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CAMS Timeline

2025-Present
CAMS data are used for both 
science and management. 
Familiarization for data users 
and socialization for external 
partners is ongoing. The CAMS 
Development Team continues 
to enhance the system as we 
learn more about the power 
of CAMS.

Feb. 2025
CAMS 2.0 released

Oct. 2023
CAMS goes live 

Jan. 2023
An independent peer 
review approves CAMS as a 
single source for commercial 
fishery data for quota 
monitoring and stock 
assessment in the Greater 
Atlantic Region. Read the
Summary Report.

Nov. 2019
CAMS project launched by 
GARFO and NEFSC

Background
Prior to CAMS, fishery-
dependent data sets lived in 
two places, one built for quota 
monitoring and the other built 
for science and research. The 
CAMS project sets out to unify 
these two massive data sets 
allowing both fishery scientists 
and managers to query a 
single data source. 

Catch Accounting and 
Monitoring System (CAMS)
What Is CAMS?
CAMS is a single, comprehensive data source for all U.S. commercial catch, 
including landings and discards. It replaces “two sets of books” in a singular 
data source that reduces confusion and improves efficiency and accuracy.

Is CAMS Being Used Now?
Yes. An independent peer review in 2023 accepted CAMS for use. It is the 
unified source of commercial catch data for both science and management 
used by the Northeast Fisheries Science Center and the Greater Atlantic 
Regional Fisheries Office.

FAQS For Data Users
WHAT DATA SOURCES GO INTO CAMS?
• Vessel reports (logbooks)
• State and federal dealer info
• Observer and permit info
• VMS declarations
• Biosampling

WHAT ARE THE OUTPUTS?
• Landing measurements from dealer weigh 

outs
• Value, effort, and discards by species
• Length and age for landings data
• Uncertainty estimates for discards

IS IT UPDATED?
Yes, CAMS is dynamic and updated weekly 
with the latest discards and landing data. 
CAMS is also built so that further 
development can occur as explained in the 
“Policy on New Data Input Streams and 
Methods”

WHO CAN ACCESS CAMS? 
NOAA staff from both the NEFSC and GARFO 
should visit the Quick Start Guides to learn 
how. For specific questions contact 
nmfs.gar.camshelp@noaa.gov

WANT TO LEARN MORE?
For a full explanation of the 
methods, processes, and 
business rules used in CAMS 
visit the CAMS webpage. 

FAQS For Industry
IS CAMS USED IN QUOTA MONITORING?
Yes, CAMS data is used for monitoring Annual 
Catch Limits (ACLs), sub-ACLs, and other 
regulatory measures. Quota's are not based 
solely on commercial data, but on 
assessments that draw from broader data.

IS CAMS USED IN STOCK ASSESSMENTS? 
Yes, data drawn from CAMS are used in both 
research and management track stock 
assessments along with that from other 
relevant data sources. It is also used for 
protected resource population estimates and 
ecosystem modeling.

WILL CAMS CHANGE THE WAY I REPORT 
DATA? 
No, report landings and discards in the same 
way as you have been. 

WILL IT BE USED IN MANAGEMENT 
DECISIONS? 
Yes, data held in CAMS are used in stock 
assessments that inform management.
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https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/cams/articles/change_management_plan.html#draft-addendum-to-the-cams-change-management-plan
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/cams/articles/relationship_diagrams.html
mailto:nmfs.gar.camshelp@noaa.gov
https://www.greateratlantic.fisheries.noaa.gov/ro/fso/reports/cams/index.html
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