
 
  

  
  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 

 
   

 
 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE 
PACIFIC AIR FORCES REGIONAL SUPPORT CENTER 

JOINT BASE ELMENDORF-RICHARDSON ALASKA 

04 December 2024 

Lieutenant Colonel Matthew R. Forney, USAF 
Commander 
611th Civil Engineer Squadron 
10471 20th Street, Suite 302 
JBER AK  99506 

Jolie Harrison, Division Chief 
Permits and Conservation Division, Office of Protected Resources 
1315 East-West Highway, F/PR1 Room 13805 
Silver Spring MD  20910 

Dear Ms. Harrison 

The United States Air Force requests a new Incidental Harassment Authorization (IHA) 
for the Eareckson Air Station Fuel Pier repair project on Shemya Island, Alaska. The attached 
current IHA expires March 31, 2025. While a renewal would normally be requested, the 
changing 2024 underwater noise technical guidance necessitates a new IHA. Construction in 
2024 was significantly delayed due to a combination of piling production issues and weather. 
The work planned for 2025 is identical to the work that has been authorized under the existing 
IHA. Only four 42” diameter piles and two 30” piles have been driven in 2024 and work is 
currently shutdown for the season due to winter weather. Construction will resume in spring 
2025 to complete the remaining work. Remaining work includes 204 42” diameter pilings and 58 
30” diameter pilings. It is estimated that 214 days will be needed to complete the remaining 
work, which is from April 1, 2025 until October 31, 2025. However, due to the difficult working 
conditions and weather, the new IHA should cover a full calendar year (April 1, 2025 through 
March 31, 2026) to allow for any remaining pilings to be installed outside of the April through 
October anticipated work window. 

Long periods of dense fog have caused significant delays during limited pile driving 
work during the 2024 season. Of particular concern is the 2,600-meter Level A shutdown down 
for low frequency cetaceans. The fog in the region is already a major factor and will always 
cause some delays. However, having to constantly observe out to 2,600 meters is likely to add a 
year to this project since almost all the pile driving is 42" Down-the-Hole (DTH). We request a 
change to have the new shutdown distance be 1,000 meters. This distance aligns well with two 
natural landmarks that make distance determination reliable and the decreased distance will aid 
significantly in completing this project in one year. Additionally, we request that 30" DTH and 
42" impact Level A zones be reduced to 1,000 meters as well. These are minor components of 
the project as most construction involves 42" DTH. 
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Protected Species Observers were present in 2024 as required and recorded two Level B 
takes: one of a harbor seal and one of a Steller sea lion. Observations show that the harbor seal 
submerged after the observation was made and that the sea lion looked in the direction of the 
sound and continued swimming.  Monitoring results collected for this project to date for this 
project do not indicate impacts of a scale or nature not previously analyzed or authorized. 
Should you or other NMFS staff have questions pertaining to the content of this request please 
feel free to contact our supporting local USACE Marine Biologist assigned to this project, Mr. 
Chris Hoffman at 907-753-5524 or via email at Christopher.A.Hoffman@usace.army.mil at your 
convenience. 

Sincerely 

Digitally signed byFORNEY.MATTHE FORNEY.MATTHEW.ROBERT. 
W.ROBERT.12570 1257000636 

Date: 2024.12.13 11:15:3900636 -09'00' 

MATTHEW R. FORNEY, Lt Col, USAF 

Attachment: 
Final-NMFS-IHA_EAR063_20240305, March 5, 2024 
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