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• Carr tunnels

• Trinity River
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Water year 2019

Reservoir Inflow: 1.6 MAF

Restoration flow release: 702 TAF (42%)

Diversion to Sacramento: 426 TAF (25%)

Reservoir Storage 9/30: 2.0 MAF

MAF = million acre feet
TAF = thousand acre feet
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Water year 2020

Reservoir Inflow: 472 TAF

Restoration flow release: 369 TAF (78%)

Diversion to Sacramento: 811 TAF (172%)

Reservoir Storage 9/30: 1.3 MAF

MAF = million acre feet
TAF = thousand acre feet
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Water year 2021

Reservoir Inflow: 343 TAF

Restoration flow release: 372 TAF (108%)

Diversion to Sacramento: 604 TAF (176%)

Reservoir Storage 9/30: 710 TAF

MAF = million acre feet
TAF = thousand acre feet
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Water year 2022

Reservoir Inflow: 507 TAF

Restoration flow release: 364 TAF (72%)

Diversion to Sacramento: 252 TAF (50%)

Reservoir Storage 9/30: 553 TAF

MAF = million acre feet
TAF = thousand acre feet
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Annual average Since 2004

Reservoir Inflow: 1.2 MAF

Restoration flow release: 555 TAF (46%)

Diversion to Sacramento: 601 TAF (50%)

Other river releases (dam safety, 
ceremonial releases, etc): 45 TAF (4%)

MAF = million acre feet
TAF = thousand acre feet
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• In some years, the winter 
flow action benefits Trinity 
Reservoir storage, in other 
years storage is the same

• Never reduces reservoir 
storage to less than it 
would be otherwise

Water year 2017

Winter flow action uses the same amount of water as 
has been used in the last 20 years
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Why do we need winter flow releases?
“Simplistic, static, environmental flow rules are misguided and will ultimately 
contribute to further degradation of river ecosystems”-Arthington et al 2006
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Why do we need winter flow releases?

Constant low flows in the winter are harmful to rivers 
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Why do we need winter flow releases?

To move sediment at the right time of year

Deadwood Creek
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To make more habitat and more food for young salmon and steelhead

Why do we need winter flow releases?
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To provide the best temperatures we can for growing young salmon and steelhead

Why do we need winter flow releases?

High flow releases in 
the spring drop water 
temperatures
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Ask me anytime!  
seth.naman@noaa.gov

Why do we need winter flow releases?
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