
 

 

Marine Mammal Protection Act Import Provisions 
Comparability Finding Application Final Report 

Thailand 

Summary 
Based on Thailand’s initial application, its responses to the clarification questions, and the information 
described below, NMFS has determined that all of Thailand’s exempt and export fisheries are 
comparable in effectiveness to the U.S. regulatory program.   

Thailand prohibits the intentional killing of marine mammals found in its waters, licenses fishing vessels, 
has marine mammal monitoring, and requires reporting marine mammal bycatch in its export fisheries.  
None of Thailand’s export fisheries use large-scale driftnet gear. Thailand is a cooperating non-member 
of WCPFC and the United States is a member. However, Thailand does not have any fisheries on the 
LOFF operating under WCPFC. The United States and Thailand do not share any transboundary stocks.  
Thailand is currently implementing a number of conservation and regulatory measures to address 
marine mammal bycatch in its fisheries. Thailand does not have information to suggest it is exceeding 
the bycatch limit for marine mammals, including the Irrawaddy dolphin and other potential 16 U.S.C. § 
1387(f)(3) stocks, in its waters. 

Comparability Finding Analysis 
1. Does the nation have a prohibition on the intentional killing or serious injury of marine 

mammals in the course of commercial fishing operations? OR Does the nation have 
procedures to reliably certify that fish and fish products were not caught in association 
with the intentional killing or serious injury of marine mammals in the course of 
commercial fishing operations? 

Response:  Yes, Thailand prohibits the intentional killing of marine mammals through prohibition of 
capture and catch of all dolphins and whales (no pinnipeds co-occur with Thai fisheries).  

Section 66 of the Royal Ordinance on Fisheries B.E. 2558 (2015), the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Cooperatives issued the Notification on Prohibition of Capture and Retaining Catches of Endangered 
Aquatic Mammals Onboard Fishing Vessels dated 7 April 2016.  

Clause 2. Prohibition of capture and retaining catch of endangered aquatic species onboard 
fishing vessels as follows:  

(1) Dugong (Dugong dugong)  

(2) All species of dolphins and whales under Order Cetacea  



Marine Mammal Protection Act Import Provisions Comparability Finding Application Final Report | Thailand 

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Serv ice    2 

Clause 3. This Notification shall not apply in case of life saving for that of aquatic species. 

2. Does the nation have a Marine Mammal Bycatch Reduction Program? A bycatch reduction 
program, for purposes of compliance with the import provisions, is defined as having the 
following components: 

a. The ability to control/monitor its fishing operations that may take marine mammals 
(e.g., authorizations, permits, licenses, and/or registrations for vessels) 

Response:  Yes. The Royal Ordinance of Fisheries, B.E. 2558 (2015) includes provisions for artisanal 
fishing license (Sections 32 and 33); commercial fishing license (Sections 36-44 in Thailand's waters); 
licenses for fishing operations outside Thailand's waters (Sections 48-53; Section 51 requires observers); 
and certification for aquaculture operations (Chapter 6. Aquaculture Promotion). Section 82 and others 
refer to registration of fishing vessels. 

b. A program to monitor its fisheries for incidences of marine mammal mortality and 
serious injury in the course of commercial fishing operations 

Response:  Yes, all export fisheries have logbook self-reporting with the exception of Fishery ID 12421 
(Sergestid midwater push net), which has at-sea inspection (Table 1). Only the trawl fishery (Fishery ID 
10182) operating under the Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agreement (SIOFA) has an observer 
program.                           

Table 1. Thailand Export Fisheries 

Fishery 
ID1 

Target species 
(partial list) 

Gear type Area of 
operation 

Monitoring 
programs  

Mitigation measures 

2420 Buccaneer anchovy, 
Goldstripe 
sardinella, 
Shorthead anchovy, 
Stolephorus 
anchovies nei* 

Anchovy 
Purse 
seines, 
(Pelagic) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (No night 
fishing, Seasonal area 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
fishing in coastal zone), 
No intentional 
encirclement  

2421 Bigeye scad, Black 
pomfret, Common 
dolphinfish, Frigate 
and bullet tunas 

Purse 
seines, 
(Pelagic) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (Seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
fishing in coastal zone), 
No intentional 
encirclement 

                                                                 
1 The Fishery ID number is NOAA’s internal reference number from our IAICRS database and has no other 
independent meaning. 
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2422 Asian moon scallop, 
Banana prawn, 
Barracudas nei  

Single boat 
bottom 
otter 
trawls, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing) 

2423 Blackspot snapper, 
Emperor red 
snapper, Groupers 
nei 

Fish 
pots/fish 
traps, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbooks (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 

2424 Eels/morays/congers 
nei, 
Groupers/seabasses 
nei, Seerfishes nei, 
Snappers nei 

Drifting 
longlines, 
(Pelagic), 
Set 
longlines, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 

2425 Black pomfret, Blue 
swimming crab, 
Flathead lobster, 
Fourfinger threadfin, 
Herrings/sardines 
nei, Indian mackerel, 
Mackerels nei, 
Mullets nei 

Drift 
gil lnets, 
(Pelagic), 
Encircling 
gil lnets, 
(Pelagic), 
Set 
gil lnets/set 
nets 
(anchored), 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage) 

Dockside 
inspection report 
(37% coverage) 

At-sea inspection 
(1-5% coverage) 

Necropsy report 
of stranded 
animals (75-99% 
coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing with net 
length exceed the l imit), 
Reduction in net length 
(applicable to gil lnet 
gears) 

2427 Blue swimming crab, 
Indo-Pacific swamp 
crab, Swimming 
crabs/etc. nei 

Traps (not 
specified), 
(Bottom), 
Traps (not 
specified), 
(Bottom) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Area-based fishery 
closures (No coastal 
fishing with 300 or more 
crab traps per vessel), 
Reduction quantity 
traps/pots that comply 
to reduce ground line 
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2429 Banana prawn, 
Croakers/drums nei, 
Cuttlefishes nei, 
Giant tiger prawn, 
Greasyback shrimp 

Trammel 
nets, 
(Bottom) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing with net 
length exceed the l imit), 
Reduction in net length 
(applicable to gil lnet 
gears) 

2430 Sergestid shrimps 
nei 

Sergestid 
pushnet), 
(Midwater) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing in 1 km 
from shoreline) 

2431 Cuttlefishes nei, 
Reef squids nei 

Squid pots, 
(Midwater) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 

10182 Bigeye barracuda, 
Bigeye scad, Bigeye 
snapper, Bigeyes 
nei, Cinnabar 
goatfish, Delagoa 
threadfin bream 

Single boat 
bottom 
otter 
trawls, 
(Demersal) 

High Seas, 
(FAO:51 
Indian Ocean 
Western), 
51.5, 51.7, 
Thai flagged 
vessels are 
authorized for 
fishing only in 
Thailand 
fishing 
footprint in 
51.5 and 51.7 
FAO area.  

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

 

Electronic Video 
Monitoring 
(100% Time)  

 

Observer 
onboard (100% 
Time)  

None specific to fishery 

12416 Banana prawn, Blue 
swimming crab, 
Croakers/drums nei 

Beam 
trawls, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel Logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
fishing in coastal zone, 
No fishing in Chonburi 
province) 
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12417 Banana prawn, 
Barracudas nei, 
Bigeyes nei, Blue 
swimming crab, 
Common squids nei 

Single boat 
bottom 
otter 
trawls, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman Sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel Logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing)  

12418 Barracudas nei, 
Bigeye scad, Bigeyes 
nei, Blue swimming 
crab 

Bottom 
pair trawls, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing) 

12419 Barracudas nei, 
Bigeye scad, Bigeyes 
nei, Blue swimming 
crab, Common 
squids nei 

Bottom 
pair trawls, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman Sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing) 

12421 Sergestid shrimps 
nei 

Sergestid 
push net, 
(Midwater) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 
57.1,Andaman 
sea within 
Thai EEZ 

At sea inspection 
(<1% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
fishing in 1 km from 
shoreline) 

12422 Buccaneer anchovy, 
Goldstripe 
sardinella, 
Shorthead anchovy, 
Stolephorus 
anchovies nei 

Anchovy 
Purse 
seines, 
(Pelagic) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (No night 
fishing, seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing), No 
intentional encirclement 

12445 Bigeye scad, Black 
pomfret, Common 
dolphinfish, Frigate 
and bullet tunas, 
Frigate tuna 

Purse 
seines, 
(Pelagic) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
fishing in coastal zone), 
No intentional 
encirclement 

12446 Blackspot snapper, 
Emperor red 
snapper, Groupers 
nei 

Fish 
pots/fish 
traps, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ,(FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbooks (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 
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within Thai 
EEZ 

12448 Groupers nei, 
Japanese threadfin 
bream 

Fish 
pots/fish 
traps, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
with Thai EEZ 

Vessel logbooks 
(100% coverage)  

Reduction quantity 
traps/pots that comply 
to reduce ground line 

12449 Cuttlefishes nei, 
Reef squids nei 

Squid pots, 
(Midwater) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 

12450 Octopuses nei Octopus 
pots, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:71 
Pacific 
Western 
Central), Gulf 
of Thailand 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Reduction quantity 
traps/pots that comply 
to reduce ground line 

12451 Octopuses nei Octopus 
pots, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Reduction quantity 
traps/pots that comply 
to reduce ground line 

12452 Eels/morays/congers 
nei, 
Groupers/seabasses 
nei, Seerfishes nei, 
Snappers nei 

Drifting 
longlines, 
(Pelagic), 
Set 
longlines, 
(Demersal) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman Sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

None specific to fishery 

12453 Black pomfret, Blue 
swimming crab, 
Flathead lobster, 
Fourfinger threadfin, 
Herrings/sardines 
nei, Indian mackerel 

Drift 
gil lnets, 
(Pelagic), 
Encircling 
gil lnets, 
(Pelagic), 
Set 
gil lnets/set 
nets 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing with net 
length exceed the l imit), 
Prohibit all  fishing 
activities, Reduction in 
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(anchored), 
(Demersal) 

net length (applicable to 
gil lnet gears) 

12454 Banana prawn, 
Croakers/drums nei, 
Cuttlefishes nei, 
Giant tiger prawn, 
Greasyback shrimp 

Trammel 
nets, 
(Bottom) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
coverage)  

Temporal-based fishery 
closures (seasons fishery 
closure), Area-based 
fishery closures (No 
coastal fishing with net 
length exceed the l imit), 
Reduction in net length 
(applicable to gil lnet 
gears) 

12455 Blue swimming crab, 
Indo-Pacific swamp 
crab, Swimming 
crabs/etc. nei 

Traps (not 
specified), 
(Bottom), 
Traps (not 
specified), 
(Bottom) 

EEZ, (FAO:57 
Indian Ocean 
Eastern), 57.1, 
Andaman sea 
within Thai 
EEZ 

Commercial 
fishing vessel 
logbook (100% 
Coverage)  

Area-based fishery 
closures (No coastal 
fishing with 300 or more 
crab traps per vessel), 
Reduction quantity 
traps/pots that comply 
to reduce ground line 

*Not elsewhere included (nei) - when the product is not specifically provided for in the Harmonized Trade System, 
the description covering such product is generally considered to be a “residual provision” by use of the phrase “not 
elsewhere included”. 

c. A requirement to report all marine mammal mortality and serious injury in the course 
of commercial fishing operations 

Response:  Yes. The Royal Ordinance on Fisheries, B.E. 2558 (2015) and its amendment (B.E. 2560, 
Section 81(2)) requires a logbook that includes: the types and quantities of aquatic animals caught and 
discarded; transshipped; and landed at port, which have to be certified by the master of the vessel.  
Thailand also stated that all sightings of marine mammals, regardless of condition, must be recorded in 
the logbook, including any observations while fishing that may have unintentionally or intentionally 
affected marine mammals.  The first section of all logbooks describes the technique for filling out the 
form, which includes reporting all marine mammal interactions (caught, discarded) and their condition 
(alive, injured, or dead).  Failure to report is a criminal offense.  Fishermen provide logbooks to the 
Department of Fisheries at port on a per trip basis. 

d. Prioritization of fisheries for mitigation of unsustainable marine mammal bycatch as 
described in 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) (in particular those over the bycatch limit, of small 
population size, or declining rapidly, based on available financial resources) in 
response to reported bycatch occurring in fishing operations. Prioritization of fisheries 
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should be similar to U.S. take reduction teams and development of take reduction 
plans and including an evaluation of whether the nation has provided a bycatch limit 
and whether that bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stock(s), and 
whether any mitigation is effective or reconsidered if not effective. 

Response:  Thailand provided marine mammal stock abundance estimates, bycatch limits, and estimated 
mortality and injury for marine mammals found in its waters. Thailand relies on self-reporting and 
strandings data for most of its fisheries, thus marine mammal bycatch may be underrepresented.   

Thailand indicated two stocks of Irrawaddy dolphins co-occurring with its fisheries.  The 
Thailand/Andaman Sea stock has a population abundance estimate of 145 and bycatch limit of 0.525 
and the Gulf of Thailand stock has a population abundance estimate of 1,209 and a bycatch limit of 1.92.  
Thailand did not indicate any mortality or serious injury for the Thailand/Andaman Sea stock of 
Irrawaddy dolphin and stated that the average bycatch rate of Gulf of Thailand stock of Irrawaddy 
dolphins since 2017 was 1.5 (below the bycatch limit of 1.92). 

Table 2 lists potential 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks based on population abundance estimates. 

 

Table 2. 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks 

16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks Abundance 
estimates 

Estimated 
mortality 

Bycatch limit 

Blue whale (stock: Sri  Lanka) 513 0 0.486 

Finless porpoise (stock: Thailand/Andaman 
Sea) 

307 0 2.54 

Humpback whale (stock: Mauritius) N/A 0 0.05 

Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphin (stock: Gulf of 
Thailand 

431 0 2.18 

Irrawaddy dolphin (stock: Thailand/Andaman 
Sea) 

145 0 0.252 

 

For stocks not included in Table 2, Thailand reported mortality and/or injury of finless porpoise (stock: 
Gulf of Thailand) and Indo-Pacific humpback dolphin (stock: Gulf of Thailand) that were under the 
bycatch limits of 24.3 and 6.23, respectively.  

Thailand has been actively addressing the marine mammal bycatch in its fisheries.  Mitigation measures 
for Thailand’s export fisheries are provided in Table 1.  For gillnets, Thailand has also researched gear 
modifications including installing pingers; using different colored ropes; and installing tie-down 
techniques, which was ultimately not considered a viable alternative for gillnet fishing.  Thailand has also 
enacted seven new legal measures to regulate gillnet fishing by prohibiting certain types of gillnet gear 
or restricting the fishing areas to reduce bycatch of marine mammals in key areas in the Gulf of 
Thailand.  For other gear types, Thailand also has ongoing mitigation projects including installing weak 
links into ropes, installing marine mammal exclusion devices on trawl nets, and using tracking devices 
instead of surface ropes and buoys for traps.  More general measures include fishermen education 
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programs, captain and crew training, marine mammal identification guides, stewardship programs 
(ghost gear retrieval and artificial reef cleaning). 

Thailand has conducted extensive outreach to fishermen and the public. Thailand has produced and 
distributed information materials about the MMPA and reporting marine mammals and has organized 
more than 96 training sessions with over 5,500 participants to raise awareness and provide knowledge 
on fishing practices, relevant legislation, and safe handling techniques.   

Thailand currently does not have information to suggest it is exceeding the bycatch limit for marine 
mammals in its waters.  Although Thailand uses self-reporting and strandings data to estimate marine 
mammal bycatch, which may underestimate actual bycatch, Thailand has implemented and is currently 
conducting a number of regulatory measures to address marine mammal bycatch and promote marine 
mammal conservation. In its entirety, measures undertaken by Thailand are likely to maintain the 
bycatch of 16 U.S.C. § 1387(f)(3) stocks below the bycatch limits. 

3. Does the nation ban the use of large-scale high seas drift gillnet gear or other gear 
prohibited for use by U.S. fishermen?  

Response:  While it does not appear that Thailand prohibits the use of large-scale driftnet fishing, none 
of Thailand’s fisheries use large-scale drift gillnet gear, and no other information submitted suggests it 
uses gear prohibited by the United States. 

4. Does the nation implement marine mammal bycatch reduction measures in fisheries 
regulated under a regional fishery management organization (RFMO), which are required 
for U.S. fishermen by that RFMO?  

Response:  N/A.  Thailand is a cooperating non-member of WCPFC and the United States is a member. 
However, Thailand does not have any fisheries on the LOFF operating under WCPFC.  Thailand’s trawl 
fishery (Fishery ID 10182) is operating in the SIOFA convention area.  Thailand is a member of SIOFA and 
the United States is not.  Although SIOFA has no conservation and management measures for trawling 
specific to marine mammals, Thailand indicated the fishery has 100% observer coverage and an 
electronic reporting and monitoring system.  Thailand provided SIOFA with the annual reports on 
incidental bycatch, which stated there is no marine mammal bycatch in this fishery. 

5. In cases where a U.S. Take Reduction Team has implemented marine mammal bycatch 
reduction measures for transboundary stocks shared with the United States, are the 
nation’s measures similar or comparable in effectiveness? (Include in the response if the 
nation has provided a bycatch limit and if the bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. § 
1387(f)(3) stocks, either in one fishery or cumulatively over a number of fisheries) 

Response:  Not applicable.  The United States and Thailand do not share any transboundary stocks. 

6. For marine mammal stocks that are not transboundary but are considered at high risk of 
extinction, does the nation implement mitigation/risk reduction measures comparable to 
what is or would be required in the United States? (Include in the response if the nation 
has provided a bycatch limit and if the bycatch limit is exceeded for any 16 U.S.C. § 
1387(f)(3) stocks, either in one fishery or cumulatively over a number of fisheries) 
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Response:   See response to Question 2d. Thailand indicated two stocks of Irrawaddy dolphins co-
occurring with its export fisheries. Thailand indicated that there had been mortality and/or serious injury 
of Irrawaddy dolphin in gillnet fishery (Fishery ID 2425), but the bycatch limits had not been exceeded. 

Additional Considerations  
In reviewing a nation’s fisheries and marine mammals stocks, how do they compare to: 

1. U.S. implementation of its regulatory program for similar marine mammal stocks and 
similar fisheries (e.g., considering gear or target species), including transboundary stocks 
governed by regulations implementing a take reduction plan (50 CFR § 229.2), and any 
other relevant information received during consultations 

Response:  Not applicable. 

2. The extent to which the harvesting nation has successfully implemented measures in the 
export fishery to reduce the incidental mortality and serious injury of marine mammals 
caused by the harvesting nation's export fisheries to levels below the bycatch limit 

Response:  Not applicable. 

3. Whether the measures adopted by the harvesting nation for its export fishery have 
reduced or will likely reduce the cumulative incidental mortality and serious injury of each 
marine mammal stock below the bycatch limit, and the progress of the regulatory 
program toward achieving its objectives   

Response:  Not applicable. 

4. Other relevant facts and circumstances, which may include the history and nature of 
interactions with marine mammals in this export fishery, whether the level of incidental 
mortality and serious injury resulting from the fishery or fisheries exceeds the bycatch 
limit for a marine mammal stock, the population size and trend of the marine mammal 
stock, and the population level impacts of the incidental mortality or serious injury of 
marine mammals in a harvesting nation's export fisheries and the conservation status of 
those marine mammal stocks where available   

Response:  Not applicable. 

5. The record of consultations under 50 CFR § 216.24(h)(5) of this section with the harvesting 
nation, results of these consultations, and actions taken by the harvesting nation and 
under any applicable intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery management 
organization to reduce the incidental mortality and serious injury of marine mammals in 
its export fisheries 

Response:  NMFS and Thailand held consultations with Thailand in 2020, 2021, and 2022, including May 
18, 2020, March 23, 2021, October 14, 2021, and August 15, 2022. 
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6. Information gathered during onsite inspection by U.S. government officials of a fishery's 
operations 

Response:  Not applicable. 

7. For export fisheries operating on the high seas under an applicable intergovernmental 
agreement or regional fishery management organization to which the United States is a 
party, the harvesting nation's record of implementation of, or compliance with, measures 
adopted by that regional fishery management organization or intergovernmental 
agreement for data collection, incidental mortality and serious injury mitigation or the 
conservation and management of marine mammals; whether the harvesting nation is a 
party or cooperating non-party to such intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery 
management organization; the record of United States implementation of such measures; 
and whether the United States has imposed additional measures on its fleet not required 
by an intergovernmental agreement or regional fishery management organization  

Response:  Not applicable. 

8. For export fisheries operating on the high seas under an applicable intergovernmental 
agreement or regional fisheries management organization to which the United States is 
not a party, the harvesting nation's implementation of and compliance with measures, 
adopted by that regional fisheries management organization or intergovernmental 
agreement, and any additional measures implemented by the harvesting nation for data 
collection, incidental mortality and serious injury mitigation or the conservation and 
management of marine mammals and the extent to which such measures are comparable 
in effectiveness to the U.S. regulatory program for similar fisheries 

Response:   See response to Question 4. 

Overall Summary for Additional Considerations 
The additional considerations were not pertinent to determining whether the nation’s marine mammal 
bycatch reduction program is comparable in effectiveness to the U.S. regulatory program. 

Engagement History 
NMFS engaged in four technical consultations with Thailand as well as numerous email exchanges of 
information.  Thailand was responsive to emails. 
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