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1 Feature Story: Get

To Know Our 2025 What drew you to apply for the Sea Grant Program? How do you see

Alaska Sea Grant this helping you pursue or develop your career goals?

State Fellow Allyssa | was drawn to the Sea Grant Program by my desire to pursue a career in marine

Sanchez . . . ) . . .
science/conservation. As an undergraduate English major, this experience provided

2 Aquaculture invaluable hands-on opportunities. It has been a significant stepping stone,
Program Update & allowing me to grow and acquire essential skills within the marine science field.
Feature Story
Continued Who did you work with and what project did you work on?

3 Protected | was hosted by the NOAA Fisheries Habitat Conservation Division. During my
Resources Division fellowship, | collaborated with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G),
& North Pacific Washington Sea Grant, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Metlakatla Indian
Fishery Community. My primary project focused on the early detection of European green
Management crab, which involved developing a story map, fostering collaborations for early
Council Updates detection and response, and conducting educational outreach.

4 Alaska Fisheries What has been your favorite part of

Science Center:
Modernizing
Fisheries Survey
Science & Education

Opportunities

the Sea Grant program?

My favorite aspect of the Sea Grant
fellowship is the autonomy it offers — you
truly get out of it what you putin. It's a
"choose your own adventure"

5 Alaska Fisheries experience. By embracing a mindset of
Science Center

trying different opportunities, you can
Updates gain a tremendous amount from the
6 September 2025 program. (Article continued on page 2)
Calendar .
Alyssa Sanchez is a 2024 Alum-
7 October 2025 master’s in Marine Biodiversity and
Calendar Conservation, Scripps Institution of

Oceanography, University of

8 Tribal Liaison California San Diego.

Contacts & How To
Connect

Photo Credit: Alyssa Sanchez
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Featu re Story Contin ued What would you like to share with others about

the Sea Grant Program or NOAA Fisheries?

How did you become interested in If you have even a slight interest in the program, go for it!
Tribal relations? The experience, skills, and networking opportunities
When | applied for the Sea Grant program, the green learned are incredibly valuable. | gained significant

crab initiative was at the top of my list of opportunities. personal growth and professional development, which

Its relatively recent discovery in Alaska made me eager  helped me identify my future career aspirations. There
to be part of something new and impactful for are numerous networking opportunities and a strong
Southeast Alaska, especially given its potential effects support system. | haven't met a single person who wasn't
on Dungeness crab habitat and the broader ecosystem. helpful and kind.

| thoroughly enjoyed being part of the Alaska green
crab team. The Metlakatla Indian Community is doing
remarkable work, utilizing various resources and
successful trapping techniques. Prior to this, | had
worked with the Kumeyaay Tribe in San

Diego, California, on a film about the

intertidal zone. Understanding Tribal

Do you have any advice for students considering
the Sea Grant Program or other internships?
Don't be afraid to apply, even if you don't feel 100%
qualified. You don’t have to be an expert on every
topic. They invest time and resources to help
you grow as a professional. Say "yes" and

rationale and concerns behind View seize as many opportunities as you can.
environmental initiatives is Alyssa’s Any new experience can open doors, and
profoundly rich and important to any StoryMap you might be surprised where you end

up. For example, pursuing my scientific
diving certification was one of the best
experiences | gained.

project. Diverse backgrounds and lived
experiences are instrumental in
shaping our collective efforts.

o S W W N N . W
Aquaculture Program

Alaska Aquaculture Opportunity Areas (AOAs):

NOAA Fisheries is in the second year of a multiyear planning process to identify AOAs in Alaska state waters.
This process is designed to identify areas that may be environmentally, socially, and economically appropriate
for seaweed and shellfish farming in Alaska.

We recently published the draft marine spatial planning report including draft AOA options. We received 39
comments (4 oral comments and 35 written comments) during the public comment period. NOAA and the
Interagency Working Group will consider comments received as well as best available information, and
incorporate any appropriate changes into the model and draft Atlas
report. The Atlas will then go through peer review before anticipated
publication in the winter of 2025.

Once the Atlas is published, we will start the National Environmental
Policy Act review including providing opportunities for Tribal
consultation.

Please check out the Alaska AOA Frequently Asked Questions
website with updated information.

Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries
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https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6b161b3547034a698586378e16c9c498
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/6b161b3547034a698586378e16c9c498
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/aquaculture/identifying-aquaculture-opportunity-areas-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/s3/2025-05/AOA-PublicComments2-20250516-Transcript-akro.pdf
https://www.regulations.gov/document/NOAA-NMFS-2023-0113-0021/comment
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/insight/faqs-aquaculture-opportunity-areas-alaska
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Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries

Protected
Resources
Division
Proposed rule for
subsistence use of

northern fur seals in
Alaska

In response to petitions
seeking further deregulation
of subsistence use of fur seals
to improve traditional
Unangan food security and
subsistence opportunities, we
are preparing a proposed rule
with public comment period
for publication in the Federal
Register later this year.

In 2022 and 2023, the Aleut
Community of St. Paul Island,
Traditional Council of St.
George Island, and the Aleut
Marine Mammal Commission
petitioned NOAA Fisheries to
revise regulations governing
the subsistence use of
northern fur seals in Alaska
(50 CFR 216.71-72). A Notice
of Receipt of Petition for
Rulemaking was published on
November 9, 2023 (88 FR
77245) soliciting public
comment.

NORTH PACIFIC

FISHERY MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

NOAA Fisheries Alaska Region Virtual Tribal
Engagement Session
Monday, September 15, 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM

* Meeting Link: meet.google.com/iap-pajg-jhg
* Phone: (US)+1 641-569-8571
* PIN: 784 355 110#

In this videoconference hosted via Google Meet, NOAA Fisheries staff will
present a short summary of, and be available to answer questions about,
the October Council meeting agenda items described below.

Although the primary purpose of this meeting is to help prepare for
engagement at the Council meeting, this is also an opportunity to provide
feedback and share information with the agency about any actions the
Council will be considering. If consultation is desired in addition to the
above engagement session, please contact AKRO.SFD.tribal.team@noaa.
gov or use our online tribal consultation request form.

October 2025 — Upcoming Council Actions

The agenda items listed here for the October meeting may be subject to
change:

1. Maximum Retainable Amounts Adjustments for Groundfish Species -
final action

2. Observer 2026 Annual Deployment Plan — review

3. Bering Sea Aleutian Islands Crab Specifications - reviews/report
adoption

4. Groundfish Harvest Specifications — proposed

5. Individual Fishing Quota/Community Quota Entity Changes - discussion
paper

6. Essential Fish Habitat Work Plan — review

7. Programmatic Evaluation — discussion

More information on these and additional planned agenda items can be
found on the draft October Council agenda:
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting/. For update-to-
date information, please visit the Council meeting website to view the final

eAgenda.

For more information on how NOAA Fisheries works with the Council, visit:
frequently asked guestions and answers article.

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service 3


https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-II/subchapter-C/part-216/subpart-F/section-216.72
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/11/09/2023-24829/marine-mammals-subsistence-taking-of-northern-fur-seals-pribilof-and-aleutian-islands
https://meet.google.com/iap-pajq-jhq?hs=122&authuser=0
mailto:AKRO.SFD.tribal.team@noaa
https://forms.gle/gtgeoHF6VarQmrtg8
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/sustainable-fisheries/ak-fishery-facts-north-pacific-fishery-management-council
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting
mailto:AKRO.SFD.tribal.team@noaa
https://meet.google.com/iap-pajq-jhq
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Alaska Education Opportunities

F is heries These organizations offer training and education opportunities in Alaska.

Science /

Center Sea Grant

ALASKA
Modernizing Fisheries Survey
Science: Advancing NOAA’s
Fisheries-Independent Data
Collection

As marine ecosystems change and
technology advances,
modernizing survey tools allows
NOAA to maintain critical survey
time series and deliver the best
available science to support

AK On-Board Crewmember Training — Kodiak
June 2-4, 9 a.m.-5p.m., $40 registration fee
Learn beginning crew skills, marine safety,
and more, and take advantage of the
opportunity to talk with skippers.

Learn more and register.

sustainable fisheries - Young Fishermen’s Almanac

management. Alaska Marine Conservation Gouncil Volume Ill of the Almanac is in the

NOAA Fisheries conducts ’;?-47:‘ works. You Fan sign up to receive
A - updates on its progress here.

surveys to assess trends in fish

popu|ations' monitor Young Fishermen’s Development Act

ecosystem conditions, and The Young Fishermen’s Development Act establishes a national grant

program to support initiatives to educate, train, and mentor young and

support sustainable fisheries
beginning fishermen. Learn more.

management. As ocean
conditions shift and technology
evolves, the Alaska Fisheries

Jamie@akmarine.org or fish@akmarine.org

Science Center is modernizing {% .  CENTERFOR ,
AT o * Internships
its fisheries-independent /(¥ :
> . ’?‘( DR AL ASKAN * High school Internship
bottom trawl surveys in Alaska. SR GL N COASTAL STUDIES .
sS4 > b v.‘ ‘:‘,/ explore - connect - protect Program in AlaSka
Read more and watch the N v _
. ‘ * Adult (18+) Internships
video. . _
education@alaskasealife.org or and Career
info@alaskaakcoastalstudies.org, Development in Alaska
(907) 224-6300 or (907) 235-6667 * Scholarships

WO Ataska

* Tamamta, uaf-admissions@alaska.edu,
Shawn Russell, AFSC Net Shed and Survey 907-474-7034 (general information)

Support Team Supervisor, leading a training . . . . . .

on bottom trawl survey gear in the net * University of Alaska Fairbanks, College of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences
shed, a converted World War Il era airplane Graduate Programs, info@cfos.uaf.edu, 907-474-7210

hangar at the Alaska Fisheries Science

Center's Seattle Campus. Photo Credit: * Master of Marine Policy, uaf-registrar@alaska.edu, 907-474-6300

Emily Markowitz/NOAA Fisheries.

4 U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service


https://alaskaseagrant.org/event/crewmember-training-kodiak-2025/
https://www.akmarine.org/working-waterfronts#:%7E:text=FISHERMEN'S%20ALMANAC&text=Designed%20to%20inspire%20future%20generations,serves%20as%20a%20cultural%20touchstone.
https://www.akmarine.org/yfda
mailto:Jamie@akmarine.org
mailto:fish@akmarine.org
mailto:education@alaskasealife.org
mailto:info@alaskaakcoastalstudies.org
https://akcoastalstudies.org/internships
https://akcoastalstudies.org/scholarships
https://www.tamamta.org/
mailto:uaf-admissions@alaska.edu
https://www.uaf.edu/cfos/academics/graduate/index.php
mailto:info@cfos.uaf.edu
https://www.uaf.edu/cfos/academics/graduate/marine-policy/index.php
mailto:uaf-registrar@alaska.edu
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/modernizing-fisheries-survey-science-advancing-noaas-fisheries-independent-data
https://videos.fisheries.noaa.gov/detail/videos/sustainable-fisheries/video/6377261649112/survey-modernization-at-the-alaska-fisheries-science-center?autoStart=true
mailto:uaf-registrar@alaska.edu
mailto:info@cfos.uaf.edu
mailto:uaf-admissions@alaska.edu
mailto:info@alaskaakcoastalstudies.org
mailto:education@alaskasealife.org
mailto:fish@akmarine.org
mailto:Jamie@akmarine.org
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Alaska Fisheries Science Center ‘

Life at Sea on a Fisheries Survey with Chris Anderson - watch this video to hear his story
NOAA Fishery biologists provide critical support for sustainable fisheries and science from deck to desk.

A Career Anchored in Science

Chris Anderson is no stranger to the open ocean. His journey
with NOAA Fisheries Alaska Fisheries Science Center began
15 years ago as a North Pacific fisheries observer, providing
fisheries-dependent data from commercial catches. Today, he
is a fishery biologist conducting research for NOAA’s
fisheries-independent bottom trawl surveys in Alaska. His
experience collecting both fisheries-dependent and
independent data gives him a comprehensive understanding
of data needed for stock assessments and sustainable
fisheries management.

NOAA’s summer bottom trawl surveys cover the Bering Sea, On deck of the FV Northwest Explorer during the annual

Gulf of Alaska, and Aleutian Islands, and the data collected Groundfish Bottom Trawl Survey, Chris Anderson holds up a
during these surveys are crucial for understanding fish walleye pollock and a Pacific cod, which represent two of
populations and overall ecosystem health. Read more. Alaska’s largest fisheries. Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries.

Blog: Alaska Fisheries Science Center’s  Sampling and Data Collection

Currents and Connections The last couple of days have been a research intensive
process, as well as a bodily intensive process. Pulling in
beach seines is hard! | have been learning a lot about
nearshore sampling and data collection — so that is what |
will focus on during the next couple of blog posts.

Read a guest blog post by undergraduate Ella
Kelly, an intern at the Alaska Fisheries Science
Center’s Auke Bay Laboratories. She describes
her experience beach seining to sample the
nearshore habitat of juvenile Pacific cod in My fellow interns were kind enough to let me strap Go-Pro’s
the Gulf of Alaska. to their heads to record beach seining and baited camera
sampling. There is nothing quite like seeing the real thing!
Today I'll do a deep dive into beach seining.

Beach Seine Sampling

As | described in my previous post, READ
we use a beach seine to sample MORE/
nearshore marine nursery habitats ACCESS

used by our target species, Pacific VIDEO
cod. The video shows what a typical
beach seine set is like.

Ella Kelly driving the skiff in Agripina Bay, Alaska.
Photo credit: NOAA Fisheries.


https://videos.fisheries.noaa.gov/detail/videos/science-technology/video/6376350003112/life-at-sea-on-a-fisheries-survey-with-chris-anderson
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/about/alaska-fisheries-science-center
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/fisheries-observers/north-pacific-observer-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/science-data/groundfish-assessment-program-bottom-trawl-surveys
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/population-assessments/north-pacific-groundfish-stock-assessments-and-fishery-evaluation
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/life-sea-fisheries-survey-chris-anderson?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Fscience-blog%2Fcurrents-and-connections-post-6%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019886058c74-45e1b56d-b05e-4f00-b866-30ecdb441338-000000/oSSSg3dCaaA9w4ruYP1cwDIpvQABDnlAE162P-P9cZ8=417
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.fisheries.noaa.gov%2Fscience-blog%2Fcurrents-and-connections-post-6%3Futm_medium=email%26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0100019886058c74-45e1b56d-b05e-4f00-b866-30ecdb441338-000000/oSSSg3dCaaA9w4ruYP1cwDIpvQABDnlAE162P-P9cZ8=417
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/science-blog/currents-and-connections-post-6?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/science-blog/currents-and-connections-post-6?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
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September 2025 — Upcoming Events

Sunday ‘ Monday ‘ Tuesday ‘ Wednesday ‘ Thursday Friday ‘ Saturday
All Sep/Oct | ! 2 3 4 5 6
Council LR
] Council
events are Public
virtual comment
@ period opens
Public commenting open
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8 a.m.-5p.m. 8am.-5p.m. 8 a.m.-5p.m. 8 a.m.-5 p.m. 8a.m.-5p.m.
Bering Sea Bering Sea Bering Sea Bering Sea Bering Sea
Aleutian Island | Aleutian Island | AleutianIsland | AleutianIsland | Aleutian Island
Crab Plan Crab Plan Crab Plan Crab Plan Crab Plan
Team Team Team Team Team
Public commenting open
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
NOAA Fisheries | 8 a.m.-3 p.m. 8a.m.-3 p.m. 8am.-3 p.m.
Tribal JOINT JOINT JOINT
Engagement BSAI/GOA BSAI/GOA BSAI/GOA
Session Groundfish Groundfish Groundfish
See details on | Plan Teams Plan Teams Plan Teams
page 5
Public commenting open
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Noon: October
Council
Meeting Public
comment
period closes
Public commenting open
I
28 29 30 ]
8am-5p.m. | 8am-5p.m. How to Make Public Comments:
Advisory Panel | Advisory Panel
Meeting Meeting You can make comments for the
October Council meeting here by
Scientific & Scientific & s Le .
Statistical Statistical :::Ckmglont_the meeting name and
Meeting Meeting en selecting: [' T o m—— Now]

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3097
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3097
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3097
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3097
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3097
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3099
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3099
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3099
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3096
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3096
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
https://meetings.npfmc.org/
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Sunday ‘ Monday ‘ Tuesday ‘ Wednesday ‘ Thursday ‘ Friday Saturday
All Sep/Oct | 8am~5p.m. | 8am-5p.m. | 8a.m.—5p.m.
Council  Advisory Advisory Council
meetings ~ Panel Panel Meeting
are virtual Meeting Me.etln'g.
Scientific & Scientific &
Statistical Statistical
Meeting Meeting
———— Council
Meeting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8a.m-5p.m. | 8am-5p.m. | 8am-5p.m. | 8 a.m-5p.m.
Council Council Council Council
Meeting Meeting Meeting Meeting
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31

OCTOBER COUNCIL MEETING QUICK LINKS:

COUNCIL
October 2-3 & 6-9

Agenda >
Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

AP

September 29-October 2

Agenda >

Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

SSC

September 29-October 2

Agenda >
Zoom Meeting >

Listen on YouTube

U.S. Department of Commerce | National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration | National Marine Fisheries Service



https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3096
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3096
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81451130091
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3095
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88671612019
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/3096
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81528057277
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcphotosandyoutube5431/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@npfmcphotosandyoutube5431/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams
https://www.youtube.com/@NPFMC/streams

Tribal Liaison Contacts

Amilee Wilson

Alaska Regional Office

Amilee is available to assist Tribal governments and Native
communities in securing and organizing meaningful
consultation and engagement. Amilee is also available for

newsletter feedback and questions, and to connect you
with federal leadership.

Mobile: 907-723-7099 | Fax: 907- 586-7249
amilee.wilson@noaa.gov or akr-tribal.engagement-team@noaa.gov

Alaska Tribal Consultation Request Form

Kate Haapala

North Pacific Fishery Management Council

Kate is the Rural Fishing Community and Tribal
Liaison for the North Pacific Fishery Management
Council. She can assist with any Tribal-related
guestions regarding Council actions and processes.

907-271-2809 | kate.haapala@noaa.gov

U.S. Secretary of Commerce

Acting Under Secretary of Commerce
for Oceans and Atmosphere and
NOAA Administrator

Assistant Administrator for Fisheries

Regional Administrator,
Alaska Regional Office

August 2025
www.fisheries.noaa.gov

OFFICIAL BUSINESS

Alaska Regional Office
Juneau, AK 99801

NPFMC General Inquiries Form

3: i ‘:h“f’,';I;;’t';f:J;s Subscribe for NOAA
il ;

from the NOAA email updates

Fisheries Alaska 5

Region? QOVDELIVERY

Follow us: Click here to sign up

and select options
NOAAFisheriesAK for types of
information you
_ @noaafisheriesalaska receive.

NOAAFisheriesAK



mailto:amilee.wilson@noaa.gov
mailto:akr-tribal.engagement-team@noaa.gov
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScfyFAmsx891E4YBzUfFPybdb9vZ28LpyOFUfJeyD_SN8RVZA/viewform
mailto:kate.haapala@noaa.gov
https://www.npfmc.org/contact/
http://facebook.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
http://facebook.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
https://www.instagram.com/noaafisheriesalaska/
http://twitter.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
http://twitter.com/NOAAFisheriesAK
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/USNOAAFISHERIES/subscriber/new
http://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
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