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Observer Provider Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 

 Ensure the observer/observer candidate has a physical examination confirming there are no health

problems or conditions that would jeopardize their or the safety of others while deployed

 Before the vessel is underway on an observer’s first trip, ensure that the observer completes a current

observer vessel safety checklist and verifies that the vessel has a valid USCG Commercial Fishing

Vessel Safety Decal

 Submit vessel safety checklists to the Observer Program

 Have an employee on call 24 hours a day to handle communications with observers who are at sea, in

transit, or in port awaiting vessel reassignment

 Report to the Observer Program at least four hours before to the vessel’s estimated departure if an

observer isn't available

 Report refusal to deploy an observer or an observer refusal or board or reboard and unsafe vessel

 Report any possible observer harassment of the observer, including:

o Any attempt to assault, resist, oppose, impede, intimidate, harass, sexually harass, bribe, or

interfere with an observer or a sampling procedure employed by an observer

 Report fishing (including processing, as defined at 50 CFR §600.10) in the Shorebased IFQ Program,

the MS Coop Program, or the C/P Coop Program if NMFS determines the vessel is unsafe for an

observer or without observer coverage

 Report issues with vessel safety or marine casualty

 Report any observer illness or injury that prevents the observer from completing their duties

 Ensure that observers return all safety gear at the termination of the observer’s contract

Did you know that in 2012, the Coast 
Guard and Maritime Act of 2012 was 
signed into law?  Did you also know 

that this law required NMFS to 
update the safety and survival 
equipment responsibilities for 

commercial fishing industry fishing 
and processing vessels? 

This document serves 
as a Small Entity 
Compliance Guide, 
complying with section 
212 of the Small 
Business Regulatory 
Enforcement Fairness 
Act of 1996.
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Vessel Responsibilities include, but are not limited to: 
 

 Have on board a valid Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Decal issued within that last 2 years (§600.746) that certifies 

compliance with regulations found in 33 CFR chapter I and 46 CFR chapter I  
 

 The owner, operator, or designee must accompany the observer in checking major items required by USCG 

regulations, including:  personal flotation devices/ immersion suit ring buoys, distress signals, fire extinguishing 

equipment, EPIRB when required, survival craft, with sufficient capacity to accommodate the total number of persons, 

including the observer(s), that will embark on the voyage; and other fishery-area and vessel specific items required by 

the USCG. (600.746) 
 

 Maintain safe conditions on the vessel, including adherence to all USCG and other applicable rules, regulations, or 

statutes pertaining to safe operation of the vessel 
 

 Have a certificate of compliance issued pursuant to 46 CFR 28.710 or a valid certificate of inspection pursuant to 46 

U.S.C. 3311 
 

 Upon request by the observer, NMFS employee or provider, the owner or operator must provide must provide 

information or visual examination of safety or accommodation requirements. (600.746) 
 

 Ensure a crew member is onboard whenever the observer is housed on a vessel 
 

 Return to port within 36 hours of the last haul sampled by the observer if an observer is unable to perform their duties 

for any reason 

 

For more information on this issue or any other groundfish related issues, please see: 

www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/groundfish or call 206-526-6140 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And don’t forget to 

check out the Coast 

Guard’s website for 

your decal needs. 

www.uscg.mil/d13/cfvs 

 

http://www.westcoast.fisheries.noaa.gov/groundfish



