
 

 

October 2, 2024 
 
Jolie Harrison 
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division 
Office of Protected Resources 
National Marine Fisheries Service 
1315 East-West highway 
Silver Spring, MD 20910 
 
Re: Blue Hill, Falls Bridge #5038 Replacement Project (WIN 17712.00) Marine 

Mammal Monitoring Report 
 
Dear Ms. Harrison: 
  

The following is the annual report for marine mammal monitoring at the Blue Hill Falls Bridge 
Project. All project related pile installation was completed under the initial IHA and reported in 
December, 2022. Subsequently, a renewal IHA was granted for pile removal activities and the 
effective dates of the renewed IHA were from July 1, 2023 through June 30, 2024. At the time, 
MaineDOT/FHWA were unsure if vibratory removal methods would be used by the contractor. 

The contractor completed temporary work trestle pile removal between November 27 and 
December 8, 2023. All piles were cut to a minimum of 1-foot below substrate, where feasible, or 
flush cut to substrate, where bedrock was present. Vibratory pile removal techniques were not 
used; therefore, marine mammal monitoring was not required.  

There are no instances of marine mammal harassment to report under the July 1, 2023 to June 
30, 2024 authorization.   

 

 

 

Justin Sweitzer 
Natural Resources Division Manager 
Maine DOT – Environmental Office 
 


