Marine Mammal Protection Act Import Provisions
Comparability Finding Application Final Report

Es%nms Barbados

Summary

Based on Barbados’ initial application, its responses to the clarification questions, and the information
described below, NMFS has determined that Barbados’ one export fishery: fishery ID* 233 is comparable
in effectiveness to the U.S. regulatory program.

Barbados’ Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Act adopted in May 2025 prohibits the
intentional killing or serious injury of marine mammals. Barbados implements monitoring in its one
export fishery. The marine mammals that overlap with Barbados’ fishery are not considered to be 16
U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks and there is no known bycatch of these stocks.

Comparability Finding Analysis

1. Does the nation have a prohibition on the intentional killing or serious injury of marine
mammals in the course of commercial fishing operations? OR Does the nation have
procedures to reliably certify that fish and fish products were not caught in association
with the intentional killing or serious injury of marine mammals in the course of
commercial fishing operations?

Response: Yes. Barbados’ Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Act, 2025 was enacted

on May 12, 2025.

Article 18(1) of the Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Act, 2025 notes that “No
person shall hunt, capture, possess, trade in, intentionally kill, injure or harass any endangered species.”
Subsidiary regulations are to further specify that it is illegal to, inter alia take, intentionally kill, harm,
endanger or injure, land, possess, sell or expose for sale or buy a number of species referred to as
“prohibited species” which includes, inter alia, all cetaceans, turtles and their eggs, whale shark,
Caribbean electric ray, Giant Manta Ray, Daggernose Shark, Largetooth and Smalltooth sawfish, and the
shortfin mako shark.

2. Does the nation have a Marine Mammal Bycatch Reduction Program? A bycatch reduction
program, for purposes of compliance with the import provisions, is defined as having the
following components:

1 The Fishery ID number is NOAA’s internal reference number from our IAICRS database and has no other
independent meaning.
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a. The ability to control/monitor its fishing operations that may take marine mammals
(e.g., authorizations, permits, licenses, and/or registrations for vessels)

Response: Yes. Part XlI (Articles 67-85) of Barbados’ Sustainable Fisheries Management and
Development Act, 2025, details the vessel registration scheme for vessels operating in Barbados’ waters.
Article 67(1) states that “no person shall operate a fishing vessel or other sea-going craft used for fishing
or related activities in Barbados waters, unless the fishing vessel or sea-going craft (a) is registered and
the owner is in possession of a valid certificate of registration of a Barbados fishing vessel issued in
respect of that vessel or other sea-going craft, as prescribed under this Act; and (b) has insurance
coverage or cover in an equivalent form of financial security against risk of loss or damage to third
parties. The Act additionally requires registration for Foreign Fishing vessels operating in Barbados (Part
XIl) and vessels engaged in international sea-going fishing activities (Part XIV). Barbados additionally
requires vessel operators of any vessel class or description to hold a fishing license (Part XVI, article
127). A commercial fishing license is additionally required for registered fishing vessels to be put to
commercial use ((Part XVI, article 131).

b. A program to monitor its fisheries for incidences of marine mammal mortality and
serious injury in the course of commercial fishing operations

Response: Yes. Barbados has fishermen interviews in place at 50% coverage for its one export fishery.
Barbados provided its new report forms that were developed to begin collecting marine mammal
bycatch information via its dockside interview programme. Since 1 November 2023, Barbados notes that
it has increased its data collection team by five and has assigned them to previously unmonitored
secondary and tertiary landing sites to gather more comprehensive data on fish catches, fishing trip
details, and economic information.

Additionally, Barbados noted that the use of electronic monitoring systems for longline vessels with
Shellcatch is being piloted as part of the regional REBYC-IIl CLME+ project aimed at managing bycatch
and reducing discards.

c. Arequirement to report all marine mammal mortality and serious injury in the course
of commercial fishing operations

Response: Yes. Article 18(2) of Barbados’ Sustainable Fisheries Management and Development Act,
2025 requires the reporting of accidental catches of endangered species to the Chief Fisheries Officer.
The master of all commercial vessels that have been given permission to fish in the waters of Barbados
or fly the flag of Barbados must also maintain records of all fishing activities for every trip that includes
the typical logbook records (e.g., fishing locations, fishing gear used, the number and weight of fish of
each species caught).

d. Prioritization of fisheries for mitigation of unsustainable marine mammal bycatch as
described in 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) (in particular those over the bycatch limit, of small
population size, or declining rapidly, based on available financial resources) in
response to reported bycatch occurring in fishing operations. Prioritization of fisheries
should be similar to U.S. take reduction teams and development of take reduction
plans and including an evaluation of whether the nation has provided a bycatch limit
and whether that bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stock(s), and
whether any mitigation is effective or reconsidered if not effective.
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Response: Barbados has no known bycatch of 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks. Barbados interviewed
fishermen from September to October 2021 about historical interactions with marine mammals over the
previous 5 years. Barbados stated that no mortalities were reported. Barbados recently expanded its
marine mammal monitoring programs and no marine mammal interactions have been reported thus far.
Barbados has endangered sperm whales in its waters, but Barbados indicated that it does not expect to
overlap with sperm whales during commercial fishing operations. The marine mammals that overlap
with Barbados’ fishery are not considered to be 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks.

Although Barbados is still developing its monitoring programs to clarify the marine mammal bycatch
levels in its commercial fisheries, Barbados has begun implementing practices and drafting measures to
mitigate and reduce bycatch in its fisheries. Barbados notes that it conducts fishermen education
programs and captain and crew training for marine mammal bycatch mitigation in its export fishery.
Additionally, its draft regulation includes mandates for vessels to carry appropriate and functional gear
to be used in the release of animals interacting with the fishing gear. Additionally, Barbados indicates
that it plans to start a research program and will analyze information from the program to determine
most appropriate mitigation strategies in the future.

3. Does the nation ban the use of large-scale high seas drift gillnet gear or other gear
prohibited for use by U.S. fishermen?

Response: While no information in Barbados’ application materials suggests that Barbados prohibits the

use of large-scale driftnet fishing, none of Barbados’ fisheries use large-scale drift gillnet gear, and no

other information submitted suggests it uses gear prohibited by the United States.

4. Does the nation implement marine mammal bycatch reduction measures in fisheries
regulated under a regional fishery management organization (RFMO), which are required
for U.S. fishermen by that RFMO?

Response: Barbados’ export fishery operates under ICCAT, and ICCAT does not have any binding marine

mammal bycatch mitigation requirements. However, it should be noted that Barbados has received

ICCAT compliance letters due to lack of observer programs the past several years. Barbados has plans in

place to comply with observer program requirements in its Fisheries Regulations to be enacted.

5. In cases where a U.S. Take Reduction Team has implemented marine mammal bycatch
reduction measures for transboundary stocks shared with the United States, are the
nation’s measures similar or comparable in effectiveness? (Include in the response if the
nation has provided a bycatch limit and if the bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. §
1387(f)(3) stocks, either in one fishery or cumulatively over a number of fisheries)

Response: The United States has developed and implemented the Atlantic Pelagic Longline Take

Reduction Plan (PLTRP) to address mortality and serious injury of the Western North Atlantic stock of

short-finned pilot whales incidental to the Atlantic Pelagic Longline fishery. The Western North Atlantic

stock is currently being managed separately from the northern Gulf of Mexico and the Puerto Rico and

U.S. Virgin Islands stocks.

For purposes of this comparability finding, the United States and Barbados do not share a transboundary
stock of short-finned pilot whales subject to a TRP. Instead, Barbados’ export fishery may interact with

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service 3



Marine Mammal Protection Act Import Provisions Comparability Finding Application Final Report | Barbados

the Puerto Rico and U.S. Virgin Islands short-finned pilot whale stock, which is not managed under a U.S.
TRP.

Furthermore, short-finned pilot whales are not endangered and are not considered to be of small
population size, or declining rapidly as described in 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3); however, Barbados is still
implementing its monitoring program so it is unknown if any of Barbados’ marine mammal stocks are
over the bycatch limit.

6. For marine mammal stocks that are not transboundary but are considered at high risk of
extinction, does the nation implement mitigation/risk reduction measures comparable to
what is or would be required in the United States? (Include in the response if the nation
has provided a bycatch limit and if the bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. §
1387(f)(3) stocks, either in one fishery or cumulatively over a number of fisheries)

Response: Not applicable. Barbados’ fisheries do not interact with marine mammals at a high risk of

extinction.

Additional Considerations

In reviewing a nation’s fisheries and marine mammals stocks, how do they compare to:

1. U.S.implementation of its regulatory program for similar marine mammal stocks and
similar fisheries (e.g., considering gear or target species), including transboundary stocks
governed by regulations implementing a take reduction plan (50 CFR § 229.2), and any
other relevant information received during consultations

Response: The last Stock Assessment Report for the Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Island stock of

short-finned pilot whales was conducted in 2011. At that time, the population abundance, population

trend, potential biological removal, and status of the stock was unknown. This stock is not included in
the U.S. Atlantic Pelagic Longline Take Reduction Plan (PLTRP).

2. 1The extent to which the harvesting nation has successfully implemented measures in the
export fishery to reduce the incidental mortality and serious injury of marine mammals
caused by the harvesting nation's export fisheries to levels below the bycatch limit

Response: Not Applicable.

3. Whether the measures adopted by the harvesting nation for its export fishery have
reduced or will likely reduce the cumulative incidental mortality and serious injury of each
marine mammal stock below the bycatch limit, and the progress of the regulatory
program toward achieving its objectives

Response: Not Applicable.

4. Other relevant facts and circumstances, which may include the history and nature of
interactions with marine mammals in this export fishery, whether the level of incidental
mortality and serious injury resulting from the fishery or fisheries exceeds the bycatch
limit for a marine mammal stock, the population size and trend of the marine mammal
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stock, and the population level impacts of the incidental mortality or serious injury of
marine mammals in a harvesting nation's export fisheries and the conservation status of
those marine mammal stocks where available
Response: Barbados’ export fishery is likely to interact with the Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Island
short-finned pilot whale stock. However, the U.S. does not have data indicating that PBR has been
exceeded, and there are no TRP management requirements for this stock. As stated above, the stock is
not otherwise considered endangered.

5. The record of consultations under 50 CFR § 216.24(h)(5) of this section with the harvesting
nation, results of these consultations, and actions taken by the harvesting nation and
under any applicable intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery management
organization to reduce the incidental mortality and serious injury of marine mammals in
its export fisheries

Response: NMFS held a consultation with Barbados in September 2021. Barbados was responsive to

guestions asked during the evaluation period.

6. Information gathered during onsite inspection by U.S. government officials of a fishery's
operations

Response: Not Applicable.

7. For export fisheries operating on the high seas under an applicable intergovernmental
agreement or regional fishery management organization to which the United States is a
party, the harvesting nation's record of implementation of, or compliance with, measures
adopted by that regional fishery management organization or intergovernmental
agreement for data collection, incidental mortality and serious injury mitigation or the
conservation and management of marine mammals; whether the harvesting nation is a
party or cooperating non-party to such intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery
management organization; the record of United States implementation of such measures;
and whether the United States has imposed additional measures on its fleet not required
by an intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery management organization

Response: Not Applicable.

8. For export fisheries operating on the high seas under an applicable intergovernmental
agreement or regional fisheries management organization to which the United States is
not a party, the harvesting nation's implementation of and compliance with measures,
adopted by that regional fisheries management organization or intergovernmental
agreement, and any additional measures implemented by the harvesting nation for data
collection, incidental mortality and serious injury mitigation or the conservation and
management of marine mammals and the extent to which such measures are comparable
in effectiveness to the U.S. regulatory program for similar fisheries

Response: Not Applicable.

Overall Summary for Additional Considerations
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Barbados’ export fishery is likely to interact with the transboundary Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin
Island Stock of Short Finned Pilot Whales. However, the United States does not have current abundance
or bycatch information on this stock, and it is not included in current U.S. TRPs.

Engagement History

NMFS held a consultation with Barbados in September 2021. Barbados was responsive to questions
asked during the evaluation period.
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