
June 12, 2025 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Timothy J. Greene, Sr.  
Chairman 
Makah Tribal Council 
P.O. Box 115 
Neah Bay, WA 98357 
 
Dear Mr. Greene: 
 
Thank you for your January 7, 2025, letter requesting a fishery resource disaster determination 
pursuant to the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA) for the 
2020 and 2021 Ocean Treaty Troll fishery. The Secretary of Commerce will evaluate your 
request pursuant to the relevant congressional direction contained within the 2025 American 
Relief Act (Public Law 118-158).1 I am responding on behalf of the Secretary to acknowledge 
receipt of your request and to inform you that the Secretary is required to respond with a 
determination within 120 days after receipt of all the necessary data to conduct the analysis. 
 
The National Marine Fisheries Service conducts the evaluation needed for the Secretary’s fishery 
resource disaster determinations. Specifically, the following requirements must be met in order 
for the Secretary to make a positive fishery resource disaster determination: 1) the cause for a 
fishery resource disaster2 must be an allowable cause under the MSA and 2) there must be an 
economic or subsistence impact stemming from the fishery resource disaster that supports a 
determination of a fishery resource disaster under MSA 312(a). The MSA requires that a fishery 
resource disaster must be a result of a natural cause, discrete anthropogenic cause,3 or 
undetermined cause, including a cause that occurred not more than 5 years prior to the date of a 
request for a fishery resource disaster determination that affected such applicable fishery. 

We will work with the Makah Tribe to assess whether a fishery resource disaster has occurred 
under the MSA. 

                                                
1 “...Provided, That notwithstanding section 312(a)(3)(A) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 
Management Act (18 U.S.C. 1861a(a)(3)(A)), any request for a fishery resource disaster determination in Tribal 
salmon and urchin fisheries received by the Secretary” (P.L. 118-158)  
2 Fishery resource disaster means a disaster that is determined by the Secretary as follows: due to an unexpected, 
large decrease in fish stock biomass or other change that results in significant loss of access to the fishery resource, 
which may include loss of fishing vessels and gear, for a substantial period of time, and results in significant revenue 
loss or negative subsistence impact due to an allowable cause; but does not include - reasonably predictable, 
foreseeable, and recurrent fishery cyclical variations in species distribution or stock abundance; or reductions in 
fishing opportunities resulting from conservation and management measures taken pursuant to the MSA.  
3 An anthropogenic cause means an anthropogenic event, such as an oil spill or spillway opening that could not have 
been addressed or prevented by fishery management measures; and that is otherwise beyond the control of fishery 
managers to mitigate through conservation and management measures, including regulatory restrictions imposed as 
a result of judicial action or to protect human health or animals, plants, or habitats. 



Based on our initial review of your request, we need the following information to assess whether 
a fishery resource disaster has occurred. You have up to 1 year from the date of this 
acknowledgment letter to submit all necessary information. To ensure we have a complete 
request, please provide all of the following information to our West Coast Region point of 
contact Frank Lockhart at frank.lockhart@noaa.gov: 
 

● A clear definition of the fishery(ies) and sector(s) (e.g., commercial, dealer/processors) or 
components thereof (e.g., the for-hire component of the recreational sector), including 
identification of the appropriate fishery management entity or entities (federal or non-
federal). 

● Twelve months of finalized revenue data for the affected fishery(ies) and sector(s) or 
components thereof of the requested fishery resource disaster. 

● Annual revenues of the affected fishery by sector for the most recent 5 years when there 
were no positive fishery resource disaster determinations. 

● Any additional information you are able to provide about the cause of the fishery 
resource disaster (e.g., published research, stock assessments, state reports, status of 
recovery from previous fishery resource disasters).   

● Additional information on any negative impacts on ceremonial or subsistence fishing 
activities. 

We look forward to working with you on this request. If you have any questions, please contact 
Kelly Denit, Director of NOAA’s Office of Sustainable Fisheries, at kelly.denit@noaa.gov. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
 

Eugenio Piñeiro Soler 
Assistant Administrator 

           for Fisheries 
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