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Please deny IBR's Application

1 message

Jason Boursier <jboursier@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 11, 2025 at 8:08 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Dear Jolie Harrison,

| live on Hayden Island, and work on Hayden Island at Island Sailing, so this affects
me as | am against the large bridge project. It is not worth harming mammals for this
project. Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of
marine mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life!
I'm opposed to IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine
life!

Jason P. Boursier

Instructional Designer, Educator, and Content Creator
M.S. Candidate, Learning Design & Technology
Purdue University | Go Boilers!

jboursie@purdue.edu, jboursier@gmail.com

@ LinkedIn Profile, Portfolio and Training Website

R 971-300-1395

Q "I hear and | forget. | see and | remember. | do and | understand." -Confucius
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Do not allow the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project to kill Marine life
1 message

Ellen Churchill <koshin@comcast.net> Sun, Apr 13, 2025 at 11:30 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

We do not want the NMFS to grant IBR's request to kill marine life!

Best, Ellen Churchill
Hayden Island Resident

Sent from my iPhone
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Letter of Authorization
1 message

Traynor Daline <traynordaline@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 10, 2025 at 4:22 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please deny IBR’s application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine mammals incidental to the Interstate
Bridge Replacement Project (IBR)! | am opposed to IBR’s drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on our

marine life!
Sincerely

Traynor L Daline
Sent from my iPhone
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Marine Life on the Columbia
1 message

kim daline <kimdaline@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 1, 2025 at 5:27 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

As | see multiple boats fishing on the water near the I5 bridge: Please deny IBR’s application for Letter of Authorization to
harm numbers of marine mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR)! | am opposed to IBR ‘s
drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life.

Sincerely,

Kim Daline
Sent from my iPhone
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IBR Disaster

1 message

Tom Dana <thomashdana@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 10, 2025 at 11:08 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Hello,

Please stop the IBR (Interstate Bridge Replacement) project from putting in about 100 10 foot pilons 200 feet deep to
support the replacement bridge between Portland, OR and Vancouver, WA. This will be a disaster for fish in the Columbia
River for 5 to 10 years. And | have heard it said that the replacement bridge will only save 1 minute of a 30 minute
commute. What's the point?

Regards,

Tom

Tom Dana

503-954-9217
ThomasHDana@gmail.com

1501 N Hayden Island Dr, #110
Portland, OR 97217
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IBR

1 message

terry defrancisco <mybugisfunky@yahoo.com> Fri, Mar 28, 2025 at 7:08 PM
Reply-To: terry defrancisco <mybugisfunky@yahoo.com>
To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

I am concerned for the wildlife and marine mammals.

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of
marine mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR)
life! I'm opposed to IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have
on marine life.

An alternative would be to build the tunnel.

Hayden Island resident

Yahoo Mail - Email Simplified
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IBR

1 message

D F <davefarmer15362@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 2:34 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please cut the light rail part of our new bridge. My reasons are as follows

1. It costs too much even without over runs.

2. Better bus service is more flexible, could do a better job, and costs much less.

3. Riding the train with the drug addicts and stoned people is too dangerous. | have ridden the train. | would never let my
kids, wife, or other women go anywhere on it.

4. Please get a handle on the lack of ship clearance. About 62 ft. This is a significant problem.

5. Atunnel or submerged tube should be considered.

6. We need another through travel lane.

7. Trump and Musk are likely to cut much of the Federal Grants promised.
We need a bridge that costs much less.

8. We need a toll free bridge, because if there are tolls on I-5, traffic will divert to | - 205. This will be a big problem.

Thanks for your time.
Davefarmer15362@gmail.com

~Dave Farmer
davefarmer15362@gmail.com
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DON'T KILL THE.MARINE LIFE!!

1 message
Pam Ferguson <pamfergusonpdx@aim.com> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 9:30 PM
Reply-To: Pam Ferguson <pamfergusonpdx@aim.com>
To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>
Dear NOAA,

| strongly object to the harming, harassing, and killing of marine life for five years in the Columbia River during
construction of the Interstate Bridge Replacement project.

This is very un-Pacific Northwest and smacks of a lack of apathy to the feelings of local people as wll as
mostnOregonians.

There are many reasons for keeping our marine life intact. They will naturally be dissuade from the area with noise and
vibration. But to plan their removal, harrassment,.and death in advance seems very hard.

What do other construction projects do in this instance?
This program should NOT be approved.

Thank you for your attention.

Pam Ferguson

Chair, HINOON
Hayden Island Neighborhood Network
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do not approve the request by the Interstate Bridge Replacement to drill in the

Columbia River
1 message

Robinson Foster <fosterr@comcast.net> Sat, Apr 12, 2025 at 10:00 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov
Cc: Leslie Foster <Leslie_Foster@comcast.net>, Gary Clark <gary@neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org>

To: National Marine Fisheries Service

Please do not approve the request by the Interstate Bridge Replacement to drill in the Columbia River.

It is too harmful to marine life.

Robinson & Leslie Foster

2375 Falcon Drive

West Linn, OR 97068

503-781-9339
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| 5 Bridge

1 message

Deb Gough <music.deb7@gmail.com> Sat, Apr 12, 2025 at 9:22 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

we do not want the NMFS to grant IBR's request to kill marine life!
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Interstate Replacement Bridge
1 message

Jennifer Haberer <jenhaberer@yahoo.com> Mon, Mar 31, 2025 at 8:08 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine
mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed to
IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life!

The IBRP’s reliance on over 100 drill shafts—each costing $2.5-53 million and facing the same challenging bedrock
and boulders identified in the_2013 Columbia River Crossing test drilling—only amplifies these risks. Yet, this critical
issue was omitted from the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), despite IBR officials’ awareness
since May 2024, raising serious questions about transparency and environmental oversight. For a project with a price
tag that could exceed $9 billion, offering minimal congestion relief (just one additional lane per direction), the
ecological cost to marine life is unjustifiable when a proven alternative exists, namely a tunnel that does not require
pilings or drill shafts.

Please take a closer look. (gJg Jennifer Haberer
Sent from my iPhone
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Harm to River
1 message

Dianne Huff <dehuffS@gmail.com> Sun, Mar 30, 2025 at 12:37 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine
mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed to

IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life!

Dianne Huff
Hayden Island Resident
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International Association of
BRIDGE, STRUCTURAL, ORNAMENTAL
AND REINFORCING IRONWORKERS LOCAL 29

11620 N.E. Ainsworth Circle, Suite 200 = Portland, Oregon 97220  (503) 774-0777  Fax (503) 775-0947

April 14, 2025

Ms. Jolie Harrison
Chief, Permits and Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service

RE: Federal Registry Oregon/Washington — Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to a
Bridge Replacement Project in Portland, Oregon and Vancouver, Washington

Dear Ms. Harrison,

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the proposed Oregon / Washington —
Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to a Bridge Replacement Project in Portland, Oregon
and Vancouver, Washington.

The Interstate Bridge Replacement Project is vital to the future of the Pacific Northwest as a
region. It will serve as a seismically sound, critical trade route across North America through the
I-5 corridor. Additionally, the project will create training opportunities for the next generation of
skilled trades workers through registered apprentices in the region and thousands of family wage
jobs for journey workers.

The Letter of Authorization from the Interstate Bridge Replacement Program is a key step
forward towards the project breaking ground. The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
received the initial application in July of 2024, and the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project
responded to the additional questions in January of 2025. If approved, the necessary pile driving
and drilling work could take place from September 15, 2027, through September 14, 2032. While
there will be some impacts on marine species near where the drilling and installation of steel is
done, the NMFS, under 50 CFR 216.103, may proceed if the project has a negligible impact on
the species surrounding the project. The proposed actions may incidentally expose some marine
mammals to elevated underwater sound, which could result in some incidental take.

The Ironworkers Local 29 strongly encourages the Department of Commerce (DOC), National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), and National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS) to move forward with the Letter of Authorization so our region can be ready and
prepared for the future.

Sincerely,

Jason Fussell
Business Manager
Ironworkers, Local 29
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Opposition to Incidental Take Authorization for the Interstate Bridge Replacement

Project
1 message

K Haslett <kmjhaslett@gmail.com> Tue, Mar 18, 2025 at 1:12 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

March 18, 2025

Jolie Harrison, Chief

Permits and Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Protected Resources
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Opposition to Incidental Take Authorization for the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project
(IBRP)

Dear Ms. Harrison

| am writing to strongly oppose the National Marine Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) consideration of
the Incidental Take Regulations (ITR) requested by the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project
(IBRP) for construction activities on the I-5 corridor between Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver,
Washington, as detailed in the application received on July 18, 2024, and deemed complete on
January 16, 2025. The proposed pile driving (impact and vibratory), rotary drilling, and demolition
of the existing bridges threaten significant harm to marine mammals and the Columbia River
ecosystem—harm that could be entirely avoided by adopting a smarter, more sustainable
alternative: an Immersed Tube Tunnel (ITT). | urge NMFS to deny this ITR request and advocate
for a solution that protects marine life while meeting the project’s goals.

The IBRP’s plan to install and remove 1,560 steel pipe piles and 1,500 linear feet of steel sheet
piles over 1,725 days within a five-year period (September 15, 2027—September 14, 2032) will
expose marine mammals—such as fish habitat and sea lions—to elevated underwater noise,
resulting in Level A and Level B harassment. This disturbance risks disrupting critical behaviors like
foraging and communication, while the demolition of the existing bridges could release hazardous
waste, including heavy metals and concrete debris, into the Columbia River, further endangering
fish habitats and water quality. These impacts are particularly concerning given the river’s
ecological importance and the documented challenges of in-water construction, as evidenced by
the nearby Abernathy Bridge project on 1-205, where drilling delays and geological difficulties
ballooned costs from $248 million to nearly $1 billion.

The IBRP’s reliance on over 100 drill shafts—each costing $2.5-$3 million and facing the same
challenging bedrock and boulders identified in the 2013 Columbia River Crossing test drilling—only
amplifies these risks. Yet, this critical issue was omitted from the Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement (SEIS), despite IBR officials’ awareness since May 2024, raising serious
questions about transparency and environmental oversight. For a project with a price tag that could
exceed $9 billion, offering minimal congestion relief (just one additional lane per direction), the
ecological cost to marine life is unjustifiable when a proven alternative exists.
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The Immersed Tube Tunnel (ITT), championed by Neighbors for a Better Crossing, offers a
compelling solution that eliminates the need for in-river pilings, drilling, and demolition-related

pollution. Used successfully in projects like the $3 billion Fraser River Tunnel in Vancouver, BC, an
ITT involves prefabricating tunnel sections off-site, floating them into position, and installing them in

a pre-dredged trench. This method avoids underwater noise from pile driving, minimizes sediment

disruption, and prevents hazardous waste from entering the river—safeguarding marine mammals
and fish habitats. Additionally, an ITT is faster to construct, potentially cutting build time in half, and

is expandable to meet future traffic needs, unlike the proposed bridge. The U.S. Coast Guard’s
2023 rejection of the IBRP’s reduced vessel clearance (from 178 feet to 116 feet) further supports
a tunnel, which preserves river navigation without ecological compromise.

Beyond environmental benefits, an ITT is more cost-effective, avoiding the drill shaft cost overruns

that could burden Oregon and Washington taxpayers with over $2 billion each in bond debt, plus
tolls of $2,350 annually for commuters. These savings could even eliminate the need for tolls,
sparing communities and businesses along the 1I-5 corridor from economic hardship. Meanwhile,
the existing I-5 bridge, listed on the National Register of Historic Places with over 70 years of
service life remaining, could be repurposed for pedestrians, bikes, and transit—preserving history
and generating revenue without demolition-related pollution.

| urge NMFS to deny the IBRP’s ITR application and press for an independent review of the ITT

alternative, as called for by Neighbors for a Better Crossing. The authorization of incidental take for

marine mammals is unacceptable when a viable, environmentally friendly option like an ITT can
achieve the project’s objectives—improving safety, mobility, and seismic resilience—without
harming the Columbia River ecosystem. | further request that NMFS require a comprehensive
environmental impact assessment, incorporating the ITT and its benefits to marine life, before any
further approvals are granted.

Thank you for your dedication to protecting our marine resources. | would appreciate a response
detailing how NMFS will address these concerns and whether it will advocate for the ITT
alternative.

Please feel free to contact me if further discussion is needed.
Sincerely,
Kimberly Haslett

kmjhaslett@gmail.com
Hayden Island resident
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IBR threatens our Maine life
1 message

Debra Kaiser <deblynnkaiser@gmail.com> Sat, Apr 12, 2025 at 12:14 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

| do not want the NMFS to grant IBR's request to kill marine life!!!
Deborah Kaiser
Portland resident
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Please do not kill the marine life on the columbia river
1 message

carol kersley <jg.carolkersley@gmail.com> Sun, Apr 13, 2025 at 4:27 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Pounding those oolongs in the Co river for the new bridge will kill our marine life please come up
With a better plan
Cheers, Carol

Carol Kersley

CK Communications
503-358-8341
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IBR

1 message

joshua landry <mifune44@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 7:15 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Hello my name is Joshua Landry. As I'm writing this three sea lions make their
way up river outside my window as they are wont to do every April. The IBR
has proven they are irresponsible when it comes to environmental concerns.
Mere days after buying my house in January, the IBR illegally parked a barge
with attendant tugboats mere feet from my door. No one in our community was
consulted or informed. It took weeks of sleuthing before we found out they
were geologists under the employ of the IBR. Using drills powered by the
attendant tug boats, which pumped noxious diesel exhaust in to my and
other homes in our community setting off our carbon monoxide alarms INSIDE
our homes. Also, any idiot who works or calls this river home knows the
prevailing winds blow from the southwest, so perhaps it wasn't the best
strategy aiming their exhaust pipes in a leeward direction so it could be
pumped into houses.

The IBR has proven time and time again they have no concern about our
river, island or its inhabitants.
For what? To build an ugly monstrosity that doesn't even provide a LATERAL
value. Removing interstate access for oregonians does little to offset the
massive impact of a steepened S-curve and much much higher accent a
westward approach this bridge design provides. Consistent with the IBR's
messaging, they constantly fail to divulge essential information for such a
mega project.
Ask them who uses the bridge (I did) and you get shoulder shrugs. Zero
accountability. Luckily having working eyeballs and common sense | can
arrive at the unanimous and obvious correlation that it juuuust might be clark
county commuters and so called "tax refugees.” Funny how it seems to clog
up in the same direction at the same time every day. The IBR has been dodgy
about the obvious from the very beginning and there's not much to merit.
The IBR has no concept of carbon accounting, let alone creating a sustainable
solution. We should be focused on a solution that blends social responsibility
(not destroying hayden island commercially and domestically) with one that
provides ecological capital, where it actually improves this riparian zone rather
than a zero sum sustainable answer. The IBR is not thinking of the moment or
the future.

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of
marine mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR)
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWhbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TOWUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/2
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life! I'm opposed to IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have
on marine life!

Thanks, Joshua Landry
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Interstate Bridge Replacement
1 message

Nancy Lindgren <nslindgren18@gmail.com> Sat, Apr 12, 2025 at 1:20 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine
mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed
to IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life.

Please consider the tunnel concept instead.

Thank you,
Nancy. Lindgren

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Interstate Bridge Replacement Project
1 message

Ben Miller <benmill560@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 11, 2025 at 8:53 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

| am opposed to IBR’s destructive drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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I-5 Bridge over the Columbia River between Ore & Wa,

1 message

Joyce Morrelli <jandjmorrelli61@gmail.com> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 3:22 PM

To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

I am completely opposed and feel it has not been thoroughly presented to anyone. It has been handled underhandedly
and not well thought out when a Tunnel makes much more since.Hayden Island and the effects this monstrous eye sore
will have on environmental effects as well as air quality and the other obvious thing is our salmon, and wildlife that will be

damaged over the 5 year estimated time to built.  Joyce Morrelli

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Interstate Bridge Crossing
1 message

Joyce Morrelli <jandjmorrelli61@gmail.com> Thu, Apr 3, 2025 at 1:43 PM

To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

The Interstate Bridge Replacement Program Authorization to Potentially Harm and Harass Columbia River MARINE LIFE
OVER THE ESTIMATED 5

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEORXRSK3mqC_IWt1Bxxm3KYUDIXLP1i7u-K4-cS5-uk5krSajZ7/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...  1/1
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Regarding IBR's request to potentially harm marine mammals over a five year
period, please reject that request!
1 message

Gary Clark <gary@neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 12:34 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

To : NMFS

Please deny the request from the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project’s
(IBRP)_to potentially harm marine mammals over a five year period during_its
proposed $9 billion I-5 bridge replacement project.

Our organization represents several thousand residents & businesses in or near the

I-5 corridor that will be affected by this project. We are adamantly opposed to the fish
& marine life that will occur on the Columbia River 5 years of bridge construction will

bring. This project will cause considerable harm to fish & marine life habitat!

The IBRP’s plan is to install and remove 1,560 steel pipe piles and 1,500 linear feet of steel sheet piles over 1,725 days
within a five-year period (September 15, 2027-September 14, 2032) which will expose marine mammals, fish, and sea
lions—to elevated underwater noise, resulting in Level A and Level B harassment. This disturbance risks disrupting critical
behaviors like foraging, migration and communication, while the demolition of the existing bridges could release
hazardous waste, including heavy metals and concrete debris, into the Columbia River, further endangering fish habitats
and water quality. These impacts are particularly concerning given the river’s ecological importance and the documented
challenges of in-water construction, as evidenced by the nearby Abernathy Bridge project on [-205, where drilling delays
and geological difficulties ballooned costs from $248 million to nearly $1 billion.

The IBRP’s reliance on over 100 drill shafts—each costing $2.5-$3 million and facing the same challenging bedrock and
boulders identified in the 2013 Columbia River Crossing test drilling—only amplifies these risks. Yet, this critical issue was
omitted from the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), despite IBR officials’ awareness since May 2024,
raising serious questions about transparency and environmental oversight. For a project with a price tag that could
exceed $9 billion, offering minimal congestion relief (just one additional lane per direction), the ecological cost to marine

life is unjustifiable when a proven alternative exists, namely a tunnel that does not require pilings or drill shafts.

We must respect & safeguard marine life on the Columbia River, and all rivers & stream.

Sincerely,

Gary Clark, Chair
https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoORXRSB5mLChWhbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TOWUE1NcDqgeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...

12


https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/opinion/letter-the-interstate-bridge-replacement-program-is-hiding-its-geotechnical-data-report/

4/15/25, 7:35 AM National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - Regarding IBR's request to potentially harm marine mammals over a five y...

Neighbors For A Better Crossing, Inc
503.703.9749
gary@neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org

www.neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org/
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March 19, 2025

Jolie Harrison, Chief

Permits and Conservation Division
Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Protected Resources
1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring, MD 20910

Re: Opposition to Incidental Take Authorization for the Interstate Bridge Replacement
Project

Dear Ms. Harrison

Neighbors for a Better Crossing is writing to strongly oppose the National Marine
Fisheries Service’s (NMFS) consideration of the Incidental Take Regulations (ITR)
requested by the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBRP) for construction
activities on the I-5 corridor between Portland, Oregon, and Vancouver, Washington, as
detailed in the application received on July 18, 2024, and deemed complete on January
16, 2025. The proposed pile driving (impact and vibratory), rotary drilling, and demolition
of the existing bridges threaten significant harm to marine mammals and the Columbia
River ecosystem—harm that could be entirely avoided by adopting a smarter, more
sustainable alternative: an Immersed Tube Tunnel (ITT). | urge NMFS to deny this ITR
request and advocate for a solution that protects marine life while meeting the project’s
goals.

The IBRP’s plan to install and remove 1,560 steel pipe piles and 1,500 linear feet of
steel sheet piles over 1,725 days within a five-year period (September 15, 2027—-
September 14, 2032) will expose marine mammals—such as fish habitat and sea
lions—to elevated underwater noise, resulting in Level A and Level B harassment. This
disturbance risks disrupting critical behaviors like foraging, migration and
communication, while the demolition of the existing bridges could release hazardous
waste, including heavy metals and concrete debris, into the Columbia River, further
endangering fish habitats and water quality. These impacts are particularly concerning
given the river’s ecological importance and the documented challenges of in-water
construction, as evidenced by the nearby Abernathy Bridge project on 1-205, where
drilling delays and geological difficulties ballooned costs from $248 million to nearly $1
billion.

The IBRP’s reliance on over 100 drill shafts—each costing $2.5-$3 million and facing
the same challenging bedrock and boulders identified in the 2013 Columbia River
Crossing test drilling—only amplifies these risks. Yet, this critical issue was omitted from



https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/13/2025-03982/taking-and-importing-marine-mammals-taking-marine-mammals-incidental-to-the-interstate-bridge#addresses
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/03/13/2025-03982/taking-and-importing-marine-mammals-taking-marine-mammals-incidental-to-the-interstate-bridge#addresses
https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/opinion/letter-the-interstate-bridge-replacement-program-is-hiding-its-geotechnical-data-report/
https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/opinion/letter-the-interstate-bridge-replacement-program-is-hiding-its-geotechnical-data-report/

the Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS), despite IBR officials’
awareness since May 2024, raising serious questions about transparency and
environmental oversight. For a project with a price tag that could exceed $9 billion,
offering minimal congestion relief (just one additional lane per direction), the ecological
cost to marine life is unjustifiable when a proven alternative exists.

The Immersed Tube Tunnel (ITT), championed by Neighbors for a Better Crossing,
offers a compelling solution that eliminates the need for in-river pilings, drilling, and
demolition-related pollution. Used successfully in projects like the $3 billion Fraser River
Tunnel in Vancouver, BC, an ITT involves prefabricating tunnel sections off-site, floating
them into position, and installing them in a pre-dredged trench. This method avoids
underwater noise from pile driving, minimizes sediment disruption, and prevents
hazardous waste from entering the river—safeguarding marine mammals and fish
habitats. Additionally, an ITT is faster to construct, potentially cutting build time in half,
and is expandable to meet future traffic needs, unlike the proposed bridge. The U.S.
Coast Guard’s 2023 rejection of the IBRP’s reduced vessel clearance (from 178 feet to
116 feet) further supports a tunnel, which preserves river navigation without ecological
compromise.

Beyond environmental benefits, an ITT is more cost-effective, avoiding the drill shaft
cost overruns that could burden Oregon and Washington taxpayers with over $2 billion
each in bond debt, plus tolls of $2,350 annually for commuters. These savings could
even eliminate the need for tolls, sparing communities and businesses along the 1-5
corridor from economic hardship. Meanwhile, the existing I-5 bridge, listed on

the National Reqister of Historic Places with over 70 years of service life remaining,
could be re-purposed for pedestrians, bikes, and transit—preserving history and
generating revenue without demolition-related pollution.

We urge NMFS to deny the IBRP’s ITR application and press for an independent review
of the ITT alternative, as called for by Neighbors for a Better Crossing. The authorization
of incidental take for marine mammals is unacceptable when a viable, environmentally
friendly option like an ITT can achieve the project’s objectives—improving safety,
mobility, and seismic resilience—without harming the Columbia River ecosystem. We
further request that NMFS require a comprehensive environmental impact assessment,
incorporating the ITT and its benefits to marine life, before any further approvals are
granted.

Thank you for your dedication to protecting our marine resources. We would appreciate
a response detailing how NMFS will address these concerns and whether it will
advocate for the ITT alternative.


https://neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org/immersed-tube-tunnel-solution/
https://neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org/
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/fraserrivertunnel/about-the-project/
https://engage.gov.bc.ca/fraserrivertunnel/about-the-project/
https://npgallery.nps.gov/AssetDetail/NRIS/82004205
https://neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org/or-wa-residents-demand-smarter-alternative-to-9-billion-interstate-bridge-replacement-project/news/
https://neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org/or-wa-residents-demand-smarter-alternative-to-9-billion-interstate-bridge-replacement-project/news/

Sincerely,

Gary Clark

Neighbors for a Better Crossing
https://neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org
contact.us@neighbors4a-

bettercrossing.org P.O. Box 17357,
Portland, OR 97217



mailto:contact.us@neighbors4a-bettercrossing.org

3/27125, 2:04 PM National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - Deny IBR's request

vl n 0 H H itp hotchkin - NOAA Service Account <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

Deny IBR's request

Nomad <nomad@pacifier.com> Fri, Mar 21, 2025 at 1:47 PM
Reply-To: Nomad <nomad@pacifier.com>

To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

RE: IBR Program requests NMFS authorization to potentially harm & harass Columbia River marine life over five-year
period

The IBR is madness! There are so many things wrong with the current plan.
One of those "wrong" things is their request to harm marine life while a new bridge is being built over multi-years.
DENY THE REQUEST.

Thank you.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoORXRTpOVQkgYhyeKEHs1 66UH2xsVaEl ollCRmzhs2u5Gigz3/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permms... 17
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Bridge harmful to fish

1 message
Lucy Park <lucy@modernartlic.com> Sat, Mar 29, 2025 at 10:17 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Sent from my iPhone

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine
mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed to
IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life!

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRTalhSBrtH8WQ7-8K5bf1ybCsox-xrz40ZJwspWHRmMtvcEL/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid. .. 17
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I5 Bridge

1 message

TROY L PARKE <yortlee7170@msn.com> Fri, Apr 11, 2025 at 11:26 PM

To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

Hello,
I'm emailing to voice my opposition to the 15 bridge. It will kill too many fish and will be too expensive.

Let's dig a tunnel instead.
Thanks,
Troy Parke

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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No New Interstate Bridge

1 message
TROY L PARKE <yortlee7170@msn.com> Tue, Apr 1, 2025 at 12:02 AM
To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

Please just drill a tunnel under the river.
Thanks,
Troy Parke

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEORXRSK3mqC_IWt1Bxxm3KYUDIXLP1i7u-K4-cS5-uk5krSajZ7/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid=t...  1/1
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Concerns regarding I-5 Interstate Bridge Replacement
1 message

Ley, Rep. John <John.Ley@leg.wa.gov> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 7:25 PM
To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>
Cc: "O'Neill, Anne" <Anne.O'Neill@leg.wa.gov>

To whom it may concern:

The I-5 Interstate Bridge Replacement (IBR) project is the largest public works project in the history of the Portland metro
area, with a current price tag of $7.5 billion.

Sadly, the IBR is hugely flawed on a multitude of levels. It is bad for the environment, it is bad for people using Interstate 5
including freight haulers, and it is bad for marine vessels on the Columbia River. There are a host of issues, detailed in the
attached letter which was submitted to the former DOT Secretary Pete Buttigieg. It was also submitted as a formal
response in the SDEIS process.

Please do NOT give any approval to the IBR as currently proposed. Please review the attached 20-page letter. You can
view it online, which includes hyperlinks to view the footnotes.

https://www.clarkcountytoday.com/opinion/opinion-john-ley-pens-letter-to-transportation-secretary-pete-buttigieg/

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

John Ley

Representative John Ley
18th District
Clark County, WA

Transportation | Environment & Energy | Post Secondary Education

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWhbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TOWUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/2
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.D John-Ley-Speaks-Out-Against-1-5-Bridge-Replacement-Funding-in-Letter-to-Secretary-Buttigieg (1).pdf
337K
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3/31/25, 8:57 AM National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - IBR project will harm Columbia River Aquatic life.
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IBR project will harm Columbia River Aquatic life.
1 message

David Rowe <vintagetrolley513@gmail.com> Mon, Mar 31, 2025 at 12:02 AM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Migratory Salmon and Steelhead are very important to the Northwest
Ecosystem of the Columbia River. | am concerned the five or more years
of construction to build the Interstate Bridge Replacement will harm

the Spring and Fall runs of these important fish. In Vancouver British
Columbia the same concerns were present when a highway needed to be
built to cross the Fraser River. An immersed tube tunnel was chosen as
the best alternative to prevent harm to the fish. An immersed tube

tunnel is faster to build and less harmful to aquatic life. Please

object to the building of 1500 piles into the Columbia river bottom.

Dave Rowe

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRTalhSBrtH8WQ7-8K5bf1ybCsox-xrz40ZJwspWHRmMtvcEL/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid. .. 17
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IBR comment
1 message

Kevin Flanigan <kevinf@schoonercreek.com> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 12:07 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Hello,
Schooner Creek Boat Works is just down river from the I-5 bridge. We are concerned for the marine wildlife impacts of the

new bridge. We also feel our bay will be impacted by sediment caused from the drilling. We are opposed to this project
and feel a tunnel would be a better option.

Thanks, Kevin Flanigan

Owner, Schooner Creek Boat Works

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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Columbia River / I-5 Interstate Bridge Replacement (IBR)

1 message

Dean Suhr <deansuhr@deansuhr.us> Mon, Apr 14, 2025 at 12:12 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Greetings,
The proposed IRB project will harm numerous marine mammals during the half-decade drilling project.

Please deny IBR's application for a Letter of Authorization until other less harmful options, such as the Immersed Tube
Tunnel (ITT), have been adequately explored.

As a bonus, the ITT is less expensive than the current proposal and allows historical preservation and reuse of the
existing structure.

Dean

Dean Suhr

21345 Miles Dr.

West Linn, OR USA

+1 503-664-4700

+1 503-702-9923 mobile/text

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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IBR bridge
1 message

tmerchant10 <tmerchant10@comcast.net> Fri, Mar 28, 2025 at 7:50 PM

To: "ITP.hotchkin" <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

STOP THIS BRIDGE PROJECT NOW! IRREPARABLE HARM WILL BE DONE TO THE ALREADY
ENDANGERED SALMON RUNS ON THE COLUMBIA RIVER! Non transparent hearings ignored

this fact. Other options are av ailable.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRTalhSBrtH8WQ7-8K5bf1ybCsox-xrz40ZJwspWHRmMtvcEL/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid. ..

m
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Drilling in the Columbia
1 message

VanegasNW <vanegasnw@yahoo.com> Sat, Apr 12, 2025 at 1:53 PM

To: "itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

| am requesting that you do not approve the drilling in the Columbia for the IBRP. Many intities are
worried about earthquakes. How can we be assured that drilling will not invoke The Big One. All
the years this bridge has been studied and we have NOTHING. Lets keep it that way and protect

the this beautiful island life.
Thank for the consideration

Sherre Vanegas
1613 N Jantzen (the house with the proposed light rail bridge going OVER it)

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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IBRP and drilling

1 message

VanegasNW <vanegasnw@yahoo.com> Sat, Mar 29, 2025 at 6:07 PM
To: "itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

Dear NOAA representative:

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine
mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed to
IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life! Im also
concerned drilling at that level could invoke THE BIG ONE! Both states should be
concerned about that because that will most definitely have a negative impact on all
marine animals/birds.

Thanks for your consideration

Shirlene (Sherre) Vanegas

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRTalhSBrtH8WQ7-8K5bf1ybCsox-xrz40ZJwspWHRmMtvcEL/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid. .. 17
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I-5 Bridge pilings

1 message

Steve Vanier <stephencharlesvanier@gmail.com> Sat, Mar 29, 2025 at 1:10 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Gents:

My wife and | live on Hayden Island, which is part of Portland, Oregon. The I-5 Bridge project’s pile driving
components will have negative effects on the marine wildlife so please do not proceed with the I-5 Bridge
upgrades in their present form. | prefer you plan for and build an under the river tunnel instead.

Thank you

Steve Vanier

79 N. Hayden Bay Drive
Portland, OR 97217

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRTalhSBrtH8WQ7-8K5bf1ybCsox-xrz40ZJwspWHRmMtvcEL/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permthid. .. 17
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4/15/25, 7:37 AM National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - Save the Marine Life in the Columbia River!
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Save the Marine Life in the Columbia River!
1 message

Lisa E Walter <lewalter@comcast.net> Sun, Apr 13, 2025 at 9:46 PM
To: "ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of marine

mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR) life! I'm opposed to
IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have on marine life!

Regards,

Lisa Walter
Portland Resident

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1



4/15/25, 7:40 AM National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Mail - IBR Bridge Replacement
vl n 0 H H itp hotchkin - NOAA Service Account <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

IBR Bridge Replacement

1 message

MICHELLE WEMYSS <michelle.wemyss@gmail.com> Fri, Apr 11, 2025 at 1:41 PM
To: ITP.hotchkin@noaa.gov

Please deny IBR's application for Letter of Authorization to harm numbers of
marine mammals incidental to the Interstate Bridge Replacement Project (IBR)
life! I'm opposed to IBR's drilling operation and the harmful effects it will have
on marine life! Not only that but the affect it will have on the Native Americans
who rely on fishing in the Columbia.

Michelle Wemyss
245 N Hayden Bay Dr, Portland, OR 97217

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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IBR Bridge: Portland, OR / Vancouver WA

1 message

JANE WIMMER <jwimmer_oregon@yahoo.com> Sun, Apr 13, 2025 at 10:12 PM
To: "itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov" <itp.hotchkin@noaa.gov>

We do not want the NMFS to grant IBR's request to kill marine life!
While there is a need to address the

I-5 bridge's traffic capacity, the proposed Mega-bridge will be a tragedy for our large urban population in
the affected area, as well as the wildlife -- such as fisheries and bird habitats.

As currently designed, it will:

* be destructive to the wildlife in the surrounding areas, and especially upstream for salmon and other
fisheries/habitats

e minimally (if at all) help with traffic issues

* not be much (if any ) improvement with respect to earthquakes

e disrupt communities and wipe out a number of businesses

¢ likely not help support public transportation (mass transit), which is currently operating at a loss and will like
get bigger with losses

* be too costly for the proposed tolls and people will drive to 1-205 to cross over the Columbia River

¢ not be cost effective -- the small and limited benefits will be costly to the immediate population

A tunnel is the "way to go", to minimize risks and provide benefits.

J.W.

https://mail.google.com/mail/b/AEoRXRSB5mLChWbfe34yF6bD1wTI8hMxAc-2TO9WUE1NcDqeLFy3D/u/0/?ik=d470f72c33&view=pt&search=all&permt...  1/1
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