TiNA KOTEK
GOVERNOR

April 1, 2025

The Honorable Howard Lutnick, Secretary
U.S. Department of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20230

Dear Secretary Lutnick:

I am writing to formally request the consideration of a Federal Fishery Disaster Declaration
under section 312(a) of the Magnusen-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, for
the 2024 Oregon troll salmon fishery. Environmental and ecological disruptions have severely
affected the salmon populations along our coast leading to severe economic impacts on
distressed fishing communities and reliant businesses. A disaster declaration will help provide
economic relief and ensure that Oregon’s coastal communities remain viable while the State
works closely with federal and tribal partners to rebuild and restore this vital fishery.

Salmon are a vital component of Oregon’s natural resource-based economy. This fishery
provides significant commercial, recreational, economic, and aesthetic benefits to Oregon. In
2024, Oregon’s commercial troll salmon fishery suffered significant losses due to a combination
of factors including significant ocean temperature anomalies, changes in ocean currents, and
environmental degradation affecting critical salmon habitat. As a result, several key salmon
stocks such as Klamath and Sacramento fall Chinook were significantly smaller than anticipated,
leading to a dramatic reduction in season length, catch limits, economic hardships for our
fishermen, and profound consequences for the local communities that depend on this vital
industry.

The economic impact of the 2024 season, which follows several consecutive poor fishing
seasons, has been devastating to the state’s coastal communities, particularly for small
businesses, local economies, and workers who rely on the stability of this industry. The revenue
losses are substantial, and the ongoing uncertainty about future seasons further exacerbates the
financial strain. Oregon stands ready to assist in any way necessary to facilitate the declaration
process and is committed to ensuring that fishery stakeholders receive the support they urgently
need. Shaun Clements, Deputy Director of Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, has been
designated as the Oregon state coordinator for this request and can be reached at 541-223-8437
or shaun.clements@odfw.oregon.gov.
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Thank you for your consideration of this important request. We look forward to your timely
response and appreciate your continued support of Oregon’s fishing communities.

Sincerely,

Pl

Governor Tina Kotek

cc: The Honorable Ron Wyden, Senator
The Honorable Jeff Merkley, Senator
The Honorable Suzanne Bonamici, Congresswoman, Oregon’s 1% District
The Honorable Cliff Bentz, Congressman, Oregon’s 2™ District
The Honorable Maxine Dexter, Congresswoman, Oregon’s 3™ District
The Honorable Valerie Hoyle, Congresswoman, Oregon’s 4" District
The Honorable Janelle Bynum, Congresswoman, Oregon’s 5th District
The Honorable Andrea Salinas, Congresswoman, Oregon’s 6" District
Debbie Colbert, Director, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife
Justin Ainsworth, Marine Program Manager, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife



