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Little Port Walter Research Station (LPW) is a unique part of
NOAA’s Auke Bay Laboratories (ABL), located near the
southeastern tip of Baranof Island. In operation since 1934,
LPW hosts diverse research in support of sustainable fisheries
management, resilient communities and economies.

Current Research

* Chinook salmon research to support Pacific Salmon Treaty Management
in Southeast Alaska, including juvenile physiology and development

* Environmental, ecological, and evolutionary factors affecting
survival and productivity of wild salmon populations

* Walleye pollock and pacific cod life history, physiology, and age
validation in support of commercial fisheries management

* Development of aquaculture methods for Alaska waters,
with a current focus on oyster mariculture
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LPW is strategically placed on southern Chatham Strait, just inshore
from the Alaska Coastal Current and at a major entrance to the
inside waters of Southeast Alaska. The station is also the second
rainiest place in North America, receiving an average of 19ft (6m)
of precipitation per year. The station is well positioned to support a
variety of important fisheries research.

LPW hosts a diverse range of research projects and collaborations
with a focus on fisheries. The station supports both seasonal and
year-round research, with the onsite population ranging from two
people in the winter and up to 25 in the summer depending on
project needs. More than 200 peer-reviewed scientific journal
publications have come from LPW research, as well as numerous
graduate student theses, technical memos, and annual

reports. Studies at LPW have primarily focused on fisheries based
questions. However the unique setting has attracted researchers
on topics ranging from hummingbird migratory patterns to cold
water corals and sea star wasting syndrome.

LPW comprises 11 buildings. The main building, built in the 1930s
using Civilian Conservation Corps labor and materials from an
abandoned saltery, is a three-story brick structure now serving as a
residence, laboratory, and mess hall. Other facilities include two
wet-laboratories, a warehouse, wood and metal shops, a
conference room, a floating wet-lab and feed shed, several
residences for researchers and maintenance staff, and a
permanent concrete fish weir on nearby Sashin Creek. LPW is also
supported by a fleet of small vessels as well as ABL's SCUBA diving
program.
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