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Dear Secretary Lutnick:

In accordance with Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (MSA) I am writing to request a fishery disaster determination for the 2024

Yukon River salmon fishery.

On October 6, 2023, you approved a fishery disaster determination for the 2022 Yukon River
salmon fisheries. Although all salmon fishing was closed on the Yukon River in 2022 and
heavily restricted or closed in 2023 and 2024, the total number of Chinook salmon returning to
the Yukon River in these years was estimated to be the fourth lowest ever recorded, following
the lowest recorded returns in 2022 and 2023. The 2024 fall chum salmon run was the second
smallest run on record and most escapement estimates were well below historical averages. The
2024 coho salmon run was also the third lowest on record and was considered a weak and late
run well below the historical average. Continued negative subsistence impacts, revenue loss to
commercial fishery permit holders, loss of employment to local sport fishing businesses and
processing employees from the fourth consecutive year of commercial fishery closures have
resulted in severe economic harm to the region. The loss of subsistence salmon fishing
opportunities has created significant food security concerns and prevented residents from sharing

cultural and traditional practices.

Based on available information, the 2024 Yukon River salmon fisheries meet the criteria for a
fishery disaster determination. Due to the closures on Yukon River salmon fisheries, I am
requesting an expedited disaster determination due to the ongoing negative subsistence impacts,
commercial revenue losses that are 100 percent below the previous five-year average (Table 1)
and loss of sport fishing revenue for businesses that rely on the salmon fishery. We do not
consider commercial fishery data a suitable proxy for understanding subsistence losses. The
subsistence, or traditional way of life, encompasses a myriad of cultural values and practices that
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spans beyond the economic system, and are not captured in the calculation of fish replacement
costs or expansion of commercial fishery losses.

Table 1. Yukon River salmon commercial fishery exvessel value by species and year, 2015-

2024.

Species
Year Chinook Coho Pink Chum Total
2015 $0 $616,616 $3,691 $2,022,050 $2,642,357
2016 $0 $1,159,384 $63,663 $4,025,563 $5,248,610
2017 $9,922 $823,106 $0 $3,813,655 $4,646,683
2018 $0 $680,892 $15,996 $4,028,123 $4,725,011
2019 $251,673 $338,949 $3,384 $1,896,619 $2,490,625
2020 $0 $0 $373 $51,022 $51,395
2021 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
2022 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
2023 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
2024 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
2015-2019 Average $52,319 $723,789 $17,347 $3,157,202 $3,950,657
2024 vs. 5-yr Avg. -100% -100% -100% -100% -100%

I appreciate your consideration of this request and have asked the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to provide NMFS and your office with any additional information needed to make the

requested fishery disaster determination.
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Mike Dunleavy

Governor
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cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate

The Honorable Dan Sullivan, United States Senate
The Honorable Nicholas Begich, Unites States House of Representatives

The Honorable Doug Vincent-Lang, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish and

Game



