






 

 

 
March 15, 2023 

 
The Honorable Gina M. Raimondo 
Secretary 
Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 
 
 
Dear Secretary Raimondo, 
 
 Please find attached the completed applications from three qualified individuals who I am 
pleased to nominate for the South Atlantic Fishery Management Council At-Large seat currently 
held by Kerry Marhefka of South Carolina, who is completing her first term on the Council and 
is eligible for reappointment for this seat, to become vacant on August 10, 2023.   
 
 Based on their training, experience, knowledge, and occupational background each of 
these applicants meets the requirements listed in Section 302(b)(2)(A) of the Magnuson-Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act. Specific qualifications of each include: 
 

- Anthony Constant (Recreational Sector) – Life-long recreational fisherman; Lives in a 
commercial fishing area, shrimping boats; 20 years charter experience in the South 
Atlantic and Gulf, inshore and offshore; Decked larger sportfish boats in tournaments 
from the Bahamas up to the Outer Banks; Captained many tournament boats in the South 
Atlantic; Owned and operated a tackle/boating store in Beaufort, S.C.; Dock Master for 
Port Royal Landing Marina for about six years; Weigh Master for the Southern Redfish 
Tournament Trail for seven years; involved in many tournaments – working and 
competing; CCA S.C. State Board Member; CCA National Board Member; SAFMC 
Grouper/Snapper AP Board Member; Commercial License General Contractor – water 
endorsement 

 
- Stephen Goldfinch (Recreational Sector) – BS Biology, MBA, J.D. Life-long recreational 

fisherman; represents South Carolina Senate District 34 (Charleston, Georgetown & 
Horry Counties) and resides in Murrells Inlet; member of the S.C. Senate Fish, Game and 
Forestry Committee for 10 years, as well as the S.C. Senate Agriculture and Natural 



Resources Committee; 25 years as a commercial spear fisherman and a Master Captain 
for over 20 years; member of the Coastal Conservation Association and owner of an 
outdoor publication promoting fishing and the fishing industry, Trilogy Outdoors, LLC; 
dedicated to resolving environmental and coastal concerns surrounding coastal marine 
fishing. 
 

- Kerry Marhefka (Commercial Sector) – BS, Marine Biology; 10 years of experience as a 
fisheries biologist on staff with the SAFMC; over 14 years of experience in the direct 
operation of a successful multi-facetted family-run commercial fishing business, 
involving vessel ownership, fishing, wholesale, and retail activities; over 22 years of 
experience working for and with the SAFMC, including current service in her first term 
as a productive Council member. She currently serves as Chair of the Council’s Dolphin 
Wahoo and Citizen Science Committees, Vice Chair of the Snapper Grouper Committee, 
and an active member of six other important SAFMC Committees. 

 
The individuals nominated were selected after extensive consultation with representatives 

of South Carolina’s commercial and recreational fishing communities as well as the 
following fishery and natural resource-focused individuals, organizations, and groups: 

 
- South Carolina Council for Sustainable Fishing 
- South Carolina Coastal Fishing Guide Association 
- South Carolina Sea Grant Consortium 
- Key Commercial Seafood Dealers and Charterboat Operators 
- Previous SAFMC members with commercial fisheries backgrounds 
- Previous Council seat applicants 
- SAFMC staff and Council members with knowledge of SC fisheries 
- SCDNR Office of Fisheries Management staff  

 
In accordance with guidance provided in the Governor’s Guidance Kit for Nominations 

to Regional Fishery Management Councils, qualified women/and or minority candidates were 
sought out and considered, and one woman candidate is being nominated.  All nominees have 
undergone initial background reviews with no issues detected.  

 
Thank you for the opportunity to submit the names of these three fine candidates as 

nominees for this soon to be vacated At-Large seat on the South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council. If you have any questions or require any other information necessary in the 
consideration of this nomination package, please do not hesitate to contact my staff. 

 
      
     Yours very truly, 
 
 
 
      

      Henry McMaster 
    
 

HM/kq 
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