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Subj: Request for Renewal of Incidental Harassment Authorization for Year Eight of Office of 
            Naval Research Arctic Research Activities 

Encl:  (1) Incidental Harassment Authorization, September 13, 2024 

(2) ARA Year 6 After-Action Report, December 11, 2024

1. The Office of Naval Research (ONR) requests a renewal of the Incidental Harassment
Authorization (IHA) to cover research activities in the Beaufort Sea from September 14, 2025 to
September 13, 2026. The request follows the instructions provided in Encl. (1).

2. DESCRIPTION OF THE ACTIVITY
ONR-supported scientists will continue their research as described in the existing IHA. This will
involve acoustic transmissions from leave-behind sources in the time period September 14, 2025
to September 13, 2026. It is possible that icebreaking activity will take place during cruises in
Summer 2026, depending on sea ice conditions. Previous analyses, take estimates, and mitigation
and monitoring requirements can remain in place, as the current IHA (year 7) represents the
analysis of icebreaking and acoustic sources.

3. MONITORING REPORT
Under current methodology, the leave-behind sources are not monitored in-situ. During the most
recent research cruise aboard the R/V Sikuliaq in Fall 2024 (as summarized in Encl. (2)), there
were no marine mammal sightings in the Study Area. Due to a lack of in-situ monitoring for
leave-behind sources, it is not possible to know marine mammal acoustic exposures over the
course of the IHA coverage period. However, based on previous modeling and research cruise
information, it is not expected that impacts of a scale or nature not previously analyzed or
authorized would occur due to renewal of the ONR IHA.

Inquiries regarding this renewal request should be made to Scott Harper, Office of Naval 
Research, scott.l.harper5.civ@us.navy.mil, (703) 696-4721. 

Dr. Tom Drake, SES 
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