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Dear Secretary Lutnick,

In accordance with Section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and

Management Act (MSA), I am writing to request a fishery resource disaster determination for the
2024 and 2025 Bering Sea snow crab fishery.

The snow crab fishery has historically been the most productive crab fishery in the Bering Sea
and supported one of the most valuable commercial fisheries in the Arctic. A severe and
unexpected decline in snow crab abundance was first evident in the 2021 National Marine
Fisheries Service Eastern Bering Sea bottom trawl survey. Available information indicates that
the snow crab stock collapse resulted from natural causes related to the 2018 and 2019 marine
heat wave conditions in the Bering Sea. Estimated increases in caloric requirements due to
temperature and observed body condition over these years suggests that starvation and

competition for food when the stock was at high abundance likely played a role in the stock
collapse.

The fishery was closed during the 2022/2023 and 2023/2024 seasons due to low stock abundance
and reopened in 2024 and 2025 with a conservative total allowable catch (TAC) of 4.72 million
pounds. Prior to the stock collapse, the fishery supported an average annual harvest of 29 million
pounds (Table 1). Coastal communities, particularly Saint Paul in the Pribilof Islands, and the
harvesting and processing sectors have suffered negative economic impacts due to the collapse
of the snow crab stock, subsequent fishery closures, and minimal TAC in 2024 and 2025.

Based on available information, the 2024 and 2025 snow crab fishery meets the criteria for a
fishery resource disaster determination. The revenue loss is estimated to be 82 percent below the

recent five-year average (Table 1) and the high dependence of fishery participants on revenue
from this fishery supports a finding that economic losses were severe.
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Table 1. Bering Sea snow crab harvest in pounds, gross revenue, and wholesale value,
2016 and 2017 — 2024 and 2025 seasons. The 2024 and 2025 data are considered
preliminary.

Season Harvest (Ibs)  Gross revenue Wholesale value
2016/17 21,319,734 $69,063,942 $111,349,791
2017/18 18,789,578 $71,049.939 $87,302,357
2018/19 27,309,777 $104,074,677 $139,826,357
2019/20 33,606,698 $132,287.850 $150,145,930
2020/21 44,135,849 $219,165,813 $277.487,639
2021/22 - Disaster 5,476,142 $39,184,752 $46,620,236
2022/23 - Disaster 0 $0 $0
2023/24 - Disaster 0 $0 $0
2024/25% 4,677,733 320,963,481 $26,707,813
5-Yr avg. b 29,032,327 $119,128,444 $153,222,415
2024/25 vs 5-yr avg. -84% -82% -83%
Revenue Loss $98,164,963 $126,514,602

* Preliminary revenue estimated based on the five-year average price per pound: $4.48
gross revenue and $5.71 first wholesale.

® Five year average includes 2016/17 through 2020/21 seasons.

I appreciate your consideration of this request and have asked the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game to provide the National Marine Fisheries Service and your office with any additional
information needed to make a fishery disaster determination.

Sincerjlyﬂ’/

Mike Dunleavy
Governor

Enclosure

cc: The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, United States Senate
The Honorable Dan Sullivan, United States Senate
The Honorable Nicholas Begich, Unites States House of Representatives
The Honorable Doug Vincent-Lang, Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish and Game



