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MEMORANDUM FOR: Scott Rumsey 

Acting Regional Administrator, West Coast Region 
 
FROM:  Jonathan M. Kurland 

Regional Administrator, Alaska Region 
 
SUBJECT:  2022 Annual Report for the Alaska Groundfish Fisheries Chinook 

Salmon Incidental Catch and Endangered Species Act Consultation  
 
We are providing to you the annual report on salmon incidental catch in the Alaska groundfish 
fisheries, including current information on salmon bycatch reduction measures and sources for 
the genetic composition of salmon caught in these fisheries.  This report updates previous annual 
reports on salmon incidental catch and includes— 

• 2022 data on salmon incidental catch in groundfish fisheries, and    

• a link to information on NMFS’s efforts to reduce the incidental catch of salmon 
in groundfish fisheries, and 

• a note that there is an updated genetics program website which is a reference point 
for the genetics tech memos on salmon bycatch. 

This report fulfills one of the terms and conditions of the December 2, 2009, and the January 11, 
2007 (NMFS 2009 and NMFS 2007), supplements to the November 30, 2000, biological opinion 
(BiOp) regarding authorization of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands (BSAI) and Gulf of 
Alaska (GOA) groundfish fisheries (NMFS 2000).   
 
The most recent BiOp that addresses incidental catch of Chinook salmon in the GOA groundfish 
fisheries is the supplemental BiOp issued on January 9, 2012. This BiOp concluded that the 
GOA groundfish fisheries are not likely to jeopardize the continued existence of listed salmon 
evolutionarily significant units (ESUs) (NMFS 2012).   
 
The North Pacific Observer Program bycatch sampling data from 2022 will be forthcoming in 
the fall of 2023. The coded wire tag (CWT) data from 2022 will also be forthcoming in the fall 
of 2023 after NMFS Alaska Fisheries Science Center staff can access the CWT database and 
after CWT numbers are merged with data on stock of origin, hatchery, and location of origin.  
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Data Reports: Accounting for Chinook Salmon Incidental Catch in the GOA and BSAI 
Groundfish Fisheries 
Tables 1 through 5 provide data on the incidental catch of Chinook salmon by fishery type or 
target fishery, quarter, and from Western Alaska Community Development Quota (CDQ) 
Program and non-CDQ Program sources. The annual Chinook salmon incidental catch data in 
these tables are periodically updated. For example, NMFS updated Tables 1 and 2 on January 17, 
2023, while Tables 3, 4, and 5 are automatically updated on a monthly basis. These slightly 
different revision dates account for small differences in some of the incidental catch estimates in 
Tables 1 and 2 versus 3, 4, and 5.   
 
Tables 1 and 2 provide annual estimates of Chinook salmon incidental catch by fishery target for 
the groundfish trawl and non-trawl fisheries for the BSAI and GOA from 2008 through 2022. In 
2022, the majority of the incidental catch of Chinook salmon in the BSAI and GOA occurred in 
the pollock pelagic trawl fishery. Tables 3 through 5 provide seasonal or quarterly Chinook 
salmon incidental catch estimates by pollock and non-pollock fishery categories.  
 
The amount of Chinook salmon incidental catch in the Alaska groundfish fisheries in 2022 
(Tables 1 and 2) was below the incidental take statement amounts for both the BSAI and GOA 
groundfish fisheries.  
  

Groundfish 
Fishery BSAI Pollock Trawl BSAI Non-Pollock 

trawl and non-trawl 

GOA Pollock and 
Non-Pollock Fisheries 
trawl and non-trawl 

Chinook Incidental 
Take Statement 

47,591 to 60,000 
Chinook salmon1 

8,745 
Chinook salmon2 

40,000 
Chinook salmon2 

2022 Incidental 
Catch of Chinook 
Salmon 

6,337 1,927 14,549 

 
The amount of Chinook salmon incidental catch in the BSAI groundfish fisheries in 2022 was 
8,264 salmon (Table 1). Of this amount, 6,337 Chinook salmon were caught in the Bering Sea 
pollock trawl fishery. The amount of Chinook salmon incidental catch in the 2022 BSAI non-
pollock groundfish fisheries was 1,927 salmon, which is below the incidental take statement 
amount for the non-pollock trawl fishery of 8,745 established in the 2009 BiOp.  
 
The amount of Chinook salmon incidental catch in the GOA groundfish fisheries in 2022 was 
14,549 salmon (Table 2). Of this amount, 13,121Chinook salmon were caught in the GOA 
pollock trawl fishery. The total Chinook salmon incidental catch in the GOA was below the 
annual incidental take limit of 40,000 Chinook salmon established in the 2012 BiOp for 
groundfish fisheries of the GOA (NMFS 2012). 
 

                                                      
1 See the 2009 BiOp (NMFS 2009) for Amendment 91 to the BSAI fishery management plan. The incidental take 

statement includes the Chinook prohibited species catch limit for non-trawl groundfish of 8,745 salmon. 
2 See the 2012 section 7 consultation for GOA groundfish fisheries (NMFS 2012), which supercedes the 2000 

Consultation for the GOA (NMFS 2000). 
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Current Genetic Analysis of Salmon Incidental Catch in the BSAI and GOA 
An updated genetics program website is now a reference point for the genetics tech memos on 
salmon bycatch at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/science-data/genetics-research-alaska-
fisheries-science-center 
 
The memos can be found listed by year toward the bottom of the page. Updated memos should 
post by this fall of 2023. 
 
Groundfish Management Measures for Salmon Incidental Catch in Groundfish Fisheries 
This information can be found at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/bycatch/chinook-
salmon-bycatch-management-alaska 
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Table 1. BSAI groundfish fisheries total Chinook salmon incidental catch compared against total groundfish catch: 2008 through 2022 

 

Updated January 17, 2023  
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Table 2. GOA groundfish fisheries total Chinook salmon incidental catch compared against total groundfish catch: 2008 through 2022 

 

Updated January 17, 2023
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Table 3. Chinook salmon mortality in BSAI groundfish fisheries (including pollock) 
 

 
 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/chinook_salmon_mortality2022.html. Accessed January 19, 
2023  

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/chinook_salmon_mortality2022.html
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Table 4. Chinook salmon mortality in BSAI pollock directed fisheries. 
 

 
 

 
 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/chinook_salmon_mortality2022.html. Accessed January 19, 
2023

 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/chinook_salmon_mortality2022.html
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Table 5. Chinook salmon incidental catch (numbers of salmon) by quarter from 1991 through 2022 in the GOA 
pollock and other non-pollock groundfish fisheries 

 

 
 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/goasalmonmort2022.html. Accessed January 19, 2023 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/sites/default/files/akro/goasalmonmort2022.html

