
Have You Seen a Rice’s Whale? 
Large, hooked 
dorsal fin 

Low, 
misty blow 

Three parallel 
ridges on top 
of head 

Dark gray on top 
with pale gray 
to pink belly 

Up to 40 
feet long 

About Rice’s whales 

Rice’s whales are the only resident baleen whale in the Gulf of America. Fewer 
than 100 of these highly endangered whales remain. Rice’s whales are often 
near the surface where they are vulnerable to vessel strikes. You can help us 
conserve these endangered whales by reporting sightings and using caution 
when transiting through their habitat. 

More info: 

If you think you see a Rice’s whale* 

Slow down! Other whales could be nearby 
Give it space! Stay at least 100 yards away 
Take photos/video from a safe distance 
Report the sighting, even if the whale’s 
identification is uncertain 

Every sighting you report helps us learn more 
about these endangered whales! 

*These are voluntary recommendations that are in addition to BOEM and BSEE oil & gas permitting requirements. 

TO REPORT A RICE’S WHALE 

Please report all Rice’s whale sightings 
to: (877) WHALE HELP/(877) 942-5343) 
(preferred) or rices.whale@noaa.gov 

When reporting, please include the date, 
time, location (coordinates, if possible), water 
depth, number of whales, photos/video, and 
your contact information.** 

**We may reach out for additional information. Your personal information will be protected. 

Keep an eye out! 
Examples of how 
Rice’s whales may 
look on the water: 
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