
Public Fishing Access

Site Register
NOAA Fisheries’ public saltwater fishing access 
site register is an important tool the agency uses 
to determine where, when, and how frequently 
state field interviewers visit sites to interview 
anglers about their catch. Data from these 
interviews help us produce estimates of total catch 
for many species, which informs stock assessments 
and sustainable fisheries management decisions.  
This online database provides key details for nearly 
5,300 fishing sites along the Atlantic and Gulf 
coasts, and in Puerto Rico and Hawai‘i. The register 
includes amenities like boat ramps, tackle shops, 
fuel docks, cleaning stations, nighttime lighting, 
and nearby restaurants and hotels. All of these 
characteristics inform our understanding of who 
uses the site and the type of fishing they do.

State partners provide us with updates or 
changes in site operation and access due 
to such factors as construction 
or storm damage.

Example of an 
interview assignment 
drawn from a site 
register entry

Location
Bogue Inlet Fishing Pier
Emerald Isle, NC

Time frame when 
sampling will be taking 
place:
Weekend day (Fri.-Sun.) in 
June, 2 p.m.-8 p.m.

Fishing mode to be 
sampled at this site:
Shore

Estimated number of 
anglers expected to be 
fishing during this time 
frame, in this mode, at this 
site
50-79

Site characteristics
Fishing activity not affected 
by tide; fee charged for 
public use

Site amenities
Bait and tackle shops, 
cleaning stations, lighting at 
night, restaurant and lodging 
on-site and in vicinityThe site register is 

also useful for 
anglers looking for 
good places to fish.

Help Keep the Register Up-to-Date
If you find missing, incomplete, or inaccurate information in the 

site register, please email fisheries.mrip@NOAA.gov.

Learn more and visit the site register at 
countmyfish.noaa.gov. 
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http://countmyfish.noaa.gov
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The site register includes information about the number of anglers who 
fish at a site and whether they're fishing from shore, a private boat, or a 
for-hire vessel. These two factors help us determine how, where, when, 
and who to interview about their fishing trips through in-person surveys, 
such as the Florida State Reef Fish Survey and NOAA Fisheries’ Access 
Point Angler Intercept Survey.

Fishing Mode
Anglers fishing in different modes may target different species or catch different 
size fish, which is important to know when selecting sites for interviews.

Shore Private/Rental Boat For-Hire

Site Pressure
Knowing how busy a fishing site is 
during the day, at night, or over 
the weekend helps our state field 
interviewers be more efficient so 
that we can produce data that is 
representative of similar fishing 
trips. We send interviewers to 
high-activity sites more 
frequently, but include low-activity 
sites to help obtain a 
representative sample and 
capture variation in fishing 
activity. If we only sampled at 
sites with high fishing activity, the 
resulting data would be skewed.

Site Pressure Categories

0 Anglers

1-4 Anglers

5-8 Anglers

9-12 Anglers

13-19 Anglers

20-29 Anglers

30-49 Anglers

50-79 Anglers

80+ Anglers




