nonths here.

And that, you know, |eads us up into
bi geyes here. And as you nentioned about the
swordfish price, well wait until you see the
prices in August and Septenber when the Canadi ans
start to flood the market. You are going to see a
substantial drop in the revenues comng into these
vessels at this point because of that.

Bi geyes, |l ast year is kind of an unfair
year to even judge bi geyes because we had an
unprecedent ed year of bigeyes in the northeast
here. It was probably our best bigeye season in

history. Reports of bigeye, both sides of that
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mar i ne nonunent, unbelievable, fromall through
July and August. So that had a significant change
i n that.

Al so, you know, all three had depended
on the high grade sushi bigeye market pretty nuch
fromthis tinme now from Septenber, Cctober,
Novenber, it's been our prinmary source of revenue
and has bailed out nost of the fleet over the past
several years. W probably have caught | woul d
say 60 or 70 percent of our incone in those three
nonths alone. So with the restaurants renaining
cl osed and that high grade sushi nmarket being very
limted, that's going to be a major concern to the
fleet.

Yellowfins, well the yellowfin market
t hat began | ast year ends up in the northeast here
I sn'"t produci ng bigeye here, it's producing snall
yellowfins. That, to go along with the
recreational sector being able to catch as many
yellowfins as they want right up to into 20
pounders. | nean they're just flooding the

market, in the backdoor market, you know, they're
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comng in there and they just flood the market by
bringing themin the back door so, you know,
they're not even being counted on.

So as far as HMS activity, you know,
during the pandemc, |like you say, we were forced
to change our fishing habits. You know, we were
forced to devel op new markets. And the inports
wer e bei ng shut down because of |limted flights,
so that was a benefit. But we still had to find
enough product that we still needed to pair the
product we have with our swordfish in our donestic
mar ket those tinmes of year, you know, February,
March, and April, just because of the primary
cl osure. Those are our primry areas where we
caught swordfish, historically. And we've been
deni ed since they closed that, | believe in 2000.
So we were very limted on how many swordfish we
could catch. | know nyself, ny fishing activity,
| had to be in on a Wednesday to catch what ever
truck was going out. There was one truck each
week that was going to market ny fish and bring

them So we had to stay on a very strict
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schedule. And that's another reason for this trip
bei ng, you know, extrenely short. Plus on top of
that --

MR. BROOKS: Marty, just quick, if you
could wap it up, just have several people who
want to junp in here.

MR. SCANLON. Ckay. You know, the
shorter trip, yeah, I'll just wap this up. The
shorter trips here increases our high end product
on all fish. So that also helps us with the
overall market, you know. So all of that has had
a factor in why those nunbers are where you're
| ooki ng at.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Marty, very mnuch.
Let nme get in a couple folks we haven't heard from
yet today. So we'll go to Scott Taylor and then
M ke Pi erdi nock, and then back to you Ri ck Wber.
So, Scott, you go it.

MR. TAYLOR So | made it through the
entire norning wthout you guys having to hear
fromnme. That was pretty anmazi ng.

|"ve got a simlar but little bit nore
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perspective on the data, sone things that from
bei ng down here in South Florida | think may offer
alittle better explanation as to where sone of
the pricing has been and where sone of the

probl ens have been.

Traditionally in the winter nonths when
the northeast fleet is not fishing for swordfish
and the areas are closed in the way that Marty has
| ai d out, because we're unable to fish with the
maj or driving force wwth the swordfish market, our
i nports that are comng in, primarily into the
Mam corridor. That pretty nuch constitutes the
driving force in that market, the Brazilian fish,
fish comng out of Panama, Costa Rica, make up the
lion's share of that. And the fish just were not
there this winter. Not because they couldn't be
caught, because there was no airline cargo
availability.

The flights dropped off absolutely
dramatically and they were not able to nove the
freight, and it still is a problemall the way as

of today. But conversely, what drives the
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yell owfin market through the Mam nmarket has
al ways been the Venezuel an boats, and | put that
I n parenthesis, that are noving their product
t hrough the Trinidad market. Now the plane
situation out of Trinidad into Mam was sonewhat
different. There was a couple of carriers,
Aneri Jet and Caribbean Air in particular, that are
primary carriers into that market. They're
strictly freight, and they actually ranped up and
so there was a trenendous anount of yellowfins
during those nonths that nmade it in, and that
supply has continued to increase. It's one of the
ot her reasons why we see the higher quality
yellowfins price being depressed that's there.
Marty al so pointed out a pretty valid
point. You take a |ook at these nunbers in the
next couple of nonths, the Ex-vessel price in
Boston today on swordfish is $3.50. Fromall the
Canadi an fish pouring across the border it just
absolutely is unbelievable to ne that all the
effort, the sacrifice that we've nmade as a fleet,

essentially goes to the benefit of this Canadi an
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fishery at the expense of us. | know we coul dn't
fish at those nunbers, and that ny understandi ng
Is that there's a lot nore behind this that's
goi ng to cone.

The market is not supporting this vol une
of product comng in to start with, and so,

George, it's great to see this market kind of
stabilizing. But it's stabilized at unsustai nabl e
| evel s.  You know, we flat out can't survive with
where we are. | nean the prices are depressed,
and with the interest being to see what that trend
has | ooked |i ke over the last five years from
ex-vessel price and effort and all the other

t hi ngs.

And the last comment that | wanted to
make was that | found it interesting and sonething
that | know that Marty and Blue Water and all of
us have kind of advocated for is that | saw, you
know, that there was a nention in your slides
there to actual set effort. What a novel idea of
being able to use that as a netric, because that's

really the nore telling issue is that effort by
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set by particular boat. And | think that that's
an inportant factor as we | ook to regul ate sone
t hi ngs, you know, noving forward.

So, you know, in general, and I'll wap
it up, | want to give sonebody el se a chance. You
know, in general it's a dam |ousy situation that,
you know, we're seeing overall depressed pricing.
It's going to get worse again through the sumrer.
A lot of the restaurants and dealers that we do
busi ness with, the sort of system c problens for
restaurants operating at even 25 or 30 percent off
of their normal volunme, have not even begun to
show t hensel ves yet. That we have seen half a
dozen failures here in the last 30 days. A lot of
peopl e were propped up through the gover nnment
t hrough, you know, the Payroll Protection Program
and sonme other things that kind of kept them
econom cally, you know, alive. I|'mafraid that we
haven't conpletely seen, you know, the fallout on
t hat .

And ny final point is that now we're

beginning to see a resunption of the inports
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fl owi ng back into the country. And the first
thing that these restaurants are going to want to
do is to cut food costs. If their volunme is down,
they want to get their food cost down to a nore
manageabl e |l evel. And they either do that by
forcing, you know, the market price down and what
they're wlling to pay for the product, and the
nature and the mx of the product that we're
selling, or in augnenting that obviously with the
cheaper inports that are comng in.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Scott. Thanks,
Scott. And let nme remnd fol ks, after you talk,
| ower your hands. Let's go to M ke Pierdinock
first, and then we'll go to Rick Weber and then to
Marcos. And I'mgoing to try to push us, |I'm
giving you no nore than five mnutes or nore, |I'm
going to steal sone tine fromour break, but we'l]l
go to | aw enforcenent update around 10 of.

MR. PI ERDI NOCK: Thank you, Bennett.
Can you hear ne?

MR. BROOKS: Yes, we can.

MR. Pl ERDI NOCK: CGkay. Thank you.
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Great presentation George and diff, thank you for
the details.

| mean here in Massachusetts we continue
to, we all, and this is all sectors in the public
and the busi nesses continue to suffer fromthe
restricted COVID neasures. You know, let's
specifically look at the commercial fleet with
bluefin tuna. There's a lack of an international
mar ket, |lack of a |ocal market, |ack of a national
mar ket. And one thing that the seafood deal ers
have done up here is they're self-regul ating and
they're limting days in which they will purchase
fish or accept fish, and that appears to have
hel ped stabilize things, which there's been a
credible job at that end.

But still, as you can see, the | andi ngs
are way down for various reasons. But there's no
| ack of fish. God help us, there's no | ack of
fish. Fromgiants to all the way down to
schoolies and recreational |less than 73 inches.
And for us for the for-hire fleet, we roughly have

a reduction of 50 percent of our bookings, and a
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1 | ot of that has to do with the timng of when the
2 measures were inplenmented in March and when they

3 were liberalized with opening of hotels in Muy.

4 And with us we still have a 14-day quarantine

5 period so that has significantly inpacted us, that
6 anybody fromthe northeast is not subject to that,
7 and we've | ost a considerabl e anmount of tourists

8 that would cone and fish and cone to the state as
9 a result of those quarantine neasures.

10 One thing | think is credible, it's been
11 done here in Massachusetts and is the key, is that
12 the State of Massachusetts has nade it a point to
13 not deny the public or soneone recreationally,

14 whet her they're going after oysters or |obsters or
15 striped bass or haddock, all the way up to bluefin
16 tuna or pelagics, that they did not want to deny
17 themthe ability if they safely went out there to
18 catch those fish, that resource, and put food in
19 the plate. There's nmany people here that are

20 suffering, they need the ability to do such, and
21 it's credible, and |I'm happy to see, that that has
22 continued to make sure that occurs.
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Now when you | ook at the data it shows
upticks in recreational effort or |andings or so
on in New York and Massachusetts. | attribute
that to COVID to sone extent because your typica
weekend angler during the COVID restrictions woul d
just be here on the weekend. But they were hone,
and a lot of themwere fishing every day, so there
was an i ncrease.

But | think another point here is that
the fish, and I'll make it specifically bluefin,
this year has been a trenendous year for schoolies
and recreational size less than 73 inches. And no
doubt there's plenty of comercial fish around.

But catching themoff the beach, catching thema
mle off the beach, catching them near shore
where, as you know, bluefin, where they go is
based on tenperature, forage fish and so on, and
they cycle through the years of where they go, but
this seens to be they're back, and they're back
here in trenmendous nunbers. And | think as a
result of that, that's also indicative of the

| ncrease recreationally of such.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 148

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

And | think ultimately what it shows, if
you look at it further, I'Il finish up here, is
that we have cycles of why we will all of a sudden
seen schoolies or recreational size fish, they
cycle, maybe we see themevery 10 years, 20 years,
So on up there which is subject to a bunch of
variables. But if you ook at climatic shift and
t he continual novenent of our stocks, whether it's
| obster now in the Western Gul f of Maine, whether
it's black sea bass as it noved into Massachusetts
State Waters, as well as other species, | think
that we've seen the sanme with bluefin tuna where
we used to see it maybe every 10, 20 years, for
exanpl e, but now we're seeing it year after year.
And now we're on year three. And when you see
Mahi and white marlin and bonito and Jeffreys and
chillis, where I'd be excited when | saw it south
of Nomans with increased tenperatures, it's
i ndi cative of that shift.

So that about suns it up. Thank you for
your tinme, appreciate it.

MR, BROOKS: kay. Thanks. |'m not
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going to be able to push this conversation nuch
past five of because we need to get to | aw
enforcenent, and everyone should plan on no nore
than a five mnute afternoon break. Rick, | ask
you to junp in here and brief the conference as
you m ght.

MR WEBER: |'Il be as brief as | can.
But | consider this report one of the nore
i nportant ones, and | didn't think that until the
end. But the nore I'mlooking at it, the nore I'm
liking it. | eventually think I want to go back
and say to Randy that as you're nmaking up your new
branches, perhaps econom cs should be a fourth or
you should figure out very clearly since we are
t he Departnent of Commerce, very clearly where
this data should |ive anpbngst your branches
because it is that inportant to all of us.

Three quick points. | want to foll ow up
on what Scott is saying with a personal anecdote.
There were a bunch of us restaurants who survived
the summer just fine because we were allowed full

capacity while we were outside and are not going
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to go into the fall and close Labor Day, right
after. And | would look for the closure of a
bunch of restaurants that survived all through the
summer seemngly just fine, but cannot go to | ower
capacity, and those of us in the northeast cannot
continue in the weather that we know is com ng.

George, | have two specific notes on
slides. Angel Wlley, I'mthrowing this to you at
the very end, fair warning, Angel.

On Page 9, Ceorge, | really like this
slide. | find that it leaves us with just a
little question though of when you only | ook at
percentage up and percentage down, it doesn't
summarize, | wsh there was one nore row at the
bottomthat would tell us where we were in total.
Because being well off in April may be offset or
nore than offset with the up in July, and it's
difficult to judge when you're only | ooking at
nont h over nonth how that all cones together.

Al ong those lines, to the extent that
we're all advisors within the Departnent of

Commerce, |1'd love to see count this year, you
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know. We are not the recs, the academ cs and the
environnentals are not as in touch as everyone
else. And so | think this chart is a really good
start to summarize where the market is so we can
gi ve our best advice. But those two refinenents
woul d help a | ot.

And finally, on Page 19 the big fight in
Maryl and/ Del aware charters. | only know this
anecdotal, Angel may be able to clarify. | think
there was sone rule that passed in Maryl and that
prohi bited recreational but permtted charter.

And so you would actually see a COVID spike in
charter fishing because you weren't allowed to go
out if you weren't fishing except on a charter
boat. And with that I'mout. And maybe you fol ks
can tell nme whether | just |ied.

MR. BROOKS: Go ahead.

MR HUTT: | nean if Angel wants to junp
in that's okay. | was going to say he's not
wrong, there was a tine period where going out in
private boats was not allowed. You were only

allowed to go fishing if you were fishing for
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food. But the charter industry was allowed to
remain open as original, ruled to be a part of the
food supply industry. And Angel m ght have nore
specifics she can clarify on that. But that did
happen. |'mnot sure of the timng when that
changed though, it may have been before June.

MR. BROOKS: And, Angel, if you want to
junp in briefly wwth an answer, feel free. And
then 1"'mgoing to hand it off to our |aw
enf or cenent base/

M5. WLLEY: diff was right, but I
woul d have to check on the timng of that, of when
t hat change happened.

MR. BROOKS: kay. Maybe Angel can
maybe find that out by tonorrow, you could throw
in the Chat? |If that's possible. Al right. And
"Il note that, Wally Jenkins note if that's true,
charter versus boating restrictions.

Mar cos, thank you very clear to throw
his comments in the Chat. | will take himup on
that so we can push to the next topic. Thank you

all for the comments on this but obviously this is
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a very inportant topic which | tend to give it
nore tine. And if we wind up being short on
public comment again we can certainly conme back
and have nore conversation here.

Wth that | want to hand it off to the
| aw enforcenent folks. And we're going to hear
fromKatie More with the U S. Coast Guard, and
then Kevin Swi echowicz with Ofice of Law
Enforcenent. So, if we can hand it over to Katie
who is ready to start. Katie, the floor is yours.
You are on nute, Katie. Katie, you're on nute.
Go ahead. Yep, you're good.

M5. MOORE: Thank you. Katie Mbore,

U S Coast Guard. 1'll be giving ny enforcenent
report, what we're seeing at sea and what we're
working on in the policy front and to help with

| npl enent ati on.

So this is what | tend to flow with,
tell you what we're doing to effect donestic
regul ations. Anything received fromforeign
fishing vessels operating in our waters or on the

hi gh seas, potentially doing sonething illegal.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 154

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

And then also what we're working on in the policy
front.

So in conparison to this tinme |ast year,
we're operating at about 12 percent |ess of our
resource hours to donmestic fisheries. And this
was an increase in air hours. Fewer nunbers of
smal | boats as well as fewer nunbers of
conpetitors. | don't think you would be
surprised, you know, COVID- affected people in
m ssion priorities, but I wanted to |let you know,
conpared to | ast year we're already 100 HVS
boar di ngs nore than we conpl eted for the whole
fiscal year of last year and we still have one
nonth to go when | pulled this data.

So in breaki ng down our boarding
activities I'd like to |l et you know where they are
acconplished. So District 1 is essentially New
York through Maine, District 5is the md-

Atl antic and New Jersey through North Carolina.
District 7 is South Carolina, the Caribbean, and
nost of Florida, including Mexico, and then

District 8 which is the Gulf of Mexico, excluding
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Fl ori da.

So we do have boarding goals that are by
aspects of the fishery, that being comercial,
passenger, as well as recreational pleasure. And
you can see here that the highest nunber of
boardi ngs were in the northeast. W also had done
a |l arge nunber of recreational fishing vessel
boardi ngs. That was based on the fact that we
deened this a priority. W heard your concerns of
past, and we have taken that under advi senent.

So what we're seeing out there is actual
a | arge nunber of suspected violations. So |I'm
going to break these out chronologically. The
first two that we saw in May were out of our
southeast. The majority of these violations tend
to be HVS permts, |acking those. Also not
retaining the fish in the appropriate form well
let's see. So | have desi gnated whet her or not
this was recreational or coomercial, if it had
been passenger | would have done so as well. But
these were just recs and commerci al s.

So there was the possession of
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under si gned sailfish, not in whole form W had
an i ssue regardi ng concerns about fishing in
Baham an waters and then returning to the U. S,
This was information | believe we received from
HVE AP on the | ast webinar, but wanted to |let you
know we did conduct a post operation, we did see
ot her violations of non-HMS species, which I'm not
reporting because |'mjust telling you about the
HVS speci es here.

W wanted to | et you know we appreci at ed
that information, we do take it under account, and
this was an operation that we also did with
partners, so it wasn't just Coast Cuard.

Down in the Gulf of Mexico, D strict 8,
we had issues with lack of permt, filleting at
sea and then there was also an issue with
retention of shark fins.

In the northeast we actually had a | ot
of activity starting in June. |t was possession
of bluefin tuna without permt. W also had
mul tiple cases of possession wthout permts.

There was one issue of filleting at sea that was
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done by a commercial. And to date the rest of
them were overages as well as fileting.

Very active at station Shinnecock in
June. And we had an issue with filleting at sea,
yellowfin tuna, still in the northeast. Again
filleting without, fileting at sea, and | ack of
permts.

So we do have in the Gulf of Mexico,
staging 10 cane across, actually it wasn't an HVS
vessel, but they had shark fins on board, they
t hought they were blacktips. W weren't positive
about it. W also had a case from Stati on New
London where there was filet at sea. It was hard
to detect what tuna species it was. W thought it
m ght be bigeye but we weren't positive about
that. So a lot of activity in a three-nonth
peri od.

So folks there is action on the water,
our eyes are open, and as you can see here, there
Is value in us retaining ability to board, even
duri ng COVID.

So | wanted to let you know about the
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| aunch situation. Al ong our southwest border we
have directly had hi gh nunbers of Mexicans com ng
across usually into U S. Witers to fish. W
capture this by detections as to whether or not
Coast CGuard sees it or one of our state or federal
partners.

I nterceptions neans it's a Coast Cuard
asset on the scene with a fishing vessel so that
we can have the end gane, which is an
interdiction. So the goal in interdictionis to
seize the catch, seize the gear, dispose of the
gear, and repatriate the nationals back to Mexico.
That is done through Custons and Border Patrol.

We al so devel op a key package that goes to the
Mexi can governnment so Mexico is aware of it, that
there were the center of this interaction and may
face enforcenent and prosecution as a priority on
their side of the water because as you can see
here, we're very active on the water and incidents
keep happeni ng.

So conpared to prior years, you can see

that we're about double. It was our highest year
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on record in terns of detections. This was the

hi ghest year on record for the actual

interdiction. So the nunber of Mexicans that we
did neet personally, we took their catch and their
gear. | would say COVID did have to abbreviate
sone of our posture for it, but this was about
doubl e the normal interdiction rate that we have.
So we are active on the water, as a threat it
cont i nues.

We did have one incident where one of
the Mexican operators failed to heave to at our
direction, and that has been | ess frequent |ately,
but in cases |like that we can take them should we
choose to, and prosecute themin U S. courts. And
that's for failing to heave to, it's not for the
fishery issue. So the Mexican |aunch threat is
very active.

And what we detected in those cases were
| ongl i nes and sharks. But because we are no
| onger taking the catch back shore side to further
docunent, we are disposing at sea. And because of

COVI D, sonme our day work especially as to sharks,
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did not fit into the species level. And these are
cases only where an HMS species was docunented in
that catch. But as you can see here, we were
getting nultiple incidents, sonetines we would see
seven different vessels at the sane tine. And
when t hat happens hope says you're going to get
all seven. So it is still a very active threat.
Now on the high seas it is a departure
fromthe @ulf of Mexico issue. W've had
I ncidents of three vessels that were |located in
the Atlantic, to which we saw and t hought they
m ght be potential 1UU fishing, which could
i nvol ve HMS species. So the first one was Ccean
Star No. 2. W saw that off of the md-Atlantic.
And this was a sighting, these were not boardings.
Whenever you have a boardi ng you have to have
certain jurisdictions authority, flag state
approval in certain circunstances to get on board.
So the first one, Qcean Star NO 2. W
saw it off the md-Atlantic. W took pictures and
we thought that it was harvesting w thout

regi stration under | CCAT. And after doing
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research, the hull docunmentation did not match
with the nationality that it had indicated. So
what we did here is as part of the U S. Del egation
to | CCAT, working with NOAA, Departnent of State,
we requested that | CCAT add this particul ar
fishing vessel to the 1UU vessel Iist.

| wanted to Il et you know that there is a
| ot of coordination, a lot of steps to ensure that
t he photo docunentation is analyzed in a policy
decisions, it's made and coordi nated very fully so
that we are best using our resources to have the
nost effect on the vessel. This was not a Coast
GQuard i ndependent action. So thank you to all the
partners that were participating in this. And it
even went into Interpol and interagency work of
i nf or mati on.

The second line is the high seas off the
md- Atlantic, Maxinmus. | say this is ongoing.
We took a picture and there was indications that
it may be operating as a carrier vessel wthout
| CCAT aut horization. So transshipping w thout

bei ng regi stered appropriately under | CCAT. What
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we have been doing is been working with the fl ag
state to get additional information to see what
they are aware of as well as to see what action
they may be taking to further research this
vessel's activities.

So working with other countries takes a
bit, but we are also very m ndful with our own
partners of this potential illegal action. This
was a sighting, and we continue to work on it.

The third one was Mario 11. W cane
across it as Coast GQuard was responding to a
search and rescue case since it was off the
southeast. It had shark fins on board. Due to
different translation issues it was hard to tell
exactly what they were doing, but they said they
were fishing. So the action that we did was
working wwth the flag state. The flag state and
the U S. governnent, relayed information to | CCAT
to alert themas well as to alert potential port
and market states the potential for illegal
fishing by this vessel, and to work toward

potential ITUU Iisting.
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And so the TUU |isting process under
| CCAT can al so be respected by other RFM3s
i nternationally. Wen we | ook at one individual
we al so | ook at additional information, including
possi bl e connections to other fishing vessels
where illegal activity may be occurring. So
wanted to flag here that we are working very
proactively with this flag state, who has been
very cooperative,

But those were opportunity sightings
that we had which typically don't report each year
because we typically don't have that. And so |
think this shows to you the inportance of the
Coast CGuard case to not just |ooking at the
donestic fleet, but what is happening on the high
seas.

So we wll continue into fiscal year '21
to prioritize HVS species and boarding targets of
hi gh concern with you. W have several precedents
of fisheries in this one (inaudible). Sone other
things that you m ght hear about in the very near

future. This nonth there is going to be a rol
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out of the United States Coast Guard's Counter-1UU
Fishing Strategic Qutlook. So I nentioned in the
spring that TUU fishing is a higher priority than
it has been for the U S. Coast Guard. This
docunent articulates that concern in the vision
forward. This was supposed to cone out |ast nonth
but | hear it's supposed to cone out this nonth
NOW.

W are active in working with the
Maritime Securities and Fisheries Enforcenent Act,
so the States Act interagency working group on | UU
fishing. And the Mexican launch issue is actually
a sub-group of priority. So there is
acknow edgenent of the frequency of those
i ncursions is not at a |level we're confortable
wth. So there's 21 agencies as part of that
| nt eragency working group. So we're very
optimstic it wll nake a difference.

So we continue to work as part of the
| CCAT Del egation on issues such as at-sea
| nspect or exchanges, sharing intelligence |ike we

did with our high seas fishing vessels we sighted,
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wor ki ng on transshi pnent issues, as well as
respondi ng to suspected fishing activities,
i1l egal fishing activities sightings.

There was effort this year to ook into
an | CCAT patrol with Canadi an partners. COVID
| npacted that. That was going to be done in
conjunction with our Northwest Atlantic Fisheries
Organi zation patrol.

We were successful in having a patrol
off of Africa, and that was in partnership with
Cabo Verde. They just got back. In it we cleared
five vessels for their activities, we boarded
four, and one there was a verbal warning. It was
a vessel permtted to fish, but it was entering
the Cabo Verde EEB2 waterway. So it wasn't, |
woul dn't say it was a huge violation, but it was
not conpliant.

So if you have any questions, here is ny
contact information, and | wanted to |l et you know
that we do have new District Fisheries Oficers.
They are mlitary nenbers who rotate out, and this

year in the Districts that are affected by HVE we
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have three out of four new Fisheries Oficers. So
Li eut enant DeVonte Weens is one that |I'm bringing
hi m on board HMS i ssues nore so than he had been

i n the past.

But | appreciate everybody trying to be
safe and conpliant on the water. And if you have
any questions, | defer to Bennett as to when you
t ake them

MR, BROOKS: (kay. Thanks very nuch.
"' m going to go ahead and ask Kevin to give your
report first, and then we'll see how nmuch tine we
have left. Wiich | knewit was going to be
pi nched, but go ahead, Kevin.

MR SWECHONEZ: Ckay. So to start |
guess just sone prelimnary comments. Loren
Rensburg shoul d be providing the update from
General Counsel's working section, and she's going
to be addressing recently charged NOAA packages.
And that information is avail able on the General
Counsel Enforcenent Section Wbsite. So rather
t han address those we can | eave that for the

comment periods, and in particular first to |et
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Loren to discuss.

Al so, secondly, | cannot conment on any
ongoi ng i nvestigations and things that may be
occurring or have recently occurred. So |I'mjust
going to head that off.

Overall |'d say it has been simlar to
what the Coast CGuard said. W did not slow
operations as far as field |l evel |aw enforcenent.
Enf orcenent officers and agents were still
conducti ng work docksi de and on the water. CQur
efforts were to maxi m ze contact and, well,
maxi m ze public contact wiwth mni mzed physi cal
contact. So we nmaintai ned social distance but we
did mai ntain our presence on the docks and still
conduct ed operations the sane as we nornal |y
woul d.

Overall | would say we did see COVID
af fects, as everybody already tal ked about. The
commer ci al markets seened to have slowed at the
beginning of this. But at |east, again we have no
hard data on this yet because the season's not

over and the MRI P surveys and LPS surveys, things
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aren't conpleted. But | can say froma field

| evel we have seen the COVID spike in both vessels
actively engaged in this fishery as well as effort
per vessel. Again, probably due to COVID. People
have a |ot nore tine, they're being not limted to
weekends, they are allowed to have nore tine
available to go out. |Instead of one trip a nonth
they can go out three or four trips a nonth if the
weat her wi ndow is there and the fish are nearby.
Those people are nore prone to pursue these fish.

| can say |'ve seen far nore effort this year than
| ever have in the last five years.

Sone particul ar spi kes were shark
fishing appeared to be the biggest spike of all
the HVs that | saw. Mst of the field gathered
data from speaking with sone of these people who
were first-tine fishernen. They chose sharks
because it was easier and cheaper than junping
right into tuna and traveling 30, 40, 50 mles
of fshore, dependi ng on where the bite was.

So we have been actively enforcing the

regul ati ons. W have been detecting violations,
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and they have been happeni ng wi despread al ong the
coast just about anywhere HVS speci es have been
avai l able we've still conducting the sane anount
of work.

"Il just kind of |eave that at that.
Agai n, we can't comment on ongoi ng investigations,
but we are aware of the issue in Jupiter, Florida,
and the agency is engaged in that as well as the
Florida WIldlife Conm ssion and anything rel ated
to basically ongoing cases woul d have to be held
off for now But I'll just leave it at that.

And if there's any questions, you can
feel free to take themif we have tine. |'l]|
defer to Bennett on that.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah. No, let's certainly
take a couple of questions. Again, | assune we're
going to go with no nore than a five-m nute break
SO we can get sonme questions in here.

Marcos, your hand is up. | don't know
if that's left over frombefore or whether it's a
new question since you didn't get to junp in on

the last topic, your turn. |f you want to junp
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i n, Marcos.

MR. HANKE: Yeah. It was from before,
t hank you very nuch.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. Geat. Dewey,
you've had a smley face by your nane for a while
here. |s that just because you're happy, or did
you want to get into the conversation? Dewey, are
you there?

MR. HEM LRI GHT: | was | aughi ng where |
hadn't heard from Scott Tayl or all day.

MR, BROOKS: kay, |let ne push on.
David Schalit.

MR, SCHALIT: Radio check?

MR. BROOKS: W can hear you, David.

MR, SCHALIT: GCkay. Geat. | have a
coment and a question. Katie and Kevin, thanks
very much for the presentati ons.

The first issue | wanted to bring up is
this question of msidentification of species. In
a situation in which there is a boarding and the
fi sherman says that the species he has on board

Is, let's say just for the sake of argunent,
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yellowfin, and the agency or the Coast CGuard says
that it's another species. Ckay.

|"mnot all that to conversant with how
that kind of an issue is resolved, but in ny view
the best way to handle this would be by doing
geneti c barcodi ng, which neans taking a snall
sanple of tissue of the fish and sending it to a
| ab, for sonething |like $12, and findi ng out
preci sely what species it is.

Now it would be inpossible for ne as a
fisherman to do that because that sanpling would
need to be done by either the agency or the Coast
GQuard. And |'mwondering if you fol ks have
consi dered using genetic barcoding because it is
so incredi bly cheap these days. That's one
guesti on.

The other issue | wanted to ask about is
| notice that there seemto be an inordinately
| ar ge nunber of boardi ngs in Shinnecock, and |I'm
wondering if all the bad boys are in Shinnecock or
Is there sone specific, is there a reason why so

many boar di ngs have taken place there rather than
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el sewhere in the northeast. Thanks.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Davi d.

MR SWECHOWNEZ: [|'ll let Katie Moore
in particul ar address the Coast Guard/ Shi nnecock.
But ny basic understanding is that's the Coast
Quard station that those crews were | ocated out
of , and the boardings weren't necessarily
occurring solely in Shinnecock.

And to your question about the
m sidentification of species. Genetic barcoding
I s avail abl e, however it's not often necessary.
We nmake our identifications based on norphol ogi cal
features, the sane as we have presented in the
outreach flyers in order to determ ne species. |If
the fish is maintained in proper form as the
regul ati ons prescribe, to include the correct
fins, shape, and we are able to get an accurate
i dentification fromthat.

In a situation where they may have been
in a pelagic sea and there's an argunent as to
what the species was, it was yellowfin, it was

this, it was that. W can do genetic barcodi ng,
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1 however it's not necessary because the fish wasn't
2 mai ntained in proper form So the species is

3 really irrelevant to the pelagic sea violation.

4 And genetic barcoding is nore expensive

5 and time consum ng when you factor in the actual

6 efforts it takes, the toll on the resource, and

7 the certification of the |aboratories, as well as

8 the backlog. So | can say with confidence it's

9 significantly nore than $12 a sanple, but it is an
10 option available to us, and when it's needed it is
11 utilized.

12 MR. SCHALIT: Thanks.

13 MR. BROOKS: Rick, your hand is up. |Is

14 that left over or is that a new question?

15 MR, BELLAVANCE: O course.

16 MR. BROOKS: Rick, can you junp in? All

17 right. M ke Pierdi nock.

18 MR. Pl ERDI NOCK:  Thank you, Bennett,

19 t hank you Katie and Kevin. Katie, you referred to
20 Ccean Star Nunber 2, Maximus and Mario 2. Wat

21 countries do they belong to? Are they the | atest

22 2020 vessel s that have i1 ssues, or are these
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1 vessel s that are ongoi ng non-conpl yi ng | CCAT

2 vessel s?

3 M5. MOORE: These are opportunistically
4 sighted vessels, so it was not a directed

5 operation. These vessels were docunented as

6 Senegal . And we have been working with Senegal,
7 and Senegal has been a strong partner with us.

8 However, there were sonme communi cation issues and
9 whet her or not Senegal respected their registry.
10 So | would say it is one of those where it's an
11 oni on and we peel back what is truthful

12 i nformation, what is current information, and |

13 woul d say Senegal has been a very approachabl e

14 partner, and when they obtain sonething that | ooks
15 wonky, they have been partnering with us to go to
16 | CCAT actively to ask other port states to assess.
17 So those were opportunistic, they were not

18 targeted based on any prior history.

19 The question about Station Shinnecock,
20 It was one of those hol douts where we just had

21 very notivated fol ks and they were patrolling in
22 their AOR So | would say no, it is not saying
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that that's where the hotspot of non-conpliance
Is. That's nore a reflection of our effort
detecting essential non-conpliance. GCkay. That's
nore a reflection of COVID effort, detecting
potential non-conpliance.

MR, PIERDI NOCK: Were all three from
Senegal, all three of those vessel s?

M5. MOCRE: | know that we continue to
work to get full information, and sone are the
partners that we have been working with have been
beyond Senegal to determine what is really true.

MR. Pl ERDI NOCK: So nmaybe just because
"' m not infornmed enough about this. So you have
sonme vessels, like the Ccean Star, which is from
Senegal, the two other they're not sure of. So if
such vessels are out there, am| correct to assune
then they're harvesting fish illegally right off
our coast?

M5. MOORE: So these were on the high
seas, and part of the reason why it takes so | ong
to get this information is because HRKA anal yzes

our data sources, NOAA CLE anal yzes theirs, and
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when we feel Iike we need to nove a step further
we have to nmake sure the information is rel easable
to foreign partners. W have to conmmunicate it
t hrough NOAA as well as Departnent of State
concurrence to alert them of potenti al
non- conpl i ance.

So it could have been just a fishing
vessel operating totally legally. So it takes a
couple nonths for the translations to happen and
t he correspondence to happen. So what | would say
right nowis | do not want to reflect that Senegal
is a country with broad issues of non-conpliance.
They have been a strong partner, and we keep
| ooking into this case to figure out the next step
forward wth | CCAT. But regarding Ccean Star 2,
yes, Senegal had our back and we actively conveyed
that internationally, that that was a vessel of
broad interest to board.

MR. Pl ERDI NOCK:  Thanks.

MR BROOKS: | think I'd Iike to get us
into a break. There m ght be one or two fol ks who

had a comment or questions. Marty, R ck, if you
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are wanting to junp into this let nme invite you to
post your question or comment in the Chat, and
then ask Kevin or Katie or Lauren to weigh in as
appropriate in the Chat so we can keep the
conversation going that way. But | do want to get
folks a mnute break before we junp into the
Bl uefin tuna.

| also want to just direct people to
| ook at the Chat barcode. Thank you. It's a good
qui ck synopsis of what's going on in the markets
economcally in Puerto Rico in the | ast
conversati on.

So thank you for those presentations.
Let's go for a quick five-mnute break. W wl|
start at 2:00 with the Bluefin tuna update.
Thanks everybody.

(Recess)

MR. BROOKS: Matt, did you hear that?
Are you able to throw the control to Sarah so she
can get her presentation up?

Al right. Wll while Sarah is calling

up the presentation, |let ne wel cone fol ks back
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here. Hand if off to Sarah here to give us the
bluefin tuna update. |[|f they'll look at the 2020
season, | wll note that we do only have a half
hour for this presentation and discussion. And we
will need to do a sharp stop at 3:00 for public
comments. |If there are additional coments and
public comments go short, we can certainly double
back, so just plan on that. W'II|l take this up to
3: 00, break for public comments, and then if tine
al l ows, doubl e back as needed.

Sarah, over to you.

M5. McLAUGHLIN:  COkay. Are you seeing
ny full screen?

MR. BROOKS: W are. Thank you.

M5. McLAUGHLI N  Okay. |'m Sarah
McLaughlin with the Northeast Branch of the HVS
Managenent Division, and |'m going to present
summary information for the bluefin tuna fishery
so far this year, with a focus on the hand gear
fisheries.

And |"'mglad I"'mfoll ow ng the econom c

presentation. Noticeably what we're seeing in
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total reference to 2019 is an increase in
recreational |andings, decrease in conmmerci al

| andi ngs, and an increase in the nunber of bluefin
tuna deal ers.

Here is our summary of inseason actions
we've taken this year, it includes a few
transfers. W transferred 19 and a half tons of
General category quota fromthe Decenmber 2020 tine
period, back in tine as we say, to the January
t hrough March 2020 period. W did that |ast
Decenber to provide notice of the adjusted January
to March quota before it started this year.

We did our annual adjustnent of the
Purse Sei ne and Reserve category quota in
February, that based on there being no Purse Seine
| andi ngs in 2019. In that sane action we
transferred 51 tons to the General category quota
for the January through March peri od.

W also transferred three netric tons of
Reserve category quota to the Harpoon category in
Jul y.

For both 2019 and 2020 we rai sed the

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 180

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

recreational daily retention limt fromthe
default of one bluefin a day, 27 to |l ess than 73
i nches to the limts shown on the table. So this
Is the sane informati on we woul d have seen | ast
year.

Separate and next for private charter
and headboats. And we sonetines abbreviate this
as two plus one for the private boats, neaning two
school bluefin and one | arge school or snall
medium For charter boats it was three plus one,
and for headboats it was six plus two, or six
bluefins and two | arge school or small nedi um
bl uefi n.

At the bottomwe al so show the trophy
fishery closures and retention [imt. For trophy
north it was quite early this year in Muy,
conpared to |l ate June | ast year.

This shows the commercial |imts and
mai ntain the default |levels for both the General
category of one fish per day and for the Harpoon
category that's two large nediuns and unlimted

gi ants per vessel per day. The January to March
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fishery cl osed on February 24th and the Harpoon
category cl osed on August 5th.

This is a new graphic. It shows that
there was a relatively large increase in the
nunber of tuna dealers this year. During the
previous five years the total nunber of tuna
deal ers has ranged between 375 and 400, that
bal | park. In 2020 there are 491. Each part is
broken out with dealers, wth bluefins and BAYS at
the bottom BAYS only, so that's bigeye,
al bacore, yellowfin, skipjack. BAYS only is in
the mddle and bluefin only above the tab. The
nunmber of BAYS tuna permts has renai ned
relatively transient for the |ast six years,
between 66 and 79. But the nunber of bluefin
deal ers has increased 33 percent, with 425 this
year froma previous five year average of 319.

This slide shows that the growth in the
nunber of dealers in 2020 have been largely due to
an increase in the small and nedi um vol une
deal ers. The nunber of dealers that |anded nore

than 10 percent of the bluefin | andi ngs annual ly
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was relatively simlar to | ast year. However the
nunber of dealers that |anded small er anounts of
the bluefin harvest, like 1 percent, 1 percent, is
much hi gher in 2020.

In this slide gives us data through
m d- August is the Harpoon category since August
5t h.

This slide breaks down the Harpoon
category landings information. It shows that
giants represented 75 percent of the Harpoon
category landings this year. At the bottomis
success rate information. For exanple you can see
that under trips landing at | east one bluefin, 13
percent of the trips |anded only |arge nedi uns,
and 45 percent |anded only giants. On the bottom
rows you can see that the nost successful trips
| anded only one fish total, with 36 percent at one
fish, with four to eight fish occurs second at 35
percent.

This slide is summari zing i nfornmation
for Harpoon gear caught bluefin, so this is

Har poon both in the General and Harpoon

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page:

183

1

2

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

categories. There was less fish in weight overall

by m d- August, but about the sanme nunber of
Har poon category vessels wth | andings | ast year
and this year.

This tabl e shows the percentage of
Har poon category trip | andi ngs, various possible
si ze conbi nations of Bluefin. So nost successful
trips begin where there was at | east one bluefin
| anded, zero | arge nedium and one giant. So 26
percent across the zero row and down the one
colum. That's the nbst common conbi nati on.

In these landings we relate to bluefin
tuna dealer inposed limts, such as the nunber of
bl uefin purchased per vessel or per day.

This graph charts the Harpoon category
gquota and | andi ngs for 2020, including the 30
metric ton July transfer. Wth |andings totaling
about 79 netric tons follow ng the August 5th
cl osure.

This table shows CGeneral category
| andi ngs for the January through March period and

t he June through August period. They plan to
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account for overharvest in these two periods from
the reserves, and data had continued to cone in.
Qobvi ously August 31st has passed, but we're still
tracking the data through the end of August. So
it looks like prelimnarily there's about a
24-metric ton overharvest in the January period
and about 36 of the June through August. So we
know we' re going to have to account for that 16
metric tons over harvest so far this year.

This graph tracks the General category
guota and | andi ngs for 2020, including the
transfer to be made for the January through March
period. There were two transfers, nunber one cane
back in time from Decenber, and another one cane
in fromthe Reserve.

So as | think | already nentioned, we
know we' re about 60 tons over the cunul ative of
the period since January. And in here you'll note
that the | andi ngs becone kind of stepped after the
maj or deal ers inplenented the days where they
weren't purchasing bluefin. So you can see that

it's starting the first week of August where it
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1 ticks up.

2 This is a graphic we've used in the

3 Amendnent scoping docunent to show t he CGeneral

4 category base for subquotas in the mddle. W

5 have the | andings for each tinme period in 2018 on

6 the right and 2019 on the left related to those

7 FMP- based al |l ocations for each peri od.

8 And the take away nessage here is that

9 it's pretty close. Conditions obviously vary

10 annual Iy but we generally use the inseason actions
11 to manage the fishery consistently with the

12 successful allocations. And we consider the

13 numerous regulatory determnation criteria when we
14 do that for each of those actions so there's

15 consi derations of |like variation in seasonal

16 di stri bution, abundance, m gration patterns, and
17 al so things |ike catches that have been nade to

18 date for a particular category and the |ikelihood
19 of that segnent needing to close if we didn't nake
20 any adjustnents, et cetera.

21 This figure shows average Gener al

22 category price per pound for 2019. The green for
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me now | ooks like it's kind of a teal blue, and
2020 is the darker blue. So as you can see, the
sunmer prices were lower this year. And | think
this is consistent wth what George and diff were
showing, that this is just for the Ceneral
category where | think sone of those graphs they
wer e show ng i ncl uded everything, you know,

Har poon, | ongli ne.

And this figure at the top here shows as
a percent of |anded bluefin that were exported
t hrough 2019. There's a continued pattern of
reduced exports since 2012. And although it's not
shown on here, prelimnary 2020 market information
I s show ng about 22 percent have been exported,
which is obviously a drastic drop in the market
conditions, which we tal ked about earlier, like
(1 naudi bl e) st at es.

In the tables for 2019 it shows the
average price and the total ex-vessel value for
both exports and donestic bl uefin.

And here is a slide we update annually.

It's the best avail able annual estimtes of U. S.
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1 dead di scards for 2020, sorry, there's a typo in

2 that first bullet. The best estimate for 2020 is

3 the prelimnary 2019 estimate of 8.1 netric tons

4 for the pelagic longline fisheries. Again, there
5 was Nno purse seine activity so it's just com ng

6 fromthe longline fisheries. W account for their
7 di scards annually and report themto | CCAT. And

8 the final 2019 estimate and prelimnary 2020

9 estimate will be avail abl e next sumrer in July.

10 And we're continuing to refine the reporting

11 net hodol ogi es for commerci al handgear dead

12 di scar ds.

13 Si nce January 2015,the General, Harpoon,
14 and Charter/Headboat categories have been required
15 to report the bluefin catch on-line or by phone.

16 And in 2016 we | aunched phone apps to nake that

17 process easier. This year, given the anticipated
18 i ncrease in bluefin that could not be sold to a
19 dealer, we set up a line to record these fish to
20 get nore active |aw enforcenent consistent with
21 the regul ati ons.

22 Qutreach and conpliance assi stance has
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conti nued. Qutreach and recordi ng conti nues,
i ncl uding the outreach by the Ofice of Law
Enf orcenent and citations continue to be issued.

This slide shows vessel reporting
conpliance by conparing vessel reported | andi ngs
with the standard of dealer reported | andings. So
the findings show the continued inprovenent of
conpliance fromthe General category, which
i ncl udes the charter/headboard | andi ngs. And
there's high, 75 percent or greater, but variable
conpl i ance by the Harpoon category.

That's it for our data summary. W al so
wanted to get sone input on as we consider the
renewed use of restricted fishing days or RFDs,
which we had in place in the m d-90s through
m d-2000s. And we're considering using them again
in the future.

So here | just wanted to rem nd fol ks
that the intent of restricted-fishing days is to
| nprove distribution of fishing opportunities
t hroughout the CGeneral category sub-period. And

the current regulations say that on a restricted
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fishing day no person aboard a vessel that's been
i ssued n Atlantic tuna CGeneral category permt may
fish for, possess, retain, or |land a bluefin of
any size class, and catch and rel ease or tag and
rel ease if not authorized from such vessel.

And | will also say that we wll
annual |y publish a schedule of restricted-fishing
days in the Federal Register. Restricted-fishing
days can be waived, and we did this quite a lot in
t he 2000s, where we had the schedul e, the days
were known, but then as we got closer to, you
know, as we progressed through the sumer and it
becane apparent that we really didn't need to be
paci ng the | andi ngs, and we woul d change the
retention [imt fromzero to sonething else, which
we would warrant, sonetines it was two fish, in

order to allow maxi numutilization of the quota or

subquot a.

So we wel cone your thoughts on
restricted-fishing days. |In the past they've been
| i ke June through the fall, sone years it was

Novenber, Decenber, January. W used to have an
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1 of fset fishing year of June through May, so we
2 woul d announce those three nonths in a row So
3 it's really been a wi de range of nonths. W

4 wel cone your thoughts on the nunber of days per
5 weeks. | think in the past it was |like three

6 days, |ike Sunday, Monday, Wdnesday. Sonetines

7 t hose days corresponded to closures of the

8 Japanese market, but not all of them And so

9 we're interested in which nonths, how nmany days a
10 week, which days of the week. So we wel cone your
11 | nput on that and any ot her questions you have on
12 the presentation.

13 MR. BROOKS: Geat. Thank you. Thank
14 you, Sarah, very nmuch. | want to just note in the
15 Chat is a question that | think is really for the
16 | aw enforcenent side. It's a comment question

17 fromWalt CGolet on boarding at sea, so if | could
18 ask Katie or Kevin to take a ook at that and try
19 to see if they can get any answer in the Chat,

20 that'd be great.
21 | al so have a quick question for you,

22 Sarah, from George Purnont. Can you provide any
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i nformati on on the nunber of boats in 2017-2020 in
General category and Harpoon?

M5. McLAUGHLIN:  That sounds |ike a data
request.

MR. BROOKS: That does sound |ike a data
request. Maybe soneone can | ook at that while we
field other questions or conments.

W have a little bit nore than 10 to 15
m nutes for this, and | know in particular the
programis | ooking for feedback on this question
of RFDs. So which nonth, nunber of days per week
and whi ch days of the week. So if folks want to
weigh in on that it'd be great. You can certainly
do that in the Chat as well, which would be
hel pful for us to know. But let ne open it up.

Marty, | see your hand up. | don't know
if it's left over fromthe | ast batch or whether
you want to weigh in here.

MR. SCANLON: No, |'m good there.

MR. BROOKS: kay. In that case let ne
invite folks to junp in here. Again there's a

very specific question that the HVS fol ks are
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| ooki ng for sone feedback on restricted-fishing
days, or anything else that's on your m nd.

Sarah, just to maybe just spark a little
response. |If you get silence, what will you do?

M5. McLAUGHLIN:. We're going to keep
tal king about it. | think we defined the purpose.
We heard earlier, you all known that the dealers
ki nd of self-inposed these no-purchase days, and
that started | believe the first week of August,
and it has continued through Septenber, where |
beli eve they are not buying fish on Tuesdays,
Fridays, and Saturdays. |'msure David Schalit
will correct ne if that is not correct.

MR. SCHALIT: That is correct.

MR. BROOKS: Yeah, |'ve got a couple
people in the queue now who want to junp in. Let
me go to Geg Mayer, and then to David Schalit,
and then M ke Pi erdi nock. G eg.

MR. MAYER: Yeah. Thanks. Sarah, great
presentation. | have a question about the
i ncrease in the dealers, specifically the bluefin

dealers. Do you think that that is individual
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fishermen, Slide 7 1 think. Do you think that's

i ndi vidual fishernen that are just trying to get a
deal er permt so they can nove the fish on their
own? Because when you | ooked at it, | think it
was maybe the next slide where it showed there is
a big nunber of dealers that aren't selling any
fish. |s that sonething new this year, | nean has
that been a trend where there's been nore guys
trying to get intoit to be a bluefin dealer?

M5. McLAUGHLIN: | think it's pretty new
this year. | think |ast year we had a situation
where deal ers were not consistently buying fish
all the tinme. So there nmay have been sone anount
of increase |ast year, or at |least interest in
doing that. And, yeah, a lot of themare vessel
owners that are obtaining a dealer permt. And we
do tell themthat they need to check with their
states because there are HACCP regul ati ons and
ot her state requirenents for handling fish that's
going into their food stream

So | think sonme of them have gotten the

permts and haven't used them And again, D ane
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and Nick and our office group can find out nore
about this. But, yes, sone of this is just,
vessel s who have al so gotten a dealer permt. And
| think that's kind of not just in bluefin, but
it's been happening across fisheries during this
pandem c as people are trying to do whatever they
can to nove their product.

MR. MAYER: Yeah, that's kind of what |
thought. | had a North Carolina dealer permt for
a while. And | dropped it because nostly what |
woul d try and sell was tuna. And for ne to keep
up with the paperwork was just too nuch, trying to
run a boat and keep up with everything. | thought
it was easier to do it right through a dealer.

But that's what | was |ooking at wth
all those extra dealers. | figured that was guys
were trying to nove their own fish now and selling
to restaurants or what have you.

M5. McLAUGHLIN:  Yep, yep.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. You m nd handi ng
it over to David Schalit. Your question in the

Q%A here. There you nention an increase in record
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| andi ngs, recogni zing that LPS data may be
prelimnary. Can you give sone insight into
what's been seen, or is your statenment primarily
based on antidotal information fromWIly

Gol dsnmit h?

M5. McLAUGHLIN: I n any one of the
di scussions, WIlly, that you've been involved in
two webinars in the past nonths and these
di scussi ons about the assessnent... W know t hat
the Large Pelagics Survey is seeing high | andi ngs
this year but | don't have prelimnary data to
share with you. | think | need to point you to
the Ofice of Science and Technol ogy for that.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. David Schalit.

MR. SCHALIT: Can you hear ne? kay,
great. Yeah, | think that there are two parts to
this, to the RFD question. The first part is the
fact is that we've had since 2016 we've had a
hyper abundance of bluefin tuna al ong our
coastline. And that has resulted in a much higher
t han usual |andings, tuna | andings. And the other

part of that of course is COVID. So if you have
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1 In a sense a kind of perfect storm happening this
2 year in which we have this problens that coul dn't
3 exi st since 2016 of heavy | andi ngs, exacerbated by
4 the fact that the restaurant business and

5 whol esal e fi sh business has shrunken back so

6 dramatically during this tine.

7 | think nmy discussions with the high

8 vol une dealers and wwth the Asian fleet suggests

9 that there is a certain concurrence in terns of

10 t he objectives here. One of the key objectives

11 that seens to be com ng out of these conversations
12 is the idea that RFDs m ght, and | say m ght,

13 provide the opportunity to increase fishing

14 opportunity that would result in nore fishing,

15 |et's say during the fall season, than we're had
16 I n recent years.

17 Qoviously the issue with COVID is

18 another really unique situation for which there is
19 virtually no playbook. These deal ers are working
20 W th restaurants who've had no cash flow for at

21 | east three nonths. And the big question in their
22 mnd is, yes, if they can sell the fish to that

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 197

1 restaurant, but will the restaurant pay then? So
2 there's a credit problemtaking place there.

3 So concurrently with that of course we

4 al so have a problemin Japan, this problem has

5 existed until very recently, we had no lift. This
6 was sonet hing that was nentioned, | believe by

7 Marty, that there just virtually were no flights

8 avai l able to take fish to Tokyo until nore

9 recently. Now | believe there are four flights

10 per week. Wiich is really nothing conpared to

11 what we're used to.

12 So as far as RFDs are concerned, one of
13 t he bi ggest problens the dealers are having is the
14 fact that they are inplenenting this on their own
15 wi t hout any requl atory backing. And the net

16 effect of that is that you have fishernen who are
17 pre-fishing on closed days and delivering the fish
18 on open days. So that wll result in having a

19 spi ke of | andings on an open day. Were if that
20 pre-fishing didn't take place, you would have

21 | ower landings. So it's very hard for themto

22 control this.
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MR. BROOKS: Thank you, David. [|'m
going to junp in a little bit just because we're
getting really short on tine. | would Iove to
hear however, do you have sone thoughts on our
RFDs in terns of nonths, days, and weeks, or no?

MR. SCHALIT: That's the inportant
guestion. Yes, definitely. | believe that this
Is a comercial decision that needs to be nade by
t he people who are doing the marketing and the
agency itself. In other words the agency needs to
make sure that their needs are net. |n other
wor ds, what they're | ooking for is increased
fishing opportunity, and that has to be a part of
the cal culus in determ ning which days, et cetera.
Ri ght ?

And then there's the issue of the
deal ers where the deal ers know that on certain
days they just can't do anything wth the fi sh.
For exanple, a fish can't be sold donmestically on
a Friday. Those shippers have to go out on
Tuesday or | atest, Wdnesday, for donestic sal es.

And then of course you have this schedule in Tokyo
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1 which is, you know, they have two days per week in
2 whi ch they're closed, and there's no point in

3 having a fish sitting there for 24 hours that's

4 I ntended to be fresh when it's sold. So you have
5 all these various concerns that are really rel ated
6 to marketing, and you can get that information

7 fromthe dealers. And | believe if that solution
8 IS going to be one in which the agency and the

9 deal ers agree on a strategy. So, yes, there is an
10 answer, but go talk to the dealers and really have
11 that be really information rich.

12 MR. BROOKS: |'mgoing to push on to get
13 a couple nore folks in. | again will warn you

14 that at 3:00 we're going to have to quit this for
15 public comment, and if we have tine we wll cone
16 back.

17 Ri ck Bel |l avance, you've not been in the
18 conversation yet today, let ne get you in here.

19 MR. BELLAVANCE: Thank you, Bennett.

20 Can you hear ne?

21 MR. BROOKS: Yes.

22 MR. BELLAVANCE: Thanks, folks. | have
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just a couple of quick things. First | just want
to offer ny thoughts on the bluefin conmercial
deal er issue and the spi ke of deal er applications
this year. | wonder if it mght be partly due to
the fact that, especially in the northeast anyway,
a bunch of states devel oped docksi de sal es
prograns for fin fish for their commerci al
fishermen to help create a way for themto get rid
of sone of the fish that the dealers weren't
taking. And through that process, if you had a
federal permt you needed to get a federal dealer
permt to go along with your state permt for your
vessel. And on that application there was a check
the box field where you would just check all the
different species that you were applying for. And
| just wonder if folks clicked on every species
they could think of to get the permt, not know ng
exactly what was going to cone out of the dockside
sal es prograns. Maybe that accounts for sone of
the increase in the nunber of permts.

As time went on we |earned, in Rhode

| sl and anyway, that histamne fish were prohibited
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from dockside sales so it wouldn't surprise ne if
sone fol ks ended up dropping their permts for
those types of fish going forward. So |I'd be on
the | ookout for that. |'mnot sure, but that's ny
gut instinct.

And then one quick last thing that |
just wanted to nention is nost of the folks on the
Advi sory Panel and all the staff and everybody
have heard ne advocate for electronic reporting,
and once that recording take things, and | just
wanted to |l et you guys know that this is going to
be ny first ECRwth the ACCSP trips app today,
and all that seens to have gone through. | got a
confirmation that that data was pushed through.

So that's going to help streanmline reporting for-
hire and commercial fishing industry, it |ooks
like it is well onits way. So | just wanted to
say thanks for everybody listening to nme and
putting up with ny rant.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Rick. Tim Pickett,
we haven't heard very nuch with you so let's get

you in here before the public coment.

Ander son Court Reporting -- 703-519-7180 -- www. ander sonreporting. net



9-9-20 AHVS ADVI SORY PANEL MEETI NG Page: 202

1 MR, PICKETT: GCkay. Can you hear ne?

2 MR. BROOKS: Cotcha.

3 MR. PICKETT: Yeah, okay. |'mjust

4 wonderi ng, you know, how | guess, you know, it's
5 kind of an A7 question, but how do we still have
6 8.1 netric tons of, how are we estimating 8.1

7 nmetric tons as discard fromthe longline fishery?
8 M5. McLAUGHLI N  Well the size,

9 regul atory size discards.

10 MR Pl CKETT: Ckay.

11 M5. McLAUGHLI N 73 inches.

12 MR, PICKETT: GCkay. So they would be
13 di scarded short fish would be the 8.1 netric tons?
14 | just wanted to know if there was a size

15 application on that. ay. Al right.

16 MR. BROOKS: Gkay. M ke Pierdinock, we
17 have 65 seconds.

18 MR. Pl ERDI NOCK:  Thank you, "Il try to
19 make it quick. | know --

20 MR. BROOKS: You only got 60 seconds,

21 go.

22 MR. Pl ERDI NOCK: Here in Massachusetts
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Is definitely the fleet, the General category

fl eet was purchasing those permts. It was
pronoted by the State of Massachusetts in order to
put food on the table. So | woul d suspect that
uptick is a result of that.

As far as RFD goes, here in
Massachusetts, as they nentioned earlier, the
seafood dealers are self-regulating. And the
| atest is that you contact themand they tell you
whet her they're going to buy. And right nowit's
Sunday, Monday, Wdnesday, Thursday. And they'l]|
tell you whether there's availability or not
availability. That's worked very well. And the
fact that it's a private sector and it has worked
well, I would just alnbst say let's stay with
status quo and keep it at that and if they have to
change to have national fishery service nanage
that in the future then maybe it could be
consi der ed.

As far as the RFD s definition, | want
to make sure that we as charter/headboat vessels

with commerci al endorsenents, as you know, we have
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the ability to recreational fish or commercially
fish and declare such when we [ and and at sea
either comercial fish or recreation or so on, and
that if that are RFDs that it would not prohibit
us from doi ng such.

Did I nake it?

MR. BROOKS: You did. Thanks.
Excell ent. Sarah, thank you very nuch. And
again, if we wind up having limted public coment
we can certainly double back here. | just want to
call people's attention to the queue for two
things. There's been sone responses from Loren
Renmsber gom and Kevin Sw echowiez to Walt's
guestion, so | encourage you to take a | ook at
that as well. Marcus Drynon provided a link to
Seaf ood, he's sending word about the Seafood
Relief Programrelative to tuna, so you m ght want
to take a look at that. And then | think that's
it for the Chat.

Wth that, thanks everybody, | want to
open this up for public comment. So anyone who is

not an AP nmenber who is on the line and would |1 ke
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to have an opportunity to coment, it would be
very helpful if you would, again, virtually raise
your hand or throw sonething in the Chat so that
we can see that you're interested.

A note | got earlier, denn Delany, |I'm
t hi nking you are wanting to have an opportunity
for public comment, if you are still on the phone?
| see your hand, denn, so let's start it off with
you, G enn. You should be open and able to talk.
d enn, are you there? You are unnmuted from our
side. denn, if you' re hearing ne, can you throw
sonething in the Chat, it neans you're hearing us.
Any idea what's going on there?

Al right. Randy, can you put a thunb
up that you're hearing ne so make sure |' m being
heard? Ckay.

M5. MCLAUGHLI Nc: This is Sarah again.
Coul d sonebody send ne that |ink that you
menti oned? W was it that sent a link on --

MR. BROOKS: There's a link in the Chat
and it was from Marcus.

M5. McLAUGHLI Nc: Ckay. | can't see it
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but | don't know why.

MR. BROOKS: Onh, you know what, it m ght
have been to ne separately. Let ne copy it and
show it in the Chat to everybody.

M5. McLAUGHLI Nc:  Thank you.

MR. BROOKS: Thank you for pointing that
out, didn't catch that. denn, are you still not
able to hear us? Okay. Are there any other fol ks
on the call, nenbers of the public, who would |ike
to have an opportunity to coment?

Ckay. | just dunped that piece from
Marcus in the general Chat for everybody. d enn,

i f you could reach out to Peter Cooper by email,
we can try to figure out why we're not being able
to reach you.

SPEAKER: (I naudi bl e)

MR, BROOKS: kay. Geat. Let's open
that up for that person. And again, if you could
start with your nanme and any affiliation would be
hel pful .

Mol ly, are you there, can you hear us?

Can you hear us again?
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M5. LUTCAVAGE: Can you hear ne? |
didn't hear the nane correctly. |If it's Mlly
Lut cavage, yes, that woul d be ne.

MR. BROOKS: Gkay. Yes. Molly, we can
hear you, and yes, it's your turn, so pl ease.

M5. LUTCAVAGE: Excellent. [It's Mlly
Lutcavage. |I'mthe Director of Large Pel agic
Research Center in d oucester. And | apol ogi ze, |
wasn't able to sit in on the entire conference,
|"mactually six hours earlier. But |I've been
asked by a nunber of fishernen and coll eagues to
comrent on behalf of the small fish question and
i ssue. And also | only had a mnute or two the
ot her day.

But | wanted to point out, hopefully to
Dr. Randy Bl anki nship who we haven't net yet.

But | need to nake sure that people are aware
Large Pel agic Research Center are still conducting
and did conduct work on the small fish since about
1997, including a nunber of workshops that

i ncl uded consideration of small fish tagging,

aerial surveys. W conducted and started the
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Tag-A-Tiny Programto see the feasibility of tag
and rel ease of the recreational size fish. And we
al so were appoi nted by the Southeast center and by
strides in technology to go after the R&D that's
necessary to bring, say aerial surveys and direct
assessnment into this area of capabilities. So
that included split-beam mnulti-beam sonar
studies, drone trials, and everything el se.

So | would I'i ke people to understand
that it's not sinply a matter, as scientists know,
goi ng back out there like we did from 1993 to ' 97
and taking pictures of fish. The expectations for
| dentifying say pelagic, is so nmuch higher than at
a regional bar. And | want to point out that this
I ncredi bl e body of scientific work that is
avai |l abl e for consideration on trying to go
forward. And I'mnot sure what your awareness of
our scientific work is, so | wanted to just say
| et's examne the scientific work that has been
done before a I ot of recommendations to sinply
send our associates out to do the work.

And the second comment is that the work
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was conprehensive, and include other scientists,
i ncl udi ng wor kshops with expert technol ogy and
others. So again, please let's not forget history
or the science that was done by, or led by |less by
Al Kersky. And thanks for letting ne get the
coment in.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks. Thanks, Molly.

MR. BLANKINSHI P: If | could just for a
second, let ne, Randy Bl anki nshi p.

| thank you very nuch for your comrents,
they are well received. And of course this is the
proper comment period, and we wel cone coments on,
you know, anything related to HMS.

We haven't been di scussing the actual
| atest bluefin tuna assessnent update at this
particul ar neeting on the agenda. That was, of
course, discussed in the webinar |ast week which
you referenced, and will continue to be discussed
as nore information becones available to do for
fall, and when recommendati ons are provided by the
SCRS. And those discussions will take place

Wi thin the process for the | CCAT Advi sory
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Commttee, wll be one of the primry areas.

So | just want to provide additional
context, folks, just adding on there. But | do
want to thank Molly for her comments, in fact they
are rel ative.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. Let's see. Let's
try denn Delaney again. den, are you there, are
you hearing us, and can we hear you?

MR. COOPER: Bennett, this is Pete. |
got a nessage from d enn, he's having audio
problens, so I'mtrying to work on it with himfor
the monent. ['Il let you know when we get it.

MR. BROOKS: Ckay. Thanks, Pete. I
don't think I'm seeing any ot her hands for nenbers
of the public. So we have a little bit nore tine.
| know that there m ght have been sone comments
that were sort of not aired on the bluefin tuna
update or back to either |aw enforcenent or the
fishery economc situation report. So | want to
use about 15 mnutes for that. Before | do that,

t hough I know right before |unch we were unable to

get Alan Weiss into the m x because there was
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1 again sone technical issues on his end. He did
2 have a chance to talk with R ck Pearson offline

3 during the lunch break. But | think, Alan, if I

4 understand correctly, you wanted an opportunity to
5 at least just very briefly tell the group what

6 your comments were so people have the benefit of

7 t hat .

8 MR. WEI SS: Yes, thank you, Bennett.

9 Can you hear ne now?

10 MR. BROOKS: | can. Thank you.

11 MR. WEISS: Ckay, great. | actually

12 haven't communi cated with R ck Pearson yet, but I
13 had a couple of questions in regard to his

14 presentati on.

15 And the first one is that is how the

16 updat ed goal s and objectives of the FMP are going
17 to relate to the provisions in the Magnuson Act

18 and the Atlantic Tunas Convention Act that require
19 the United States fishing industry to have a

20 reasonabl e opportunity harvest its | CCAT quota and
21 al so to mnimze the di sadvantage the manage the
22 U.S. Fisheries relative to foreign conpetitors.
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MR. BROOKS: Rick, are you there, do you
want to junp in?

MR. PEARSON: Yes. | have to admt that
| mssed the first part of the question.

MR, VEISS: | understand you're in the
process of drafting any updates to themrelate to
the provisions in Magnuson and Atlantic Tunas
Convention Act on these points, specifically not
di sadvantaging U. S. fishernen relative to their
conpetitors, and also to provide U S. fishernen a
reasonabl e opportunity to harvest skipjack quotas.

MR. PEARSON. Well, first of all, you're
correct, that provision is a requirenent of the
Magnuson- Stevens Act. But | think, and | don't
have -- one of the objectives for us is mnimzing
adverse social and econom c inpacts. So | believe
that that objective would, you know, incorporate
fully utilizing the | CCAT recommended quota. But
we can certainly take a | ook, you know, to see if
t hat concept could be incorporated even better in
t he obj ecti ves.

But | think mnimzing adverse, you
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know, social and econom c inpacts would be the
cl osest objective to address that quota.

MR VEISS: Well it mght be simlar,
but I would say it would do well to stress the
greater specificity, and, you know, | think it
shoul d be relatively easy, not just referring to
t hose specific sections of the | aw which we think
are critical parts of that.

The other thing I would just ask about
Is by drafting the | CCAT benchmarks for say gl obal
fishing, what woul d happen under the scene where
we were in an overfished situation and it isn't
novi ng forward as qui ckly as maybe they shoul d.
Wul d we be running the risk of getting oursel ves
in a bind where basically the donesti c nanagenent
of fisheries by | CCAT by donestic systemrequires
It to nove faster than | CCAT has been actually
novi ng when the circunstance presents itself.

MR. PEARSON. It's interesting that you
posed those two sort of class acts because
oftentinmes we're told not to nove faster

donestically than what | CCAT recomends soO in
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order, you know, to provide full wutilization. But
the fact that mass agreenent is required to
| npl enent recommendati ons, that is generally been
proven our managenent system

And anot her inportant point, and Sarah
and Randy m ght want to junp in on this, is that
we fully participate, you know, in all of the
| CCAT di scussions and negotiations and try to nove
t hose negotiations along as fast as we can,
know ng that taking unilateral, if the United
States were to take unilateral action for other
m gratory species for which they may only consi st
of one small conponent of fishing nortality, seens
sel f-defeating. So that's the whol e purpose of
| CCAT is to try to get agreenent anongst the
contracting parties.

MR. BLANKINSHI P:  I'Il just junp in real
quick to add along that track there with M.
Wei ss' comments. So |I'll just add on that the
Magnuson- St evens Act actually, you know, has
provi sions for managenent of species by RFM3s, and

It acconmopdates that process. And it's through
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1 that process the United States then advocates for
2 It and pronotes the principles and approaches.

3 However, we still nust abide by the | CCAT

4 recommendati on, and nmanagenent facilitates that.

5 You know, even if, for exanple, the conbi nation by
6 | CCAT doesn't necessarily, well if it is instance
7 of overfished, that has been the case for years,

8 and the case in fact we've recorded tines that for
9 i nstance even in existing situations with bigeye
10 tuna and ot her speci es.

11 So this would not be a new situation

12 that we've created or effected differently by

13 Anmendnent 12 and that currently exists. | do want
14 to circle back to the previous question, Al an, and
15 that was related to provisions of the Act of not
16 fully utilizing the quota, not basic nmanagi ng

17 fishermen. And it is absolutely the case that the
18 provi sions and specifications of both Magnuson and
19 ATCA continue to apply even if each objective is
20 not specifically outlined, each of those things

21 that apply from Magnuson and ATCAA agree with

22 that. W don't have to have objectives that are
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responsive to the requirenents of that. And I
just wanted to nake that clear.

| hope that was a good one, we m ght
want to think about how we think (inaudible).

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, Randy. | think I
have got in Chat that naybe d enn Del aney is able

to connect in now. Can we try to open up his line

agai n?
MR. DELANEY: Can you hear ne?
MR. BROOKS: W can hear you, d enn.
MR. DELANEY: Sorry about that.
MR. BROOKS: No worri es.
MR. DELANEY: | m ssed sone of the

guestion and answers so | nay be repeating
sonething. | apologize if that's the case.

My cooment is with respect to one of the
AP nmenber's coments on Randy's presentation this
norning on the bluefin area based managenent fi nal
rule. | just wanted to express sone concern that
the audience will be msled or msinforned by what
was said by the AP nenber.

Those of us on the | CCAT Advi sory
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Commttee, including that AP nenber, were just

| ast week very clearly advised, if not adnoni shed,
by our U S. | CCAT scientists, that the results of
t he recent SCRS bl uefin species working group

st ock assessnent update is very nuch prelimnary,
It has not been adopted by the SCRS and shoul d not
be cited as if it is final. And that seened to be
the inplication of the comenter.

This is particularly inportant in |ight
of the substantial concerns we've discussed on the
| CCAT Advisory Commttee neeting with the
reliability of a nunber of data inputs and other
aspects of the assessnent, including especially
the reliability of the LPS data for small fish
that are used for two of the nore inportant CPUE
based i ndi ces of abundance. And as well as for
recruitnment estimates. And this, anong many ot her
paraneters of uncertainties, you know, that stock
assessnment roughly.

You know, overall we heard |ots of
reports of a conplete disconnect between the

sci ence and what the fisheries are experiencing on
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the water for all groups and sectors, commerci al
and recreational .

So | just wanted to make sure that's
clear, the HVS AP, which did not have the benefit,
or many of which did not have the benefit of the
| AC briefing that we received on the prelimnary
results of that assessnent update, and don't want
them to be m si nforned.

And then finally, | just note that |
don't know why this Qulf of Mexico gear restricted
area issue, and perhaps the northeast gear
restricted area continues to be such a concern for
that AP nenber and the organi zation they work for.
Gven that it's per Randy's report, there's
virtually zero bluefin interactions by the pelagic
|l ongline fleet in either the Gulf or the northeast
area, and also given all the far nore inportant
| CCAT sci ence and managenent chal | enges that we
face.

You know | realize that a | awsuit has
been filed, and that was nentioned by the AP

menber commenting. | also just note that that
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organi zation that they represent funds the

organi zation that filed that lawsuit. So. It's
unfortunate, but that's where we are in that
process. The rule is in place, it's obviously not
| npacting spawning bluefin tuna in the Qulf of
Mexi co, and | hope we can nove forward and t hat

the HVS AP will not be distracted by those

conment s.

Thank you very mnuch.

MR. BROOKS: Thanks, denn. | want to
do two things. | want to give Shana an

opportunity to weigh in here. And | think I also
want to ask that the public comments not be

poi nted at individual AP nenbers. |It's not the

I ntent of the public coment period, so | would
just encourage folks to weigh in on a topic and
not weigh in on an individual.

Shana, | want to give you an opportunity
however to just weigh in. Could we have a good
line for Shana M|l er, please?

M5. MLLER  Thank you. Can you hear ne

now?
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MR. BROOKS: We can now, thanks.

M5. MLLER Yes. So | just wanted to
respond as far as the assessnent results go that
whil e, you know, of course the SCRS report is not
finalized yet, you know, we did hear those results
on a public webinar |Iast week. And, you know,
whil e they mght change, it's hard to i magi ne that
the take hone nessages woul d change given the
prelimnary results are al ready posted on the
| CCAT website.

And as far as the lawsuit goes, just to
clarify that ny organization as well as PEW which
| assune G enn is referencing as far as a partner
organi zation, has nothing to do with the | awsuit
funding or otherwse. So. And as Bennett said, |
think it's pretty inappropriate for a public
conment statenment to be targeted at one person,
and hope that doesn't happen again. Thanks.

MR BROOKS: | will note that no one was
cal |l ed out by nanme, but obviously our intention
here is to focus on issues so | think we all

presented that way, that will make for the best
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conversati on we can have.

Are there any other public coments at
this point? | don't think I can see any. And we
are just about out of tine. So there is a couple
t hi ngs.

| just want to, you know, before we do
sone nore, you know, sone nore logistic stuff
before we sign off, and then Randy, hand it off to
you for any final coments you m ght offer.

Just a rem nder, tonorrow we w |l once

agai n reconvene at 8:45 in terns of getting hooked

in onthe call. So if you can join 8:45 that
woul d be great because we wll start at 9:00
sharp.

To AP nenbers, when you | ogged on, put
the AP in front of your nanme, great. For those of
you that didn't see that though, we again
encourage you to just put an AP in caps before
your nanme, that will be hel pful for everyone as
wel | .

| don't think we have any overflow itens

at this point fromtoday. |f there's anything
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pressing, |let us know, we could use a couple of

m nutes at that 9:00 wel cone recap if we needed
to. And then again, tonorrow the plan is to talk
about the shark review at 9:15, shark depredation
at 10:30. Again, an hour lunch from11:30 to

1: 00, so if you need to plan calls or topics, that
woul d be the tine to do it. W'Il hear from

| eadership at 1:00, and then we'll hear about the
PRI SM effort at 1:45. Public coment tonorrow
wll be at 2:45, and we will have a wap-up at
3:15 and then adjourn by 3:30. | think that's all
| want to flag at this point. And, Randy, | want
to hand it off to you.

MR. BLANKI NSHI P:  Thanks, Bennett. Just
to briefly say that | think today went really well
as far as being able to get a lot of really good
I nput fromyou all. | appreciate once again all
of the cooments. | know that we intentionally
desi gned the agenda to provide, you know, quite a
bit of tinme for comment and di scussi ons Bennett
has highlighted. | think it cane out pretty well

actually so far.
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As you all know, sonetines it can be
quite challenging to design an agenda in a fornmat
t hat not everybody's conpletely used to and to
deal with the technol ogical aspects to it and to
be able to pull it off, you know, pretty well.
And | think that today went well.

Thanks for all your presence and
participation. Look forward to tonorrow and to
all of our on the agenda tonorrow, and | think
that there's a lot to discuss. So we'll see you
i n the norning.

MR. BROOKS: All right. Thanks
everybody. Have a good rest of your afternoon,
"Il see you tonorrow.

(Wher eupon, at 3:27 p.m, the

PROCEEDI NGS wer e adj our ned.)

* * * * *
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