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What: 

Announced Gulf of Mexico and Southern CA as 
first two regions to look for AOAs

NCCOS data collection for siting analysis

Continued outreach – introduce AOA concept

Public Notice: request input on siting in 2 
initial areas AND national to begin thinking 
about where to focus for next 8

NCCOS draft “Aquaculture Opportunity Atlas”

Combine public input and results of Atlas to 
identify potential AOAs

Announce preliminary AOA alternatives to 
consider in more detail in PEIS

August 2020

May 2021



•
•

•

•
•



•

•

•



•

•

•

•



•



U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries ServicePage 14

•

•

•

•

•



Marine Spatial Ecology Division
National Centers for Coastal Ocean Science
National Ocean Service
NOAA

Spatial Planning for 
Aquaculture Opportunity Areas 
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Customers - All federal and state agencies 
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Data Layer Score
Danger and Restricted Zones 0.5

Deep Sea Corals (200 m buffer) 0.5

Habitat Area of Particular Concern 0.5

Halibut Trawl Ground 0.5

Hard Bottom Habitat 0

Marine Protected Areas & Preserves 0.5

Offshore Oil and Gas Leases 0.5

Oil and Gas Pipelines (500 m buffer) 0

Oil and Gas Wells (500 m buffer) 0

Shipwrecks & Obstructions (500 m buffer) 0

Squid Landings by micro-block 0.5

Submarine Cables (500 m buffer) 0

Unexploded Ordnance FUDS** 0.5

Wastewater Discharge (500 m buffer) 0

Submarine 
Cables Oil and 

Gas

Increased 
Fisheries 
and Slope

Data scoring
0 = not compatible
0.5 = may not compatible
1 = compatible

A suitability model is a model that weights locations relative to each other 
based on given criteria. Suitability models aid in finding a favorable location 
for a new facility, road, or habitat for a species of bird.

EXAMPLE



Cluster analysis Alternative locations



EXAMPLE



Atlas 
of Potential Aquaculture 

Opportunity Areas
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Publisher: Commission for Environmental 
Cooperation (Canada)



•

http://www.regulations.gov




•

•

•



•

•
•

•

•
•



•
•
•

•
•
•



•

•

•



•

•
•

•
•
•
•
•



•
•



•

•
•
•

•
•


